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2. ambassador met with Minister of Presidency, Carlos Flores,

- AMB morning October 16 for extensive review of recent diplomatic
DCM

POL~3 developments. Flores was preoccupied by apparent success of
' Nicaraguans, Mexicans and others in painting Honduras as

the bad guy in the current diplomatic situation in Central
America. He agreed that October 4 San Jose meeting had been
a success but felt that San Jose forum did not completely

_answer charge of Honduran unwillingness to negotiate with

KNidaragua.
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rgi Flores said that he had just spoken with Foreign ]
Minister who had returned from exténsive foreign iour.
He and Foreign Minister were thinking in terms of
recommending to Doctor Suazo the idea of prqposing a
ragicnal Edreign Ministers meeting at which differences
with Nicaragua would be airad. Such a meeting, according
to Flores, wourld include all Central American states from
.Guatemala through Panama. Flores felt that proposal of
suéh a meeting would restore inifiative to democratic
states of region and thére would be 1little danger of
democratic countries being out-maneuvered by Nicaragua
in such a forum.
4. Ambassador, speaking personally, acknowledged that

.. such an idea appeared interesting. But Ambassador sug—
gested that any such initiative would have to be coordi-
nated carefully with “Peace Forum” which had jﬁst been
created in San Jose. We certainly wouldn't want to do
anything which gave impression that October 4 declatation
and mechanisms created thereby were already beiné
abandoned. Flores said that these points were well
taken. Honetheless, he felt there was nothing incon-
sistent between the continued existence of the San Jose

AJT;;;hanisms and a prop;;al for a regional Foreign Ministers
meetiné. Indeed_these initiatives could be very well

Lgalibrateﬁ. Important point, Flores emphasized,tis thgﬂ
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‘ y {g;nduras itself is especially under the gun for its _7

alleged unwillingness te negotiate and this initiative
could well be the way of gettihg out from under such an
awkward situation.

5. Ambassador agreed to report Plores' idea to Washington
for USG zmm=x reactions. Flores assured Ambassador that,
in the meanwhile, his idea would remain in the tentative
.stage.

6. COMMENT: We can see merit in Flores’ suggestion,
particularly from Honduras' unique perspective. They are
‘now the entire focus of Communisf propaganda effort to
pcrtréy them as intransigent. They are looking for some-
ﬁhiné to turn the tables on Managua. Not all of Flores'
ideas mature to the point of becoming government policy.
Nonetheless, we would remind the Department that Hondnran.
peace inltiative last March was developed by Flores
personally. We suspect that this idea ggsa similar
prospect of bhecoming an official government initiative,
probably socner than later.

7. Request Department's advice and/or comments for

transmittal to GOH sconest.
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