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2 Embassy has just received draft human rights report for

o

Honduras which was brought to us by Department officers last
week. We have the follcwipg suggested changes/additions which
we would hope you are able toc take into accowmt. I invite

f | your attention especially to our suggestion that a section be
included on ter;crism and our comments on disappezrances and

refugees.

3. Suggest changing Section lec., Disappearances, to read as

follows QUOTE There have been allegations of a mumber of
mysterious disappearances during 1581, 1In the majority of

—==t=instances these allegations have involved naticmals of other

Central American countries who may have entered Honduras
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| illegally oxr may have been engaged in illegal activitigl
resulting in their deportatien. In the few cases of
allegations #of disappearance of Honduran natiocnals, the

. government has consistently denied any invﬁlvement by
security sexvices END QUOTE.
4. TUmder Section 1ld., Arbitrary Arrest and Imprisoament,
we would suggest following additiomal sentence: QUOIE

. Indesd, there is grawﬁﬁg gentiment amongst government and
legal'exgerts that bail provisions and penalties for
certain offenses such as hijacking,.drug trafficking and
kidnapping are toeo lenient; and that provisions for dealing
with such crimes should be urgently revised in the context
of modernizing Honduras' penal code END QUOTE. A

.5. TUnder Section 1f., Invasion of Home, delete second
sentence.
6. Then; in same Section, we would recommend addition ﬁf
a paragraph g, entitled Terrorism to read as follows:
QUCTE Although not as severe as in some neighboring countries,
Honduras exzperienced an increase in intermationally-spon-
sored terrorism in 1981, mostly in the form of kidnappingé

and bank robberies aimed at financing violent revolutiomary

u@ﬁgﬁivities. In the tivo most prominent kidnapping cases,

the Honduran businessmen in question were released after
paymenﬁ of ransom. An avowedly Marxzist group also took

L_credit for the attempted assassination in September __J
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r_gf 1981 of a group of unarmed United States military —7

personnel driving to work in Tegucigalpa. Rimakizxim

Finally in November and December of 1981,

the government uncovered three major arms caches and

an underground "People’s Prison' which, acco?ding to
information from captured terrorists who were former
Sandinista army members, formed part of a plan to increase
revelutionary vielence in Honduras END QUOTE.

7. Under Section 2a., Freedom of Speech, Press, Religien
and Assembly, we would strongly recommend deleting final

three sentences of last paragraph starting with "Although

3. Under Section 2b!, Freedom of movement, ate., we woﬁld

revise parégraph to read &s follows: QUOTE These rights

are respected in Honduras. Previously existing restric-

tions on travel to and from El Salvador were lifted in the

aftermath of a peace treaty, signed in December 1980.

Starting in 1980, éalvadorans began seeking refuge in Hon-

duras from the conflict in Salvador. By the end of 1981, the
~.pumber of such refugees receiving UNHCR assistance in Honduras

had levelled off at about 18,000. Because of a number of

incidents on the Salvador/Honduras border affecting the

L—safety of the refugees, the Honduran government is _J
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réiving full support to plans by the UNHCR to move all _7
Salvadoran refugees to a secure location further

inland vhere refugees will bé easier to protect and

care for. At year's end, 3000 Salvadoran refugees had
been moved to this new site, with the expectation that
all of them shall have been transferred early in 1982,

Honduran authorities have responded well and gemerously

to these refugees' needs, despite the remoteness and

poverty of the region, and they have facilitated the

work of local and international relief agencies. In another

refugee area, as the year ended, there was a sharp surge

in Miskito Indians seeking refuge from Nicaragua's Atlan-

tic coast, raising the number of these refugees wnder TN
3200 three-

assistance in Honduras from 250 to 238§ in a fwu-week

\beginning BXXFBFrxxwud mid-December 1981,
period/in PeEmemhexy This rising trend appeared likely

to continue. According te am official Honduran report,
verified by independent interviews, the upsurge 1n.Misk1to

refugees can be attributed to their deliberate and syste-

. matic mistreatment by Nicaraguan authorities, including

a tragic killing of possibly as many as 7C Miskitos

seeking to flee from Nicaragua across the Honduran border

_ during Christmas week. Thé sudden increase in these

LY -y

refugee numbers has placed a temporary strain on the
facilities provided by the UN and relief agencies in the
Lgpsquitia region END QUOTE. Department will note thatﬁJ
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e propose deletion of reference to refugees from 78-7§_1

ceivil strife in Wicaragua since those events were amply
coverad in earlier reports. Also we have proposed

deleting reference to Guatemalan refugees since we would

not agree that numbers are yet "significant". HRumber has
leveled off at about fx%g and rising trend which was fore- -
seen when this section was drafted has simply not materiél—
tized. Mosquitia problem, in our view, needed scme ampli-
ficati&n; and, finally, acknowledgement of Henduran generog-

=ity in recelving refugees appeared called for in light of

recent unwarranted negative publicity.

"9. 1In Seection 4, Economic and Social Circumstances, first

%gggggéﬁof final paragréph, recommended substituting words
"Efforts to increase agricultural productivity...” for

words "Land reform efforts...".
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