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] AS PER AR REQUEST HEREWITH NEVSWEEK COVER STCRY OF MOV, &
. HEADED : “AMERICA'S SECRET %AK: TARGET NICARAGUA.”
T (BEGI# TEXT)
...OFFICIAL $OLRCES TULD NEWSWEEK LAST WERK THAT NEGRG-
PONTE IS OVEZRSEZING AN ANEITIOUS COVERT CAKPAIGH TC &R, Ta&IN
~—__ AND DIRECT NICARASUAN EXILZS TQ INTERCEPT THE FLGW OF ARkS T¢
LEFTIST GUERRILLAS IM SALVADOR. 2UT ThZ CPEXATION HAS
ANCTHER OBJECTIVE: TO FARASS AND UNLERMINE THE CLZAN-ZACKED
GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA. THE PROJECT TRACES 2aCKX 70 JIEwmy
CARTER'S EFFORTS TC SUPPORT YICARAGUAN MODERATES. RONALL RE:GAN
ADDED THE TASK OF CUTTING THE CUBAN-NICARAGUAL ARMS PIPELIMNE
TO EL 5ALVADCR. THE PLCT, LAUNCHED MOSTLY ¥ITH FOFGUNE. AND
MACHISIO, HOW THREATENS INSTEAD TO CESTABLIZE FONCURAS, TO
FORTIFY THE ®ARXISTS IN NICARAGUA AND TC W&sSTS U.3. PRESTISE
ALONG THE TANGLED BA4KE OF THE CGCO RIVER. WORSE, UJS.
OFFICIALS CONCEDE THERE IS & DANSER THAT THE CFERAIION CCULLD
PROVOKE & MICARAGUAN COUNTZRATTACK ON KONCURAS THaT COULE
DRAG THE UNITED STATZS DIRECTLY INTO THE COWFLICT. “"THIS IS
THE BIG FIASCO OF THIS ADMINISTIRATION,” ZAYS ONE U.S. OFFICIaL.
"THIS IS OUR EAY OF PIGS.™
REPORTS OF SECRET thRAxTUHS ALGNG THE NICRAGUAY-
HONDURAN BORDER HAVE CIRCULATED FOR-MONTHS. 2UT MEWSWEEK HAS
UNCOVERED EXTENSIVE DETAILS OF A CAMPAIGH THAT HaS ESCALATEL
FAR BEYOND WASHINGTON'S ORIGINAL INTENTIONS. ATMINISTRATION
SOURCES TOLD MEWSWEEX THAT THERE ARE NOW ALwosr >2 CIa =
PERSONNEL SERIVING IN HONDURAS -- CERTAINLY THZ LONGEST
MANIFEST IN CENTRAL AMERICA. THAT TZAY IS SUP“‘—P ENTEL BY »
:DOZENS OF OPERATIVES INCLUDING & NUMEER QF RETIREL MILTIAEY
"AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS. APGE¥TINL MILITARY ACVISYRS ARE
- SUPPORTING THE OPERAITON IN HONDURAS; SPEARATE ANTI- SAuDINIS.A )
ACTIVITIES ARE UNDERYWAY IN MEXICO AND VENEZUELA. . el
THE FIGHTING FCRCEZS ARE DRAWN FKOM 2,285 MISKITO ’ T
. INDIANS, AN ESTINATED 1¢,2336 ANII—:ANDI?IS‘hS I8 NICARAGUA
" ITSELF AKND AN ASSORTED GROUP OF ‘FORMER NICARAGUAN NATIONAL
GUARDSMEN AND SUPPORTERS OF DEPOSED LICTATCR hNASTASIO SOMGZA
- THEY HAVE. SET UP 1¢ TRAINING CAMPS DIVIDED BETWEEY¥ HONCUR2 L
AND NICARAGUAN TERRITORY." THLIR.HIT AND—RUN FORAYS AGA;NS: A
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ID,, I.WOULD, KILL hIM.:_

a7 : RN
‘RESTRICTIONS 0§ DIRTY TRICKS ‘=7 AND~VOULD IT ONLY FAKEZA BAD -

"SITUATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA EVEN.WORSE?-A. CONGRESSIONAL= -

