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2. PFrom Tegucigalpa vantage point we would favor quiet
exploratory talks with Borge along lines proposed by
2mbassador Quainton in paragraph five reftel, although we

are skeptical about the prospects. Borge's level of interest
in such discussions eould in-and-of-itself be an interesting

measure of the degree to which Nicaraguans are feeling the

AMB pressure and really interested in serious solutions with
DCcM
POL their neighbors.

3. We would have strong reservations, however, about any
immediate follow-up by Ambassador Stone. Talks with local
Anbassador can be characterized as part of a normal,

continuing process. Unless carefully xmm prepared and
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rakches?;ated, talks with Ambassador Stone will be _7
portrayed as acceding to Nicaraguan insistence on bilateral
talks. We assume that we would want to couch any eventual
involvement with Nicaragua by Ambassador Stone in terms of
consultations with all rpt all Central 2American countries;
and that, in any case, Nicaragua would be the last of the
five that he would visit.

4. Even preferable to any direct talks between Ambassador
éﬁone and Nicaraguans, we would recommend consideration

that his contacts be confined to the other four Central

@

American countries in a behind-the-scenes supgortive role
designed to facilitate their coordination of an effective
regional diplomatic strategy. This would emphaasize
diplomatic support for ocur friends, avoid creation of any
suspicion about separate deals and drive home point that
real progress towards peace in the region is not possible
until Wicaragqua deals seriously with its neighbors on a
éomprehensive, regional k% basis. Such a posture Iin our
view would also strengthen Ambassador Quainton's hand in
achieving more meaningful dialogue of his own with

Sandinisaas.
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