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Refzcts Role in Area

By EAREBARA CRCSSETTE
sproa1eTie hes Yo Times

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras, July 18
— The Uzited Stzles Embassy in Hon-
duras, unce 2 Foreigs Service backwa-
ter, has over the Jast rwo years become
the largest and mes: important Ameri-
caxn mission in Ceniral America.

To Bondurans and foreign diplomarts
in this capital, the e=baussy — twoiarge

saturday, July 23, 1983 AL%‘B‘

Freclance Pllots Repurted

American and Honduran officials say
that however large the American mili-
tary presence, it is dwaried by the num-
ber of Cuban and Soviet advisers in
Nicaragus. Honduras’s Foreign Minis-
ter, Edgardo Paz Barnica, says there
are 17,000 Cubans, Russians and East-

.ern Europeans in Nicaragua. The Nica-

raguan Governmenl says that there are
only a few thousand and that many of

=nc well-fortified buildings facing each - them are engaged in civilian projects.

Giher zeross une of Teguoipzlpe’s main
ihoroughfares — bas beccme the Y-
ba] of the repidly growing Arperican

i aras, the oo ¢ that
the foczl poim of Was
i region.
Ecnduras, Vesiern diple
mzts znd Honduran oppesition polit-
cians say, ihat the Rezgan Adminisira-
tion is waging a psychological, eco-
nomic and military campaign against
the Sandinisia Govermunent of neighbor-
ing Niczragua.

{area of fighting in northen Nicaragna,
iag well as some Western diplomats
|her&, also believe that an unknown
lnumber of Spanish-speaking Armeri-
. ire " . " .cans of Cuban and Mexican descent
By the embassy’s own count, 18 p,ye privaiely joined the Hondurss-,

Harder to mezsure are the numbers
of American citizens involved in the

puarrilla war being waged against,
Nicaragua from Honduras. There are;
reports here and in Micarugna of
American freelance pilots — of which !

there have always been A substantial

number in Central America — working

with the anti-Sandinistz guerrillas.
Journalists who have traveled 1o the

United Siates now bas close 10 200 mili- -} 2coq4” forces through recruitrnent

1ary advisers, techoicians and engi-

.ezrs in Honduras, not counting the

eight officers and nine enlisied men at-
tached to the military atiaché's office
and the hiilitary Assistznce Group.

The embassy staff sumbers over 140, | though they acimowledge that

drives in Miami.
Both the Reagan Administrztion and
the anti-Szndinisia guertillas dzny that

' American servicemen are directly in-
vyolved in the fighting in Nicaragua, al-

finzncial

at lezsi 35 of them with diplomatic |and material heiphas come from Wash-
r2nk. Most other foreign raissions here, Inglon.

according to American diplomats, have
{ewer than six {oreign service officars. i
Washinglon alsc bas 2 surong and ex- |
perienced Ambessador, John D. Negro-
pante, who is ofien rumored to beunder ©
consi¢eration for higher policy-making
<1< in the Reagan Adminisiration.
Eighizen months zgo the embassy
was tpgreded from 2 Cless 4 1o 2 Class
2 missjon, putung it oo @ par with
Ugited Siztes embzssies in such cities
imz 2nd Buenos Aires. Only those

$oes

wico Ciry and Erzsiije, Class] em-

o
The embessy in El Szivedar has 102
peomanent AmericEn stafi empioyess
zns 100 temmpoTany ; i
clnding the military advisars
Szlvadoran Army 1700ps
inst the guerriiias there.
1ign 10 the other Americans in
Hongduras, & jarge zgriculiure] mission,
~ne=d of 15 1o 26 valuniger Ameri-
can business jz2ders, bas been in and
out of the coumtry receatly to agvise
Bondurans on how to develop the coun-
try’s untapped rural Tesources. AD
American legal commission is aise
counseling Hondurans as they begin a
Teview 0f the couniry's archzic penal
code.

The Agency for Iz 1ermational Devel-
cpment empioysa o ber of American
concultznts here, and mmore than 200
Pouce Corps voluoisers are scattered
{hroughout the couniry.

Salvzdorzans in Training

Of the Amerizan milizzry personpel
pudlicly acknowleized 10 be in Hoo-
cduras, 20 are m =rs of the Seventh
Special Forcss, or Green Berets, who
are tra‘ning Saivadoran troops at an
American inctzlladon sull under cop-
siruciion at Puerto Castilla on Foo-
durze's Caribbean coast.

About 80 membzrs of the United
Stries Army Corps 6f Enginesrs are ex-
tendingarunwayal Comayzguz, nurth-

=est of Tegucigaipa. Sixty Americans

are working on & radar site zbout 12
miles southeast of the city.

An averzge of 50 American military
aévisers are anachsg to the Honduran
zr—ed forces; the number can go
higl.er or lower at acy tims, zccording
10 the embassy. Congress has not tried
10 limit the number of advisers ir Eon-
dusns as it has dooe in El Salvador.

The United Stzies Military Assist-
e Gruap stafl, which supervises the
: Ras i cffzers and five en-

[
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<, ouzrank it iz Ledn ATTETICE. § €

“We never had even one American
trainer,”” Edgar Chamorro Coronel, 2
Jeader of the rebels’ Nicaraguan Demo-
cratic Forces, said in an interview here
recently. “We don’t need Irainers: we
Tzve plenty of people who have been to
Fori Erage. Fort Knox ané Fort Gu-
ek

Dr. Crzmorro also szid that his
forcesna i meri-
czn imel
Zzenls W
1on” reiher 5

Sizies Embas

.2 people Invoived znd
crecy in their opzrations.

1 2n interview Jast week in San José,
Costa Rica, Brooklyn Riverz, a Jeader
of Nicarzguan Miskito Indizn exiles
who are 21so in revolt agzinst the Gov-
ernment in Managua, said that during
hic time in Honduras working with the
anti-Sandinistas he had ot encoantared
any American servicernen advising or
fighting with the rebsls. Mr. Rivera
broke last year with the Eondurarn-

cars of the national guard of Anzstasio
Somoza Debayle. He has since allied his
Indian orgenization, Misurasata, with
the forces of Edérn Pasiora Gimez, who
i fighting the Nicaraguzns {rom the
Cesia Riczn side.

Expelied by Henduras

Mr. Riverz, who said the Eondurans
expelled him from the couniry last June
because of his decision, said be balieved
it'was the Honduran Army under Gen.
Gustavo Alvarez Mardnez, the armned
forces’ chief, who was giving orders 10
the Honduras-based guerTilias on be-
half of the United Sizies. He zdded that
he bzlieved the Rondurans wereserving
ac the condnit for Unjted Siates aid to
the rebels. This would pzrmit the
Arpericzns to Temain only indirectly in-
volved with the guerriila forces.

A spokesman for the Bonduras-based
rebels confirmed here that the Nicara-
guan Democratic Force was being “'ad-
Vised” — somelimes badly, he said —
by the Hondurans. Tne Honduran Gov-
ernment has repeatedly denied that its
army is involved with the guerrilias or

* {hat the rebels are operating from Hon-
durap territory. -
The culiivation of Honduras as a base
of operations against Nicaragna has
been part of American foreign policy
] since the ¥ of President Carter, 8¢
N SOSRHaR S annrd Fur ;- 0 dip-

lomats with long service in the arez.

