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WHITE HOUSE FOR BILL BENKEL
WHITE BOUSE ALSC PLEASE REPEAT TO RON FULLER IN SAN PEDRO
1. S ©NTIRE TEXT
2. Ambassador was summoned to Presidential PalaeeAby’Dacter
’ thirty
AMB Swazo afterncon Hovember/ﬂﬁ to discuss Rios Montt participa-
DCH four
POL tion in December/X events at San Pedro. Also attending’

meeting were Foreign Minister Paz Barnica, Minister of
éresidency Flores andvEmbassy Public Affairs Officer Arcos.
3. Foreigﬁ Minister recalled'that when initial invitation
to Rios Montt had been extended at our regquest so that he

. e=tmcould hold bilaterak-with President Reagan, invitation had
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: . r::}.ea.:ly specified that Ries Momtk expe;ctaé tﬁ am:ive —l :

~ afterncen Becember four, pexhaps an hcm: or two hefsrs
President Reagan' s arrival, eoH was mn@&the::efnre some-~
what taken aback by call from Guatemalan Foreign Minister |
whe informed Paz Barnica that Rics Montt intended to visit
Salvador for meetings with President Magana December two
and "had decided® to come to Tegucigalpa Friday,
. Decembeyr three. It was further Ries HMontt's EX intention
to travel together with Doetor Stazo from Xeguxas

'fegugigazga to San ?ei;: on aecembar 3. . .* "
4‘- I wi}.l spaz'e cur readers the amespharics of Doctox
Suwazoc's reaction to thase unexpacted aad rather belated
suggestions. The long am‘i the short of our can?ersatica
was tha;t Bceter Suaze is unable to receive Rios Montt
. before tke aftenmm of Deceuwber four and that it mﬁx
w:a}.é he imva:ieat £a racaiva him. m Tegacigalpa. in
azzy event sinae saa Pedro is the: }‘;aeas: aﬁ&llma:a:v

- tions for Pregident Reag&nfs visit.
5. GOR therefore intends to reaffirmits imvitation to: - -
Rics HMontt for an arrival in Sanm Pedro between two and
twe—thirty P.m. Satnrday, Beéééb&r fééar After axr:f.val
L ﬁrmxﬁes, Dactor Suazcr wuuld holc‘i bi}.a.i:eral of approxi-—
mately one hour's length with Rios Montt whereupeon latter
would proeceed to his hotel awaiting bilateral with Presi-~ _

dent Reagan. GOH understands that Rios Montt is probably
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~becanse of the ﬁatn:e ef his deiagaticm and his éesire
that his first meeting with any American afficial on this '

v:{sit be with Eresident Reagan.

6. Doctor Suazo made ¢lear that he did not expect any

press conferences or prass dacla;&tiozzs’ to be made after

his bilateral with Rios Montt and GOH also intends ko

. make clear that for sake of unifamitg withk grogram being
either two Central Zmérican :

elabarateé{m of the/4hwmeg Presidents will be heléing ax -

press conferences until after Presi&ent Reagan =1 &epax:i*.m:e:«.-
L - - was

J""f’g .. 7. Dockor Suazo/alsc very clear that his program s:[azzgly
e,
SR does not allow any possibility of receiving Rics Monti

 before the date/sndyiimg alveady indicated.
8. Fimally, GOE strongly suspects that Rios Monti's

o suggestian of arriving mnty-fm hour 35
o Mﬁe&. is aeﬁgm to take a&v&t&g& of immyxiim mitab
o . “prese focus on Honduras Guring that-bimese- Suzze: - 15 -
B determined that there be no publicity prier to President
A’Eeggan’ g arrival which might:m-anz wek way undermime - o i

. impact of our President's visit. .
el e, GOH énd‘ ocurselves continve to expect Guatemalan
. éelegatien for nine a.ms neeting Thursday, December tweo

at San Pedro military afrbase for “walkthrough” of visit

arrangements.
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{_TG-  After this message m:itﬁen ‘Foreign Minister Paz . ]
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Barnfca called mé to say tha{: he had subsequently spoken
‘twice te his Guatemalan eounterpart In face of Paz
Barnica's explanat:{ens, Ries Montt has now rayerteé}.y
‘abandoned idea. ef Becember thrée arrival in Fagumis
Pegucigalpa. He is now suggesting ten a.m. arrival at
San Pedro December four “whether or not Suazo is there
-£o greet him“ Paz Bamiea tal& me: thak he mtenéeé ts
zeview matter again with P:esident Sv;azo ma:niag

December one. . SR

s e

11. After a coupld of false starts, GOH and

oG may be reaching agresment on Rios Mentt arrival time.
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