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2. Doctor Suaszo called me at 2130 local September 21 to

1. ERTIRE TEXT

relay status of contacts with terrorists. FPresideat had

spent afterncon in San Pedro. He said their Jemands now
raduced to three:
~= First, rsspect in Hondnras for various heman rights;
-~ Seconsd, fréadsm for a reduced list of priscners,
including Nontenegro; and
-~ A free plane ride to Cabz.
3. President said GOE would analyze situatipn and considarx

its reply SegtemberAZZ. He agreed wvith my suggestion that
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rﬁhy demands are taking shape, fresedom for Hontenegro "‘T
must be primary cbjective. I asso corveved to Prasident
=y sucgestions conveved to General Alvares and Hinlster
of Presidency FPlores earlier in the day that GOR foecus -
as preconéiticn for further discussions contacts on health
of hostages, insistence on right of Red Cross doctors (o
visit them, and demands that thoss found to be im 111
health be immedistely released. Pinally, as earlier
suggested, I asked ?rasiéanfhte thin; abont merits of
setting aside Papal Zuncic and Bishop of San Pedro as’
intermediaries and entazing into direct contact. It wazm
haré to tell how xecegtivg Smaze was to thess thoughts
but he sounded confident of his grip on the situatien
and wag cbyviously buoysed by civic desonstrations of
solidarity against terrorism which héa takan place
garliexr in éhe day.
4. COMEENT: From the outset I have taken approach with
GOE that thers are two objectives in $hiz situation:
{a} safe release of hostages without political concss-
gions and (b) capture of hostages, in that order of
prioritey. I have urged that GOH play For time and
avoilsd precipitate ehcicescb roth chijectives can be

Jm;%rsueé saccsssfully.Aand not necessarily with use of
force. Tsrrorists could becorme sxhaustad, demoralized

Lfr even outwitted. Accomplishment of second objectiv?J
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[ Is very imgcrtént for deterrence of future incidentsﬁ'_j
5. Having said that, it must also be said that GOFE is
also under countervailing pressurss @spucially from
hostages' families to wrap this thing up one way or
another as soon as possibla. Seo long as terrorists
inzist on Hontensgre's rslzase, this will be difficult
to accomplish by talks. since he isn’t GOH's to surreader.
¥ntlil now FHLK has continued to insist on its éisheliei
;hat Hontenegro is in Salvador. But September 21
statements from Sam Salvadeor to effect that antenegra
is prisonexr there may eventzally Se believed by terrorists
and have sffect of sodifying their demand in thisA
respect. .(Eatr-guing gaezticn arisaes as to how teriarists
will get the word ta chaﬁ§e their demand; or how far
their fallback positions goc.)
6. The otker guick solution for GOH wounld, of course,
be assault on Charmber building. We can't rule out that
pﬁssiﬁility, althongh S0H record in recent incidents
of this kind is ¢ne of exercising exztreme caution in
application of force. In April hijacking incident GOE
concluded that assault on Dash-7 siwmply too risky for

the hositages. They may conclude differently in this
. -

ingtance. But if they do, it will only be after the

most careful assessment of the pros and cons and the

l_;rcsgects for a sucecessfunl agsawvnlt. Our views on the-_J
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' ,rﬁétter will be taken into account though they will by’“W
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no me2ang be decisive.

. 7. Ho commentary on this incident would be complete
without an observation on its incredible importance to
Honduras, Literally the entire San Pedrs business
cemménity, the 5ackbone of thds nationis economy, Is
held captive in the Chamber building; not to mention

thres Cabinet~level governmoo: offisinls. Toy these

4

individuals emerge from this crisis and the circumstances
whereby their freedom is achieved could affact the

fature conrse of this coantry.
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