According w ther analyses, the
United Siates realized aher the fal} of
the Somozz dictatorship i 1978 that the
Szndinistz Governmern in Niczragus |
had the potential for spreading rebel-
Lion in Central America. Washington
then began to cast abou: for allies in the
area, but saw only military govern-
ments with which it wouid be pniideally
swiward to coopErate.

The exception was Costa Ricz, 2
strong democracy. But Costa Rica was
ruied out, diplom=1s say, because of jts
cness to tzke sides and the
oth of ii= democratic-sddialist

up ag exzmples of 2

naiive. EBoth

eizctions Jzst vear, b the vaiing was

znculledin G je oy

uitimately brought Gez. Efrzin Ries

Hontitopower. ’
That left Honduras, z poor but largely

commission b
ger is sz=n here 2s onz more in 2 saries
of arlempts to confrom wnal successive
Amerjcan adminisirations hzve con-
ceded were huge social and econgmic |
problems in the rezion. !
Many diplomats here are skeptical
that the United States can succssd, in :
either a military or economic sense, in'!
isolating Niczragua or sirengthening !
Soadu-asiostznd on its 0w 25 a Strong |
ally in the regon. c
ern Zimopesn Eplemat said in
veneer of democ- j
racy w 5 Eeodwas, and th
human resources of ibe COUTNTY SO
bzdly negiected. thzt only enuImous’
amounts of zid znd wids involvement in .
the runming of the couniry would begi
1o atiack s probigms. There is no indi-
cation thai the Uniied Siates Congress
would ever permit the White Bouse that
latitude.
Corruption Is Prevalent | i
in addition, the dipiomat said, in-’
crezsed economic zid 10 Kondures is!
likely to beswallowed up by aparvasive:
system of corrupiion i the private sec- ;
ior. He said the European Community ;
had discovered this when it tried 10 pro-

beaed rebals because of the preponder- vide milk for Honduran children and
2nce in their leadership of fermer offi- |

found that once it was in the hands of
Hondurans very little reached those
who needed it
Several diplomats working in Central,
America also said that when the United
States, as part of its economic pressuse !
on Nicaragua, recently reduced Mana-
gua’s sugar quoid and gave the 2ddi-
Gonal amount tc Honduras, oae or TWO
wealthy Honduran farpilies promptly
cornered the market. i
i *The aid comes down and goes right
back to hjami,” 2 dipioxmat said.

i
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Freelance Pllots Reported
Amencan and Honduran officials say

TEGUCIGALPA, Ronduras, July 19 that however large the American mili-
_"Ime Unmited States Embassy in Hon- tary presence, it is dwaried by the num-

duras, once 2 Foreign Service backwa-
ter, has gver the last Two years become

ber of Cuban and Soviet advisers in
Nicaragua. Honduras's Foreign Minis-
ter, Edgardo Paz Barnica, says there

e largest and moes: 1 ram i
th £251 Znd MOeS: Laba Amert- o 17,000 Cubans, Russians and Easi-

can —icsion in Cemtrzl America.

ern Europeans in Nicaragua. The Nicu-

T3 Ay Ase - 1 3 oYy
To Bondurans 2od forsizn dplumats rzpuan Government says that there are

in this czpitzl. the smbassy—Twolarge only a few thousand and that many of

zné well-feriified buildings facing each them areengaged in civilian Projects.

]
*zs tzcome the SYID-

of the repidly growing Arserican guerti

pre=enze in Fondures, the coaniry that

1+ is frem Benduores, Wesiem Géiple-
mazs znd Hendurarn oppl

nomic and military campaign 2gainst

the Szndinista Govermmenn 0f neighbor- 1

2
b
i
3
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By the embassy’s cwn count, the
=4 Siates now has close 10 300 mili-
tarv 2CVisers, technicians and engi-
nesrs in Hondurzs, not counting the
eizh: cfficers and nine eniisied men at-
1asned 10 the militzry anaché’s office
= Military Acsistance Group.

The zmbassy siafi numbers over 140,
at lezst 25 of them with diplomatic
renk. Most other foreign missions here,
according to American diplomats, have
{ewer than six foreign service officers.
Weshingion zlsc has 2 srong and ex-
pesienced Ambassador, Jokn D. Negro-
ponte, who is ofien rumored to be under

nsidezdon for higher policy-making
pesis in the Reagas Administrazion.
~hizen months 2go the embassy
Srrzded from a Class 4 1o 2 (lass
—iceiom, purisg it os z par Witk
T Siz1es ermbzesies in such cities
znd Buenos Aires. Only those
co Ciry znd Sresiiiz, Ciass 1 em-
cirank It in Latin &merica.

i 102

i

)

Heoduses, 2 1argez whiurzl mission,

of 15 10 2% volunteer Ameri-
ecg jesders, has been in and
oz of the coumiry receniy 10 advise
Bendurans on how 10 develop the coun-
try's unapped rural rescurces. An
American Jegal commission is also
co! iing Hondusans as they begin a
review of the couniry's zrchaic penal
code.

The Agency for It eznztional Devel-
opment employs 2 prnber of American
censultants here, 224 more ikhan 200
Peace Corps VOhSis2rs are scattered
{hroughout the couny.

Salvadorzze in Trzining

of the American military personpel
publicly acknowlefged to b in Hoo-
guras, 120 are members of the Seventh
Special Forces, or Green Berets, who
are traming Szlvadoran troops at an
Armerican instellation stll under can-
siruction at Puerio Castilla on Hoo-
durzc's Caribbean coast.

Lbowt B0 members of the United

1o 12c Army Corps o Enging2rs are ex-
ie rgarunwayal Comayzgua, north-
west of Tegucigalpa. Sy Americans
zre working on & radar site about 12
miies ssutheast of the dry.

4 averzge of 50 American military
sivisers are anached 10 the Bonduzn

forces; the number can go
- or Jower at any time, zccording
10 the embassy. Congress has no: wried
10 limnit the number of advisers iz Hon

duras as it has done in El Salvador.

The United Sizies Military Assist-
& Groap suafl, which supervises the
es-

jon polig-
cizns szy, that the Reagan Adminisira-
tign is waging 2 psychological, eco-

2lpz’s main .- Harder 10 meusure are the numbers

of American citizens involved in the

there have always been a substantial
number in Central Amenca — working
with the anti-Sandinista guertillas.
: Journalists who have traveled to the
iarea of fighting in northern Nicaragua,
las well as some Western diplomats
here, also believe that an unknown
number of Spanish-spezking Ameri-
icans of Cuban and Mexican descent
‘have privalely joined the Hondures-
‘bhased forces through recruitment
dnves in Miami.
! Both the Rezgan Administration and
' the anti-Sandinista guerrillzs deny that
! American servicemen are directly in-
i valved in the fighting in Nicaragua, al-
though they acimowledge tha: financial
and mztenial heip kas come from Wash-

ington.

“We never had even one Amsrican
- trainer,” Edgar Chamorro Coronel, 2
| Jeader of the repels’ Nicaraguan Demo-
{ cratic Forces, said ip an interview here
! recently. *“We dom’t ne2d trainers: We
' hzve plenty of p=ople who have been to
Tori Bragg, Fort Knox and Fori Gu-
Tick.”

Dr. Chzmoro also szid that hic
forces had rezudar ContaCLs with Ameri-
ce agsmis, but thei these

.

3

inc t

3
b reos

the people invoived andthe2rn
crecy in their operations.

