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2. T used cccasicn of January elevan mesting with Suaz
to =xprass concern over rumklings that President Paz might
’ be seeking to extend his mandate as Honduran CIHC.

f

3. &s it turzed out, this guestion alsoc very much on

Ly -

Suazols mind. EBe had word that defeated Hationalist

candidate Zuniga was encouraging General Paz to hang in
there: but more junior cfficers wonld have nona of it.
In fact, delegation consisting of Colonels Alvarez,
AMB Torres-Arias and Bodden had called on Suazo over weekend
DCH .
DAO 1o agvise him of #Hilitary insistence that Paz step aside.
MITGP
POL--2 accordéing tc Suazmo,- tixls latter group advised him that
CHROW == -~
Armed Forces Council would meet shortly to confirm thres
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[;émes for submission to Congress from which Congress —7
would selecfrnew CINC. Suazo expected names of Colonels
Alvarez, Flores Terecin and Montoya to be én list,’
although he'couldn't be cextain.

4. Suazo's bottom liﬁe was that he strongly favors
Alvarez for CINC position. Alsc, he cbviocusly views
possibility of prolonged presence of Paz as CINC with
-great distaste. He is prepared to do whatever is neces-
sary to ensure that Paz steps aside gracefully inelnding
clearing Paz of any future charges that he may have

in any‘;ay miéused government funds. He is also

prepared to name Paz, who apparently does not wish to

leave the country as Ambassador or the like, as some

gsort of military advisor.

5. As long as Alvarez' name appears on list of three

sent
geas to Congress, it appears virtual certainty that he

will be selected. This would be most convenient to

our mutual interests here.
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