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UBJECT : POSSIBLE HONDURAN PREEMPTIVE STRIKE AGAINST
‘ICA?A”UQ

1. @MSSNE®_ ©\TIRE TEXT
o. WE AGRES COMPLETELY WITH YOUR MESSAGES OF CAUTION TO

FRESIDENT SUAZD AND GENERAL ALVAREZ. OQUR VIEWIS THAT
PREEMPTIVE STRIKE IS UNLIXELY TO YIELD SUC-ESSFUL MILITARY
RESULTS AND, EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY, WOULD GIVE NICARAGUA
qu QOPPORTUNITY TO GAIN INTh?NATIONAL SUPPORT AS THE ~
AZGRIEVED PARTY.
----------------------------------------- - PREEMPTIVE .
STRIKE BY HONDURAS WOULD ISOLATE GOH INTERNATIONALLY AﬂD
LIMIT USG OPTIONS BY UNDE CUTTINZ PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL
SUPPORT. . . -

-

‘3. RATHER THAN PREENPTIVE STRIKE WE BELIEVE THAT BOTH .
MILITARY AMD INTERNATIONAL OPINION ADVANTAGES WOULD ACCRUE
TO €OH IF HONDURANS WERE TO PLAN FOR RAPID COUNTERATTACKX
TO NICARAUSUAK INCURSION WITH VIEW TOWARD POSSIELY ISOLA-
TING AND INFLICTING DEFEAT ON AGGRESSING UNITS.

YOU SHOULD, AS APPRGPRIATE, REITERATE THESE POINTS TO
SUAZC AND ALVAREZ. YOU MAY TELL THEM THAT WE HAVE STEPPED
UP INTELLIGENCE COLLECTION EFFORT AND HOPE TO HAVE FIRST .
"WSULTS JULY 38.

4. FYI: UE A?V ALCO COVSIDE?ING POSSIEBLITY OF CONDU”TING
JOINT COMMAND POST EXERCISE WITH HONDURANS OVER COURSE OF
NEXT FEW WEEXS. PURPOSE WOULD 2E TO REHEARSE COMPLEX )
OMMANC AND CONTROL PROCEDURES NECESSARY FOR EFFECTIVELY
CCUWNTERING NICARAGUAN INCURSION. . OUR PARTICIPATION WOULD
ALLOW POSSIBLE TRAININE SPINOFFS AND-GIVE US BETTER IDEA
ON RCLZ WE MIGHT USEFULLY PLAY IN CASE OF INCURSION.
REQUEST EMBASSY VILWS ASAP,

5. YOuU SFOULD TELL THE HONDURANS THaAT = - :
THEY CAN BE CONFIDENT THAT THE $2@ MILLION IN pESOURCES

*%ILL BE FORTHCOMING DESPITE VAQA?IES OF CONGRESSIONAL

PROCESS. SHULTZ - -
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