1n zn interview last week in San José,
Costa Rica, Breoklyn Riverz, a leader
of Nicarzpuan Miskito Indian exiles
who are 2lso in revolt against the -
ernimént in Managua, said that during
his time in Rondures working with the
apti-Sandinistzs he had ot encountered
any American servicemen advising or
fighting with the rebels. Mr. Rivsra
broke last vear with the Honduran-
hesed rebals because of the prepandar-

cers of the naiional guard of Anesiasio
Somoza Debayle. Re hes since allied his
Indian orgamization, hisurasate, with
the jorces of Edén Pzsiora Gomez, who
je fighting the Nicaraguans irom the
Cosia Rican side.

Expelied by Bradiras

Mr. Riverz, who s2jd the Eondurans
expelled him from the country jast June
berause of his decision, said he believed
it was the Honduran Army under Gen.
Gusiavo Alvarez Martinez, the arned
forces’ chief, who was giving orders 10
the Hondurzsbased guerrilias on be-
half of the United Stz1es. He added that
he believed the Hondurzns weres2rving
as the conduit for Unjied Siates aid 10
the rebels. This wouwd permit the
Americans to remain oniy indirectly in-
volved with the guerriila forces.

A spokesman for the Honcduras-based
rehels confirmed here that the Nicara-
guan Democratic Force was being “‘ad-
Hsed” — sometimes badly, he said —
by the Hondurans. The Honduran Gov-
ernment has repeatedly denied that its
army is involved with the guerrillas or

! that the rebels are operating {rom Hon-
duran territory. .

The cultivation of Bonduras as a base
of oparations against Nicaragua has
been pant of American foreign policy

. | sinet e vexrs of President Carter, 3C-

PRI fm eAT e el e
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Hla .war being' waged agzinst,
Nicaregua from Honduras. There are
the focal poim of Weshingten's TEPOTL here #nd in Nicaragua ofy ™

= American reelance pilots — of which

znce in their leadership of fermer offi-|:

Jomats with Jong service m the arez.

According 1o thexr anzlyses, the
Unjied Siates realized afier the fall of
the Somazz dictaiorshup in 1879 that the
Sandinistz Governmeni in Nicarague
had the potential for spreading rebel-
Jion in Central America. Washingion
then began 1o cast about for allies inthe
zres, but saw only miliizary govers-
ments with which it would be poiitically
swikward to CoOpeTate.

The excepiion was Costa Rica,
strong democracy. But Costz Fica was .
ruied out, diplomzts say, because of its
—eillinness to take siées and the
+y of s democratic-socizlist.

te, the Camier
znd Rezgan Acmminisiratio
Hondures and Guziemalz 10 e

ivilizn rule so that they conid be h
up a2 exzmpies of 2 dzmocraiic aller-
pztive. Both couniries held n
eiaciions Jzst vear, but the vo
wiled in Guziemmalz by the coun that
timately brought Gem. Eirzin Rios

Aipni Lo power.
That )ef: Honduras, 2 poor but largely
szceful coumry. As Honduras has

¥

=Ty 28 wWag {

of the couniry. Ths zppoimment of a*
cormmission hezded by Benry A. Kiesin-
ger is se=n here 25 ons @ore in a series
of artempts to coniroat wnat successive
American administrations heve com-
“cedsd were huge social and economic |
problems in the region i
futy diplomats here are skepiical i
that the United States can succesd, in !
either a military or economic sense, in
igslating Nicaragua or sirengthening |
Zu=s10 stznd on IS OWn 25 2 SLOng |
theregion. i

" . = i
5 R-estern Suropeswn diplomat saiding
en inteview that O sneer of GEmOC-

ac so thin in Benduras, and thet
resources of the COumiry S0
negiected. that only enormous
* 2id znd wide involvementi in
g of the counuy woulé begin
to aniack its probiems. Thoere is no indi-
c=tion thai the United Siates Congress
wouid ever permit the White Houss that
latitude.
Corruption Is Prevalent ;

Jn addition, the dipiomat said, in
creesed economic zid 10 Hondwes is'
Lkelytobe swaliowed up by a parvasive -
system of corruption in the privais sec-,
id the European Community }

tor. He sai
had discovered this when it tried 10 pro-
vide milk for Honduran children and
found that once it was in the hands of
Hondurans very little reached those
who needed it

Several dipiomats warking in Central
America also said that when the United |
States, as part of its econormic pressure §
on Nicaraguz, recently reduced Mana-
cua's sugar guota and gave the addi-
Gonal zmount to Bonduras, one oF ™o
\ wealthy Honduran families promptly
cornered the markel i

‘“The aid comes GOwD and goes right
pack 1o Miiami,” a diplomat said.
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TEGUCIGALPA, Rondwes, July 18
— The Uxited States Embassy in Hon-
dures, once a Foreign Service backwa-
ter, has gver the last Two years become
the largest and mmos: important Ameri-
carn rmission in Central America.
rzns and foreizn diplosars
i1l the embassy —Twolarge
criified b o= facing each
pes une Of Te31 oa’s main
=inrpe . m2g Lzoome 1he SYID-
e repidly growing ArDerican

nmiry that

Zig

DIICH ~= region.

1= is fro= Benduras, WSS diple-
mats znd Honduran OF »siton politi-
cians say, that the Rezgar Administra-
tign is waging a psychological, eco-
nomic and military ca—paign 2gainst
the Sancinista Govermmeant of neighbor-
ing Niczragua.

By ihe embassy’s «GwD count, the
Urited Sizies now Las ciose 10 200 mili-
tary agvisers, tectnicians and eng-
pesrs in Hondurzas, not couniing the
eight cfficers and nine enfisted men at-
tached to the military anaché's office
and the Military Assistzance Group.

The embassy siaff sumbsrs over 140,
at least 35 of them with diplomatic
rank. }Most other {oreign raicsions here,
according to American Giplomats, have
ervice officars.

{ewer than sbx: fore
Was

considsrztion for higher policy-making

<1z in the Reagan £ dminisration.

Tichizzn months 220 the embassy
was ppgreded rom 2 Ciass 4 10 2 Ciass
2 missicn, puming It 05 z par with
Urited Siztes embas ies in such cities
ae Lime ané Buesogs Alres. COnly thoss
sico Ciny and Eezciije, Class 1 em-
ec, ouirank it im Tzzin ATSETICE.
embassy in = gzivzdor has 102

prTnES 12fi

ant Americon stzefl emxpioyess
zns 100 temprrarny Guy peTErelL in-
cluding the military z@visers wzining
Szivedoran ATrE, troops  fighting
2gzinst the guemilias <here

1n 254500 10 the GLer Amerizans in
Headusas, 2 12728 scwurzl mission,
commossa of 1510 20 volunissr Ameri-
czn b jezders, Las been In and
ot of the country receadly 0 advise
Hondurzns on how to devaiop the coun-
1iry’s untapped Tural resgurces.
American legal commizsion is also

¢ Hondurans as ey begin 2
I the couniry’s archaic panal

code.

The £gency for I
oprasat employsa
coasultznts here, aad¢ IZUre than 200

ignal Devel-

e af P —nriCE
~ber of Amencan

Peuce Corps VOlIDisRTs are scartered
{hroughout the COZZLryY.
Salvadorens in Trzining

Of the American miliiary personnel
pudlicly acknowl ed 1o be in Hop-
duras, 120 are memO=TS of the Seventh
Special Forces, or Green Berets, who
are iraining Salvadoran trodps at an
American installation still under con-
siruction al Puerio Casiilla on Hon-
durze's Caribbean coast.