COMMITTEE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT CI4 DIRECTOR WILLIaM CASEYS(WHO-

. 'PERSONALLY INSPECTEC THE OEPRATION.IN.HOWDURAS) HAC ADZQUATELY

" BRIEFED CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT. COMMITIEZS, BUT SOME . ' .°

# . CONGRESSIONAL SOURCES COMPLAINED THAT THESCIA'S BRIEFINGS HAD

- BEEN BLAND AND DISINGENUOUS. AND OTHERS WONDEREC FGINTEDLY %

WHETHER THE ADMINISTRATION HAG USED APPROVAL FOR-PLANS TO CUT i

OFF THE FLOW OF CUBAN ARNS TO REBELS.IN EL SALVACOR AS A COVER

)Axcise () Deny () Declags
Exemption _:

) - UFOR A MORE RECKLESS PLOT TG TOPPLE IHE SANDINISTAS. "THIS oA
£ * OPERATION'S JUST ABOUT OUT OF CONTROL AND.PEOPLE ARE - - .
De GETTING PANICKY,” SAID ONE SOURCE. ACGGRLCING TO ONE U.S. :
o2 OFFICIAL, SECRETARY OF STATE GEQRGE SHULTZ WAS “FURING™ GVER
2 o " THE MESS. SAID ANOTHER, "ONLY SHULTZ CAN CHANGE IT --

£ “IF THERE IS STILL TIME."
aan . YODERATES: WASHINGTON'S COVERT INVOLVEMENT I NICARAGUA

;4R BEGAN EVEN BEFORE SOKOZA FLED THE COUNIRY. IN_1S7%, .

VWITH THE DYSASTY WEanlid COLLAPNGE, "JIMY CARTZN JIGNIZ &
‘"FINDING," AS REQURIED BY PCST~WATERGATE LAW, AUTHORITING & ° mee e
UNDER-THE-TABLE CIA SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRATIC ELEP NTS
It NICARAGUAN SCCIZTY, SUCH AS THE PRESS AND LASOR UNIUNS....

AFTZR THEZ SANDINISTAS SEIZED POWER ANYWAY, THE RZAGAN

ADNIHIbThAIION TOOK GFFICZ WCRRIZL THAT NICARAGUA WOULLD EECGHME
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UNDER PRZISSURE FROM HAIG AND ENDEAS TC PRG-
AGAINET Tn~ SANDINIST A IUF‘LE TC THE ONLY
PROMISING SRCUF AVAILABLE-TH aU”GC ISTAS. ...SUPPORT INSICE
NICARAGUA, "THZRE™S N0 QUEZ TIuN THEAT ?JLAHnuUH IS RIPE FCR &
CHANGZ, "SAID GYE ZUROFPEAM OHSERVER IN THE REGION." 2UT THE
.S, T: ZUPPORTIN G THE O®LY WHONG, THE CONLY TRULY
ZVIL ALTERNATIVE. . ) . :
AFTER NEGROPOMNIZ AND THE SCiGCISTAS BECAIE PARTNERS,
THE NEW AMERICAN ALLIES BEGAN TO FORCE JASHINGTON'S HANC. *
THE SOMOCISTAS BIVOUACKED IN HONDURAS WERE ALREACY TRAINED
SCLLCIERS BACKEL BY WEALTHY EXILES IN MIAMI. 4ITH THE ALDED
50057 OF TACIT U.S. SUPPORT, THEY SQ0OR TOOK A COMMANCING PC-

