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In reply to reftels, Embassy officer is now wisiting

(A) CENEVA 2936, STATE 66567
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2.
refuges camps along Salvadoran barder and expected back
morning March 17. Expect to have fuller report at. that
time. Meanwhile, following interim reply is provided.
3. We are inclined to support Razoche proposal to accept

IHRAREE GOB regquirement of working with CEDEN. This is a
politically loaded qpestion relating to strong, and we
believe justified, opinion of various GOH agencies that
at least some forme; CEDEN field personnel were divering

relief supplies to Salvadoran guerrillas. It is this judgment
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lon part of GOH which caused it to support new,

restructured CEDEN leadership.

3. Our view is that as long as 1lssve of implem mting
agency remains in slightest doubt, old CEDEN leadership
wili seize évery opportunity to cast doubt on qualifica—
tions of its successors. It will alse use such arguments
as the potential loss of support from varicus PV0's in
.Europe and the United States with which it had close
ties. Once GOH decision is firmed up, however, and
EHHCQ_ana curselves show our support for new arrangement ,
then we believe the dust will settle and those genuinely
interested in helping the refugees will get back to their

homanitarian mission. Illustrative of this point is fact

that in December when scme of the more politically minded

CEDEN relief workers walked off the job at the refugee
site at La Virtud, those working in Colomoncagua said they

intended to stay on the job and accept whatever arrange-

% ment furthered their hnmanitafian‘mission.'

5. We believe UNHCR has become overly concerned with
internal relief agency politics. 'Phis posture on their
‘part runs risk oflappearing to interfere in political
question of great import to GOH in the name of preserving‘
“efficiency”. We believe UNHDR would be much better
adviged to show its support for GOH by falling in with
|-aew CEDEN leadership, forgetting about CODE and getting—J

on with the humanitarian t+ask at hand. NEGﬁgﬁbﬁTE
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