Abomt 80 memiErS of the United
Siztec Army Corps of Engineers are ex-
tenc ng a runway at Comeayagua, nurth-
west of Tegucigalpa. SIXTY Americans
.orking on & yadar site about 12
Sutheast of the iry.
verage of 50 American miliary
ore are antachzd 10 he Hondwzn
jorces; the number cam g0
- or Jower at azy time, accursing
< embassy. Congress has not wried

10 Lot the number of advisers in Ban-

- {rpiner,” Edgar Chamorro Coronel, 2
. o 1 leader of the rebels’ Nicaraguan Demo- -
hingion 2ise bas 2 swong 200 X8 cratic Forces, said it an interview bere}  Many Giplomats here are skeptical
periencad Ambassador, Jon D. Negro- | recently. “We don’t nesd trainers. We | that the United States can succesd, in
pante, who is ofien ermored to be under ¢ hzve pienty of pople who have been 1o gither 2 military or economic sense, in
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Freclance Pllots Reported jommats :;m long e;;\'ice inthe arez.
. - According 10 thewr anaiyses, the
lmf‘l";foﬁ‘vg;’]fr“““d“m officials SaY ppired States rezlized afier te fall of

ge the American mili- 1he Somoza dictatorship in 197 that
A . o e rship in 1242 t the
tary presence, it1s dwarded by the num- gy ndimsta Government in Niczromz
ber of Cuban and Soviet advisers in .4 the Lemiai {or spreading r;ge}
Nicaragua. Honduras’s Foreign Minis- g0 o g:ntral Amez:x-; Was%inwwr;
ter, Edgardo Paz Bamica, says there  ypon hegan to cast about for allies inthe
are 17,000 Cubans, Bussians and East- __ .. —fm saw only miliary :ovem-
ern Egropeans in Nicaragua. The Nica-  enfs with which it wouid be poiitically
raguzn Governmen says that there are g oireard 10 coopsrate ) )
.only a few thousand and thal many of ~ he exce 1i:§x-‘was' Costa Rica, 2
-themn are engaged in civilian projects. g dn:mf—racv Bur Costa Fica was
. Harder to messure are the numbers nﬂe:jhou[ dinlomats say, because of its
of American citizens involved in the . cime. D ke ides and the
guerTilla war being waged agzinst =7 ;s a e S0 cocizli .
Nicaragua from Honduras. There are i democresic-socialist
repurts here und in Nicarugua of ;

American {reslance pilots — of which; Civitiza Tt
there have always been a subsiantial | sccurding to Gip
number in Central America — working | and Rezgan A&
with the anti-Sandinista guerrillas. Hondures and Gustemala 10 78

A
: Journalists who have Iraveled Lo the | civiiian rule so that they couid be held
jarea of fighting in sorthern Nicaragua, | up as exzroples of 2 Gemoscratic alier- -
lag well as some Western diplomals | native. Both couniries heid nation
ihera, also believe that an unknown' | ejzctions jzst vear, bui the voing was
‘number of Spznish-speaking Ameri- | znonlled in Gusternala by the coup that
icans of Cuban-and Mexican descent | ultimately brought Gen. Efrzin Rios
‘have privately joined the Hondurzs- | 2505t 10 POWET.

"based forces through recruitment That Jef Fonduras, a poor bul largaly
.drives in Miami. pezceful counuy. Ac Honduras has

& 2¢ Wzehingion's base of operaE-

i Both the Reagin Administration and
1 in the area. the Unjied Sigies has

" the anu-Sandinista guerrillas deny that
‘lAmeric:-m servicemen are direclly in- | 1ried to contribuie to the G2 rgioprment ¢
' valved in the fighting in Nicaragua, al-} of th2 couairy The zppoimime i
though they acimowledge that Timancial commissicn hezded by Benry A. Kissio-
ang material help kas come from Wasb- -er is seen here 25 one more in 2 series
ington af zrempts 1o coafront what successive |

Swe pever had even one American American administrations have com- *
ceded were huge social and economic
probiemsin the region

)

Fori Bragg, Fort Knox and Fori Gu-| isclating Nicaragua or sirengthening |
Tick.” . Tonfuras 1o siznd on jts 0wn 28 & SIong :
Dr. Chemorre also said that his region. ;
forces had regular conialls with Amaeri- - Su-omezn diplomat s23d in §
c=n inieliigence agests, but that thess Hew that the venssr of democ-i
zpents were "'semi doWD from Washing- | racy was S0 thin in Ecnduras, and the
1on” rether 5 tyi-tole cioiess | human resowces of the couniry SO '
i i badly pegiected. that only enOImous’
2mounte of 2id ané wide involvementi in ;
ce sernvices, citing Chy the 1= g of the counury wouid begic
.= people invoived zng the I 10 anack its probiems. There is no i
crecy in their gperations. cztion thai the United States Congress '
15 an inierview lasi week in San Josa, | would ever permit the White House that
Costa Rica, Brooklyn Rivers, 2 jeader| Jatimude. .
of Nicarz‘gua_n Miskito Indizn exiles Corruption Is Prevalent :
o = T = -
who are 2iso in revolt against the Gov: In addition, the dipiomat caid, in-'

3 X ,,_:
ement o Maragua, soid (b3 UNTE | creased coonomle S e aparves ist
anti-Sandinistas he had not encountered Ifkely to be swallowed up by a parvasive -
anv American servicernen advising or sysiém of corruption in the privaie o .
foiiing with the rebsls. Mr. Rivera| jog He said the European Commumty |
broke last year with the Hondusah- h?d d;(}ﬂt;:‘&red this : ben lﬁﬁg pro-
based rebals because of the prepander- i *;-u.jed 1h for Hcfwf:n the handzncgf
2nce in their leadership of former oifi- | found that once it ¥ u ed
cers of the national guard of Aznesizsio Hondurans very little reached those
Somoza Debayle. Hehas since aliiad his whonesded it .
Indian orgamization, Misurasaiz, with Several diplomats working in Central
the forces of d4n Pastora Gomez, who | America also said that when the Unjied
is fighting the Niczraguzns from the| States,aspart of its economniC Pressuie
Cesia Rican side. on Nicaraguz, recently reduced Mana-
Expelled by Henduras gua's sugar quoia and gave the de“,l

Mr. Rivera; %ho -said the Honjdurans ‘u'unal amount 10 Hondau.m‘zsi]j. one o.—mrv-;-r‘)
expelled Eim from the couniry Jast June | wealthy Hofdmnet_{ es pro=piy
bacause of his decision, said be believed | : comered the mary d zoes right
it was {he Bonduran Army under Geno +“Tbeaid comes o ot ':'\d_
Guetavo Alvarez Martinez, the armed back to hiami," 2 diplomat S
jorces® chief, who was giving orders 10
the Honduras-based guerrilias on be-
half of the United Siztes. Be zGde=d that
hebzlieved the Hundurans were sarving
ac the conduit for Uniied Siates aid w
{he rebels. This would p=mit the
Americans lo rersain only indirectly in-
volved with the guesTiila forces. .. ~

A spokesman for the Honduras-based .
rebals confirmed here that the Nicara-

2n Demozratic Force was being “ad-
Wsed” — sometimes badly, he szid —
by the Hondurens. Tne Eonduran Gov-
ernment has repeatedly denied that its
army is involved with the guerrillas or
that the rebals are operating from Hoo-
dwrac terTitory. -

= as it has doae in El Sajvador.
The United Stzies niilitary Assist-
arce Groap safl, =hich suparvises the
: nas fon offcers and five eo-
K . &'t ol-

The cultivation of Hondurasasa base
of operations against Nicaragua has
peer pari of American foreign policy
cince the vears of President Czrier, 3¢~
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Sprmzite The hvew Y on Times

TEGUCIGALPA,* Rondusas, July 12
— The United States Embassy in Eon-
duras, vnce 2 Foreign Service backwa-
ter, has over the last two years become
the largest and mos? importan: Ameri-
can roission in Central America.