. SITICN AMONG COMPETING CDNTRA GROUPS.. THEY ALSO DEVEZLOPED THEIR

Owf. PRIVATE PLAN NUMERO UNO: TO "MOVE THE CONTRA CAHPS THAT
__REMAIN_IN HONDURAS ACRGSS THE -BORDER ,INIC NICARAGLSA, THEN MOVE
THE. CANFS ALEEADY SSTASLISHED "IN NICKRAGUA™ SFARTRERC COWY
TOWARE MANAGUA AND FINALLY PAST THE CAPITAL INTG® THE, SOUTH.
WHEN THEE TIME IS RIGHT , THE SOWOCISTAS SAaY, THEY YILE DRAY
THEIR LCOSE CIRCLE-OF CAMPS TOGETHER ‘IN -TOWARC HANAGUA, ARD
FORCE THE SANDINISTAS OUT. AKD THENZT "COME THE counr:nﬂaxoLur-
T0N. THERE WILL BE 4 NASSACRE IN NICARAGUA,” PRONISEZS ONE
CONTRA OFFICER. "WE HAVE A LOT OF SCORES TO SETTLE. .
FTHERE JLLL 5E 30DIES, FROM THE EGRDER TO MaNAGUS.™ ;
AT OEVIGUSLY WAS NOT WHAT %ASHINGTON EAL IN MIND. |
e 15 LITTLE

CEEFI E = DIRTY LITTLE ¥AR ON THZ GROUND, THE
SUFPCRT f YASHINGTON TTT”L~ FCR & “k:SIVL COUTRA INVASION CR
FGR A BURLCER WAR oSETJZEN HICARAGUA ANL HONDURAS., ... ’

ALTHCUGHE THE RrAGAH ADMINISTRATION AND THE SQNDCEISTAS
DISAGRZZ ON STRATEZGY, U.8. INVOLVEMENT WITH THZ CONTRAS Ha
ESCALATED. ¥HER SRUIPHENT-HELICOPTERS AMD RALIUS FGR -AAVFI:
SEEAKE TOYWN, ICANS REFAIR IT. AMERICANS =STABLISHEL THE
L”EFRI‘L‘"' AINING REZGIME, ANC ARMING THZCONTRAS WASE EASYS;
EFICAW DUIL UP OF TrE HONDURAN PI‘ITARY FREECD

I WHICH VAE SFIFFEZL OFF TG- COUNTRY-
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SLIP INTO THE CENTRAL AMERICAN LINE OF FIRE, IN SEPTEM3ER
- HONDURAN LEFTIST GUERRILLAS TOOK. MORE THAN 100 BUSINESSMEN
T AND OFFICIALS HOSTAGE FOR EIGHT DAYS IN ‘SAM PEDRO SULA. ... , an
AT B ANY MORE VIOLENCE COULD TOUCH OFF A CONFRONTATION OVER nns
- SECURITY MEASURES BETWEEN GENERAL "ALVAREZ AND THE STILL UN- Py
STEADY CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT, ... :
: THE OPERATICN HAS. STIRRED UP ITS INT:ND:D TARSGET
~ AS WELL. THE SANDINISTAS HAVE USED THE CONTRA ATTACKS -
i AS AN EXCUSE TO SPEND AN ESTIMATED 125 MILLION DOLLARS ON b
T DEFENSE THIS YEAR, BEEFING UP THE ARMY AND CIVILIAN MILITIA )
- WHILE ATTACKING WHAT REMAINS OF A FREE PRESS AND PRIVATE e
- " BUSINESS. -BUT SANDINISTA REPRESSION HAS NOT-LED- T3 A - - "
NOTICEABLE UPSURGE 0OF ANTI-SANDINISTA ACTIVITY INSIDE THE
- CDUNTRYcau :
e *TERRIFIED®: BUT OTHER AMERICAN OFFICIALS i
REN & SEE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL., THE SANDINISTA LEADERS T
ARE "TERRIIFIED TO THEIR MARXIST CORES,’' SAYS ONE. THEY o
HAVE MADE THEIR FIRST ATTEMPTS IN MOMNTHS TO TRY TO RE-£STA3L
RE-ESTABLISH COMMUNICATION WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR- AND WITH
= THE UNITED STATES....
S (END TEXT)
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