To Hondurans znd foreign diplumats
in this czpital. th ussy — TWO large

e emb

znc well-fortified buildings facing each*

mats and Honduranp OF
cians say, that the Reagarn Adminisira- |

tion is waging a psycholugical, eco-
nomic and military campaign against
the Szndinista Goverrunent of neighbor-
ing Niczragna.

By the embassy’s cwn coum, the
United Sizies now has ciose 10 300 mili-
tary advisers, tecknicizns and engi-
pesrs in Horduras, no: counting the
eight officzrs and nine enlisied men at-
tached 10 ihe military anaché’s olfice

and the Military £ssistance Group.

The embessy siaff sumbers over 140,
at least 25 of them with diplomatic
ank. Most other foreign missions here,
according to Americzn dipiomats, have
{ewer than six {oreign service ofiicers.
washingion zlso bas 2 suong and ex-
perienced Asmbassador, Joan D. Negro-
ponte, who is oftes rmored to be under
consideration for higher policy-maling
postein the Reagan Adminisirazion.
Eighieen months ago the embassy
wae upgreded from 2 Class 4 10 2 Class

misgjor, puting it o5 & par with
Urited Sizies embas in such cities

ac Lime and Suends Alres. Caly those
in xLerico Ciry and Erasiliz, Cizss 1 emm-
nzssies, cumrank i in Ladz & i
The embassy in El Szivedar
permanent American stzfi er

zné 100 1=mporary Guiy o

clzding the military advise
Szivadoran Army  roips
errilizsihere.

Arnerizans in
ral mission,

2C volumiesr Ameri-

fighiing

e b B
X

can business
out of the counisy recently to advise
‘Eondurans on how to develop the cour-
try’s untapped Tural IEscuIces. An
American Jegal commission is aiso
counseling Hondurans as they bzgin 3

review of the counizy’s 2ic 20

e:
The Agency for Imtemnational Davel
opment employs a puTmber of Asmerican
consultznts here, and more than 200
Peuce Corps volumizars are scatiered
{hroughout the coanry.

Salvadorzass in Trziniog

of the Ammerican rmilitary p=rsonnel
pudlicly acknowlefged W be i Hoo
duras, 120 are members of the Seventh
Special Forcss, oF Green Berers, who
are training Szivadoran mroops at an
American insizllation stll under con-
struction a2t Pueno Castillz on Ron-
durzs's Caribbean coast.

thout 80 members of the United
Sicies Armmy Corps 0f Engineers e ex-
tending a runway at Comsavaguz, north-
west of Tegucigalpz. Sixty Americans
are working on & radar site zbout 12
mijes southezst of the ciry.

An averzge of 56 American military
28visers are antached 10 the monduran
.—ed Jorces; the number cun g0
higher or Jower 21 any time, according
10 the embazssy. Congress has not imied
10 limit the number of advisers iz Boo-
dusns 2s it bas dooe in El Salvador.

The United Sizies Military Assisl-
ses the
afncers and five en-

5's o}-

2i

Saturday, Ju

Freelunce Pllots Reported

American and Hunduran officials say
that however large the American mili-
tary presence, itis dwarfed by the num-
ber of Cuban and Soviet advisers in
Nicaragua. Honduras's Foreign Minis-
ter, Edgardo Paz Barnica, says there
are 17,000 Cubans, Russians and East-
ern Europeans in Nicaragua. The Nica-

.raguan Government says that there are
.only & few thousand and that many of
them are engaged in civihan projects.
Harder to mezsure are the numbers
of American citizens involved in the
guertilla war being waged egainst

Ricarzgua from Honduras. There are.
reparts hure and in Nicaragua of

American freelance pilots — of which
(here have always been & substantial
number in Central America — working
with the anti-Sandinista guerrillas.

Journalists who have traveled 1o the
area of fighting in northern Nicaragua,
‘ag well as some Western diplomals
‘lhen‘:. also believe that an unknown
,number of Spanish-spezking Ameri-
icans of Cuban and Mexican descent
‘have privately joined the Hondurzs-
‘based forces through recruitment
.drives in Miami. :

i Both the Reagan Adminisiration and
:the anti-Sandinista guerrillas deny that
' American servicemen are directly in-
ivolved in the fighting in Nicaragua, al-
though they ackmowledge that financial
and malerial help kas come from Wash-
ington.

“We never had even one American
_trainer,” Eégar Chamorro Cormel, 2
i Jeader of the rebels’ Nicaraguan Demo-
} cratic Forces, said i an interview here
i recently. “We don't nexd trainers: We
* have plenty of people who hzve been 1o
Fort Bragg. Fort Koox and Fari Gu-
Tick." .

Dr. Chzmorro also said that his
for seular comtacic Witk Ameri-
czn imeliigence zgents, but that
zgems were 'sent dowm o Washing-

¥ zched wihe U

3

Tt
patybe]

in

2S5

15 zn interview last week in San José,
Cestz Ricz, Brooklyn Rivers, a leader
of Nicarzgnan Miskito Indizn exiles
who are 2150 in revolt 2gainst the Gov-
erzoent in Managua, said that during
his time in Hondures working with the
anti-Szndinistas he had not encousitered
zny American servicernen agdvising or
fighting with the rebels. Mr. ivera
broke last vear with the Honduran-
besed rebals becaunse of the preponder-
znce in their leadership of furmer oifi-
cers of the national guard of Anestasio
Somoza Dezbayle. Hehas since allied his
Indian orgasization, Misuraszia, with
the forces of Edét Pastora Gomez, who
is fighting the Niczraguzps irom the
Costa Rican side.

Expelled by Fesduras

Mr. Rivera) who szid the Hondurans
expelled bim frum the cousiry Jast June
because of his decision, said he believed
it was'the Honduren Army under Gen.
Gustavo Alvarez Meartnez, the arrmed
forces’ chief, who was giving orders to
the Honduraebased guerrillas on be-
h2lf of the United Sizies. He added that
he bzlieved the Hendurans wers serving
ac the conduit for United States aid 10
the rebels. This would promit the
Americans to remain oniy indirecty in-
volved with the guertilla forees.

A spokesman for the Hondures-based
rebels conlirmed here that the Nicara-
guzn Democratic Force was being “'ad-
Heed” — sometimes badly, he said —
by the Hondurens. The Honduran Gov-
emmment has repeatedly denied that its
army is involved with the guerrillas or

! that the rebals are operating from Hon-
duran territory. .

The cultivation of Honduras 2s a base
of operations against Nicaragua has
Yeen pani of American foreign palicy
since the vezrs of President Carnler, 3c-

. ~
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Jomats with long service in the ares.

According to thewr as2lyses, the
United States realized afier the fall of
the Somozz dictatorship in 1979 that the
Sandimstz Government in Niczregus
had the potential for, spreading rebal-
Lion in Central America. Washingion
then began to cast about or allies in the
zres, but saw only military govern-
ments with which it wonld bz poiitically
awiward 10 cooperate.

The excepiion was Costa Rica, =&
strung democracy. Bt Costa Fica was | -
noed out, diplomats say, beczuse of its
nwillingness to ke sides and the

its democratic-socizlist '

Gvilian rwe so that they cozid be held !
up 2c exzmples of 2 Gemo e zlier-
nztive. Both cecumiries held naticn
eizctions Jzst vear, bt the voulng was
zn=ulled in Guztemals by the coup that
ultimately brought Gen. Efrzin Rios
205t 10 pOWEer. '

That Jekt Hongiras, a ppor but largely |
pazceful counuy. As Honduras ‘hkas .
grown 2¢ Waskhingron's base of opera- !
gicne in the arez. : Stzies has
Hied 10 contrimiie to the gaveicpment
of the country. The 2p iment of 2
commission headed enry A. Kissin-

ger is se2n here 25 one more in a series
of amiexpts 1o coniront what successive
American administrations have con-
ceded were huge social and econsmic
problems in the region.

Sany Giplomats here are skeptical
that the United States can succesd, in
either a military or economic sense, in
isolating Nicaragua ar sirengthening
Zonures 1o siznd onlls 0FN @5 a SODG |
20ly in the region. i
m Europezn diplemat said in
dew tha: ithe veneer of democ-
sacy was so thin in Fenduras, and the
human resources of the coumry S0
badly negiected. it only enormous
amounts of 2id ané wide involvementin
the rusming of the couniry would begin |
10 amiack its probieme. Toere i€ no indi- ¢
cation thai the ed Siztes Congress’
would ever permit the White House that
latitude.

Corruption Is Prevalent

in addition, the diplomat said, ip--
crezsed economic zid to Honduras st
Kielyto be swallowed up by a parvasive i
system of corTupiion in the privaie sec-,
10r. He said the European Community |
had discovered this when it tried to pro-
vide milk for Honduran children and
found that once it was in the hands of |
' .Hondurans very little reached those
who needed it.

Several diploma
America also said

as partof its

v

(o]

i
i

ts working in Central
that when the United
econornic pressure
an Nicaraguz, recently reduced Mana-
gue's sugar guoid and gave the addi-
Honal amount to Honduras, one 07 w0
wealthy Honduran families prompiy
comered the market. )

«The aid comes down and goss right
back to Mizami,™ 2 diplomat said.

H

\
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4L Growing Limcassy
£ om A
Reflects Role in Area
By EARBAFRA CROSSETTE

Sprcaie The bvev Yo Times

TEGUCIGALPA,* Honduras, July 19
— Tne United Siztes Embassy in Hon-
duras, unce a Foreign Service backwa-
ter, has over the last two years bacome
the largest and mes: iraporiant Ameri-
cagn raission in Ceniral America.

To Hondurans and foreign diplumats
in this capial. the usEy — tWo Jarge
ané well-fortified bui facing each
oiher zeress ong of T Ine’s main
thoroughiares — Zas Leome the syim-
bol of the rzpidly growing American
presence in Fonduras, the couniry that
} poimi of Wzshingen's

Ern Giple-
ton potit-
cians say, that the Rezgar Adminisira-
1gn is waging a psychulogical, eco-
nomic and military campaign against
the Sandinisiz Govermanent o) neighbor-
ing Kiczragua.

By the embassy’s own count, the
Urited Siaies now has close 10 300 mili-
tarv advisers, technicians and engi-

pe=rs in Hondures, no: counting the ’

eight officers and nine enlisied men al-
tached 1o the military attaché’s office
and the Military Assistznce Group.

The embassy siafl numbers over 140,
at least 35 of them with diplomatic
rark. Most other foreign raissions here,
according to Armerican diplomats, have
{ewer than six foreigm service officars.

Washingion 2iso bas 2 surang and‘e:.r.-l

perienced Ambassador, John D. Negro-
ponte, who is ofien rumored ro be under
consideration for higher policy-making
posisin the Reagzs Adminisiration.
Eightzen months 2g0 the embassy
wes upgreded from 2 Ciass 4 o 2 Class
2 missiop, puting i1 on z par with
jrited Sizies embas i i

es in such citjes

ac Limez and Buenos Adres. Oaly those
in 2eexico Ciny and
i

3 hies , Ciass 1 em-

“The ernbzesy in
p=mmanent Ameni
103 1emporarny
ging the military advi

Szivedoran Army troops fighiing
agzinst the guerrilias there.

1n z4Giiion 1o the oiher Americansin
Honduses, & ierge zgoicutnira) mission,
compaszd of 15 1o 28 vohmtser Ameni-
can businecs izz2ders, bas been in and
oui of the country recently 10 advise
Fondurzns on how to develop the coun-
try’s untapped rural Tesources. An
Amercan Jegal commission is also
counseling Hondwrans as they bagin a
review of the couniry’s archzic penal
code.

The Agency for T
opmsznt employs 2 o
consultants here, 2a¢ rmore than 200
Peace Corps voluoisers are scatnered
{hroughout the couniry.

Salvadorens in Treining

Of the A 21y personpel
publicly acknow 2d to be ir Hop-
Zures, 120 are me=>=rs of the Seventh
Special Forces, or Green Berets, who
are training Szlvadoran troops at an
American instzliazion still under con-
struction at Puerio Casiilla on Hoo-
Gurae's Czribbean coast.

About B0 me s of the United

tz1es Army Curps of Znginesrs s ex-
‘npa runway a2t Cemeayegue, nort
west of Tegucigelpa. SiXty Americans
woriing on & rzCar site about 12
miies southeast of the city. .

An averzge of 50 Amesjcan military
advizers are anachzd 1o the Honduran

es; the npumbar can go

er or Jower ai 2oy time, according
e embassy. Congress has not iried
{0 lizit the number of advisers iz Bon-
duras as it has dons in El Salvador.

srnational Devel-
her of American

are

wrns
The United Sizies Military Assist-
ance Groap siafl, which supervises the
gdvisere, has feur ¢ en-
x i ‘s ol

-

=7 oL

» trainer,

Freelance Pllots Repurted

American and Honduran officials say
that however large the American mili-
tary presence, it is dwarfed by the num-
ber of Cuban and Soviet advisers in
Nicaragua. Honduras's Foreign Minis-
ter, Edgardo Paz Bammica, says there

-ure 17,000 Cubans, Russians and East.
e Europeans in Nicaragua. The Nica-
.raguan Government says that there are
.only a few thousand and that many of
‘them are engaged in civilian projects.

Harder to meusure are the numbers

of American citizens involved in the

.

guerrilla war being waged against
Nicaragua from Hondurzs. There are:

repurts here and in Nicarzgua of
American freelance pilots — of which
thzre have always been a substamiial
number in Central America — working
with the anti-Sandinisia guerrillas.

Journalists who have traveled 1o the
}area of fighting in northern Nicaragua,
ias well as some Wesiern diplomats
iher&, also believe that an unknown
jnumber of Spanish-speaking Ameri-
jcans of Cuban and Mexican descent
‘have privately joined the Honduras-
‘based forces. through recruitment
~drives in Miami.
Both the Reagan Administration and
‘the anti-Sandinista guertillas deny that
! American servicemen are directly in-
ivolved in the fighting in Nicaragua, al-
though they ackmowledge that financial
znd material heip bas come from Wash-
inglon. ’

“%’e never had even one Amsrican
» Edgar Chamorro Coronel, a2
leader of the rebels’ Nicaraguan Demo-
cratic Forces, 5aid in an interview here
! recently. “We don’t ne=d Irainers. We
| have pienty of people who have bzen to
i Fori Bragg, Fort Knox and Fort Gu-
! ljck.”

Dr. Chzmorro 2lso szid that his
forces had reguizar contacts with Ameri-

imieliigence agemte, but that these

zZzenis were 1 dowo from Wash

&

10n" resher (5an 2nachel o the
Sizies Smbessy here. Exmbacs!

ths people invoived and
crecy in their opzrations.

I zn interview last week in San José,
Costa Rica, Brooklyn Riverz, a leader
of Nicarzguan Miskito Indian exiles
who are 21so in revolt agzainst the Gov-
ermment in Managua, said that during
his time in Honduras working with the
anti-Szndinistas he had not encountered

any American servicemen advising or
fighting with the rebels. Mr. Rivera

broke Jast vear with the Honduwran-
based rebsls because of the preponder-
ance in their leadership of former oif-
cers of the national guard of Anzstasio
Somoza Debayle. He has since allied his
Ingian organizaiion, Misurasata, with
the forces of Edén Pasiora Gomez, wWho
i fichting the Nicareguzns from the
Cosia Rican side.
Expelied by Rozdiras

Mr. Riverz, who sz2id the Eondurans
expelied him frum the couniry Jast June
bzcause of his decision, said he bzlieved
it was the Honduran Army under Geo.
Gusiave Alvarez Mardnez, the arrmed
forces’ chief, who was giving orders 10
the Honduras-based guertillas on be-
half of the United States. He 262=d that
he bziieved the Fondurens were serving
25 the conduit for United Stiates aid 10
the rebels, This would p=rmit the
Americans to remzin only indirectly in-
valved with the guerrilla forces.

A spokesman for the Honduras-based
rebele confirmed here that the Nicara-
guan Democratic Force was being ‘ad-
vised” — sumetimes badly, be said —
by the Aondurans. Tne Honduran Gov-
emment has repeatedly denied that its
army is involved with the guerrillas or
! that the rebals are operating from Hon-
. duran territory. -

!

The cultivation of Bonduras as a base
of operations a2gzinst Nicaragua. has
beer ari of American foreign policy

since the vears of President Caner, ac-

PR

‘geris

lumats with long service in Lhe arez.

According w0 ther anzivses, the
United States realized afier the fal] of
the Somoza dictatorship in 1879 that the
Sandinistz Governrnent in Nicemag
bad the potential for spreading rebel-
lion in Central Amerjca. Wachington
then began to cast about for allies in the
zrez, but saw only military govern-
ments with which it would be palitically
zwiward 1o cooperate,

The exception was Costa Ricza, 3
swrong democracy. But Cosia Rica was
ruied out, diplomats say, bacause of jis
vowillingness to take sides and the

dasszll
srength of s democyztic-socizlist

o Ride Precsed
According 1o diplomats, the Carier
inistretions presse=d
Fonduras and Guatemalz 10 TEIWT 10
civilizn rule so that they couid be held .
up 2c exampies of 2 Gemocratic alier- -
native. Both countiries held nezional -
elections lest vear, but the vaiing was
znzulled in Gustemalz by the coup that
ultimately brought Gea. Efrzin Ries
05Tt 10 DOWRr.

That Jefi Hondiras, a poor but Jargely

H

ricns ip the area.
1ried 10 coniTiblie 1o
o? the couniry. ys

commission headed by Henry 4. Kissin-
zan here 25 one more in a series

SER!

-
e G

of zrtempts to confront what successive
American adminisirations have com-
ceded were huge social and econgmic
probiems in the region.

fany diplomats here are skeptical

that the United States can succezd, in
either 2 military or economic sense, in
isplating Nicaragua or suengtheming
Honfurasio siznd on its 0wN 2s & 5ong
heregion.
1ern Susopezn diplomat said in
1he venser of democ-
25 so thin in Esnduras, and the
heman resources of the couniry so !
badly negiected. that only enorimeus’
amounte of 2id 2nd wide involvementin |
the rurning of the couniry would b,
1o arack its probiems. Thereis no in
cation thai the United Swates Congress
would ever parmit the White House that
latitude.

Corruption Is Prevalent i

In addition, the diplomat said, in-’
crezsed economic aid to Hondures is*
likely to be swallowed up by a parvasive .
svsiem of corruption in the privaie sec- .
1or. He said the European Community
had discovered this when it tried 10 pro-
vide milk for Honduran children and
found that once it was in the hands of |
Hondurans very lirtle reached those
whoneeded it.

Several diplomats working in Central
America also said that when the United |
States, as part of its'economic pressure |
on Nicaraguz, recently reduced Mana-
gua's sugar guota and gave the 2ddi-
Tional amount to Honduras, ong or w0

\ wezlthy Honduran families prozoptly

! cornered the markeL. .

i wThe aid comes down and goes right
back to Miami,” 2 diplomat said.
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Reflects Role in Area

By EARBARA CROSSETTE

Special1o The hew Yok Times

Freelance Pllots Reported
American and Hunduran officials say

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras, July 19 that however large the American mili-
— The United States Embassy in Hop- lary presence, 1t is dwarfed by the num-

duras, once a2 Foreign Service backwa-
ter, has over the last two yvears become
the largest and most important Ameri-

can micsjon in Central America. «

ber of Cuban and Soviet advisers in
Nicaragua. Honduras’s Foreign Minis-
ter, Edgurdo Paz Barnica, says there
are 17,000 Cubans; Russians and East-
ern Europeans in Nicaragua. The Nica-

_ To Hoadurans and foreign diplomars r,guan Government says that there are
in this capital, the embassy -~ twolarge only a few thousand and that many of *
and well-furiified buildings facing each them are engaged in civilian projects.

other acress one of Tegucigalpa's main
has Lecome the sym-
bol of the rapidly growing American

thoroughfares —

presence in Honduras, the country that
is now the focal point of Washinglon's
policy in the region.

1 is {rom Honduras, Wesiern diplo-
mals and Honduran opposiiion politi-
cians say, that the Reagan Administra-
tion is waging a psychological, eco-
nomic and military campaign against
the Sandinista Governiment of neighbor-
ing Nicaragua.

By the embassy’s own count, the
United States now has close to 300 mili-
tary advisers, technicizns and engi-

neers in Honduras, not counting the |

eight officars and nine enlisied men at-
tached to the military attaché’s office
and the Military Assistznce Group.

The embassy staff numbzrs over 140,
at least 35 of them with diplomatic
rank. Most other foreign missions here,
according to American diplomats, have
{ewer than six foreign service officefs.
Washington 2lso has a strong and ex-
perienced Ambassador, Jotin D. Negro-
ponte, who is often rurnored to be under
consideration for higher policy-making

15 in the Reagan Aéminisiration.

Eighteen months ago the embassy
‘was upgraded from a Ciass 4 to a Class
2 mission, putiing it om a par with
United Stzies embassies in such cities
as Lima and Buenos Aires. Only those
in Mexico Ciry and Erasilia, Ciass 1 em-
bassies, ourrank it in Latin Arerica.
The ermbessy in El Szlivador has 102
permenent American stafl emmployess
and 100 temporary cuty pE i
cleding the military advis
Sahvadoran Army trogps
against the puerrsilias there.

In addition 1o the other Americans in
Honduras, 2 lerze agricultural mission,
compasad of 15 to 20 volunteer Ameri-
can businsss izaders, has been in and
out of the country recently to advise
Hondurans on how to develop the coun-
try’s untapped rural resources. An
American legal commission is also
counseling Hondurans as they begin a
review of the country’s archaic penal
code.

The Agency for International Devel-
opment employs a number of American
consuitants here, and more than 20
Peace Corps volunteers are scattered
throughout the country.

Saivadoraps in Training

Of the American military parsonnel
publicly acknowleczed to be in Hoo-
duras, 120 are members of the Seventh
Spacial Forces, or Green Berets, who
are training Salvadoran troops at an
American installation still under con-
struction at Puerto Castilla on Hop-
duras’s Caribbean coast.

sbout 80 membsrs of the United
Stztes Army Corps of Engin are ex-
tend.ng a runway at Comayagus, north-
west of Tegucigalpa. Sixty Americans
are working on & radar site about 12
miles southeast of the city.

An average of 50 American military
advisers are atiached 1o the Honduran
armed forces; the numb2r can go
higher or lower at any time, according
10 the embassy. Congress has not iried
to limit the number of advisers in Hon-
duras as it has done in El Salvador.

The United States Military Assist-
. ance Group staff, which supervises the

adyisers, has four officers and five en-
jisted men. The military atiaché’s of-
fice numbers four officers and four en-
1 - : "

fighting

Harder to measure are the numbers
of American citizens involved in the
guerrilla .war being waged against
Nicaragua from Honduras. There are
reports here and in Nicaragua of
Amencan freelance pilots — of which
there have always been a substantial
number in Central America — working
with the anti-Sandinista guerrillas.

Journalists who have traveled 1o the
area of fighting in northern Nicaragua, |,
as well as some Western diplomats
here, also believe that an unknown
number of Spanish-speaking Ameri-

icans of Cuban and Mexican descent
"have privately joined the Honduras-
based forces through recruitment’
drives in Miami.
. Both the Reagan Administration and
- the anti-Sandinista guerrillas deny that
American servicemen are directly in-
vulved in the fighting in Nicaragua, al-
i though they acknowledge that financial
{and material help has come frora Wash-
ington.

“We never had even ope American
trainer,” Edgar Chamorro Coronel, a
Jeader of the rebels’ Nicaraguan Demo-
cratic Forees, said in an interview here
recently. ‘“We don’t need trainers: We
have plenty of people who have been to
Fori Bragg, Fort Knox and Fort Gu-
lick.”

Dr. Chzmorro also said that his
forces had reguiar contacis with Ameri-
can inteliigence agents, but that these
agents were “‘sznt down from Washing-
ton”* rether than artached to the United
Stztzs Embass 3
enumerate or iGantify
telligence services, cit
the people involved and ¢
crecy in their operations.

In an inierview last week in San José,
Costa Rica, Brooklyn Riverz, a leader
of Nicarzguan Miskilo Indian exdles
who are also in revolt against the Gov-
emnment in Managua, said that during
his time in Honduras working with the
anti-Sandinistas he had not encountered
any American servicemen advising or
fighting with the rebsls, Mr. Rivara
broke last year with the Honduran-
based rebels because of the prepender-
ance in their leadership of former off-
cers of the national guard of Anastasio
Somoza Debayle. He has since aliied his
Indian organization, Misurasata, with
the forces of Edén Pastora Gomez, Who
is fighting the Nicaraguans from the
Costa Rican side.

Expelled by Honduras

Mr. Rivera! who szid the Hondurans
expelled him from the country last June
because of his decision, said he believed
it was the Honduran Army under Gen.
Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, the armed
{orces’ chief, who was giving orders to
the Hondures-based guerrilias on be-
half of the United States. He added that
he bzlieved the Hondurans were serving
as the conduit for Uniied Siates aid o
the rebels. This would pzrmit the
Amerjcans to rersain only indirectly in-
volved with the guerrilla forces.

A spokesman for the Yonduras-based
rebels confinmed here that the Nicara-
. guan Democratic Force was being “‘ad-
vised”” — sometimes badly, he said —
by the Hondurans. The Honduran Gov-
ernment has repeatedly denied that its
army is invalved with the guerrillas or
that the rebels are operating from Hon-
duran territory. .

The cultivation of Bonduras as a base
of operations against Nicaragua has
been part of American foreign policy

since the years of President Carter, ac-
cording t6 American and European dip-

Jomats with Jong service in the area.

According 10 their anzlyses, the
Unjted States realized after the fall of
the Somoza dictatorsiup in 1979 that the
Sandinista Government in Nicaragua
had the potential for spreading rebel-
liop in Central America. Washington
then bagan to cast about for allies in the
area, but saw only military govern-
ments with which it would be politically
awiward to cooperate.

The exception was Costa Rica, &
strong democracy. Bur Costa Rica was
ruled out, diplomats say, because of its
unwillingness to take sides and the
sirength of jts democratic-socialist
traditions.

 Civilizn Rule Pressed
According to diplomats, the Carter

. and Rezgan Administrations pressed
1 Honduras and Guatersala to return to

civilian rule so that they couid b2 held
up zs exampies of a democratic alter-
pative. Both countriss held national
elections last year, but the voting was
annulled in Guaternalz by the coup that

‘ultimately brought Gen. Efrzin Rios

Monmto power.

Tratlefi Honduras, a poor but largely
peaceful counry. As Honduras has ;
grown as Washington's base of opera-~
fions in the area, the United ‘States has
tried to contribute to the development .
of the counuy. The appointment of 2
commission headed by Henry A. Kissin- -
ger is se=n here 2s one more in a series '
of attempts to confront what successive
American administrations have con-
ceded were huge social and economic
problems in the region.

fany diplomats here are skeptical
that the United States can succeed, in
either 2 military or econornic sense, in
isplating Nicaragua or siwrengthening,
Honduras to stand on its own asa strong -
allv in the region. i

A Westlern European diplomat saidin |
an interview that the veneer of democ- .
racy was so thin in Honduras, and the :
human resources of the country so-
badly negiected. that only enormous
amounts of aid znd wide involvement in
the running of the country would begin’
to attack its problems. There is no indi- !
cation that the United States Congress
would ever permit the White House that |
latitude.

Corruption Is Prevalent :

In addition, the diplomat said, ip-!
creased economic aid to Honduras is!
likely to be swallowed up by a pervasive
system of corruption in the private sec- :
tor. He said the European Community
had discovered this when it tried to pro-;
vide milk for Honduran children and|
found that once it ‘was in the hands of
Hondurans very little reached those
who needed it.

Several diplomats working in Central
America also said that when the United
States, as part of its economic pressure ]
on Nicaragua, recently reduced Mana-
gua’s sugar quota and gave the addi-

fional amount to Honduras, one or tWo

wealthy Honduran families promptly
cornered the market. .

! sThe aid comes down and goss right
back to Miami,” a diplomat said.



