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Honduras: The Price of Choosing Sides :

By GEURGE MELLOAN
TEGUCIGALPA. Honduras - For
s now. Tass, Radio Venceremos. Ra-
i@ and the other Drapaganda or-
gans ox the iniernational lef: have been
that the CIA and the Honduran
are ﬁ.ssemblmr their combined
Nicarague,
2r with Hop-
azo responded

And x,onc~°s< respondeu to _\ev.;wek Dy
‘mdmg itne amid lame-duck chaos to pass
a resolution.fcrbidding the CIA from doing
=m‘Lhmv in Nicsragua that moht further
trovble the Communists who have that
couniry in- their grip.
The evidence that anything of signifi-
cance was being done in the first place is,
ildly, unimpressive. Nicaraguan
g adeed operating from hiding
places 1. the wild border region avamst
Nicaragua's Marxist-Leninist Sandlmsta
regime. They may have received some CIA
aid. as the Sandinistas insist. or they may
not have. Whichever way it is, both sides
agree that the anti-Sandinista guerrillas
operate in units of orly 200 to 400 men,
equipped only with small arms and maybe
a few moriars. No one hes a good count
but they may number as many as 2,000 in
all.
Not ‘the Best. Army
As to the Honduran army, it is one of

the world’s least prepossessing military .

forces, even when you consider its 100 or so
U.S. advisers and the dribble of U.S. mili-
iary 2id it gets. It has about half as many

regulars as thﬂ Sandinistas and is at an.

dvantage when you con-
"""}m.x\"} weli-armed San-
iz and reserve force. 1t is short
ri and has no armor to go up
2 Sandinistas’ 23 Sowot T-54 and
Or a good day it can put 19
anes up, a shght pume*ical
*armed A-375 and an-
n! Suger \I\;lerns probabiy v.ould be no
match for the Sandinistas’ Soviet anti-air-

! craft missiles.

**We don't have the miliiary resources,
let alone the economic respurces. to invade
Nxcarag::a sa¥s Roberio Suazo Cordova,
& medica: doctor whose fate it was to be
eiected sresidem of Hunduras at this trou-

i umony Is persuasive.
: army. Honduras is.
American couriries,

demand and prices have cut its
exchange earnings orn banznas,
sugur and ooifee. Its big state-owned “au-
tonomous™ enterprises have. collectively,
> 2 = foreign debt which it is
ate. All the war talk,
.e fac: that Honduras this
tuack from Marxist ter-

foreig

rorists. has discouraged both foreien and
domestic investment. The latest terrorist
assault. which occurrec just a day before
two other Journal editors and I spoke with
Dr. Suazo. was nothing less than the kid-
napping in Guatemala City of the presi-
dent's 33- ve'lr-old aauvmer Xiomard. whe
is herself a

he Revolu-

t1cna, nxeuseo
her H ~‘n'neruan
ne“.\,pwers puHxanec the vruups “manj-

festo" denouncing U.S. intervenuon in the
region. The episode was testimony to
Marxist contempt for Honduran military
mth'

What then, is all the exciiement about?
The answer is simple enough and should be
starting to become familiar 1o anyone who
has watched the Soviet-Cuban penetration

ugees. The propaoanda campaign invoking
the dreaded name of the CIA most '1)\81_\’
has two purposes.

It is deslgned to intimidate the Hondu-
rans and may indeed be having some suc-
cess at that; Hondurzn Foreign Minister
Edgardo Paz Barnica recently wen: tc Ma-
nagua and promised ta try 1o exercise bet-
ter control over the use of Honduran iern-
tory by the anti-Sandinisia “coniras.” The
propaganda drive is zlso no doubt desizned
1o justify 2 continued arms buildup in Nic
aragua on the ground that the Sanr.umsta
revolutlon is threatened from without. Sa.n-
dinista pilots are already undergoing trai
ing in Bulgaria to flv Soviet MiGs, and a.lr-
port runways at Puerto Cabezas on the
northeast coast are being iengthened to ac-
comnmodate high-performance aircraft.

When the Samiinistas actually introduce

As a result of involeing itself on the side of the United
States, Honduras is now feelzng the full force of a Marxist
propaganda and terrorism campaign.

of Central America. Honduras. which man-
aged ‘1o stay largely on the fringe of the
Central American struggles up untl this
year, now has involved itself on the U.S.
side—partly oot of fear of the Sandinista
military buildup. As & result it is feeling
the full force of 2 Marxist propaganda and
terrorism campaign.

Tegucigalpa was blacked out last July
when its eleciric power sources were

bombed. In September an entire chamber

of commierce meeting in Sah Pedro Sula
was feld hostage eight cays by terrorists
seeking rele;.sn of a Sahy 3uoran m’emlla
leager: savineed thai the
mar had aiready been turned over to-the
Salvadoran army, the terrorists demanded
and received safe conduct to Cuba.

Hornduras earned this attention mainly
by deciding to protect iis soversignty. Far
some STE™sars at feast, 1L< rugzed and
lightiy guarded burders na n violated
routinely by Marxist arms and supply ship-
ments from Nicaraguz to the E| Salva-
doran guerrillas. The guerrillas have also
used Honduran territory as a refuge from
the Salvadoran army. This year, Honduras
began to interdict some of the arms ship-
ments, forcing the Sandinistas and Cubans
to rely more on airlifts to El Szlvador with
their Sovijet helicoplers and other aircrafs.
The Honduran army also began to cooper-

LD mors elv with the Szivzdoran army
Mt om the “saccer war” in

eny the guerrilias sancruary.
The Sardinistas regarded these territo-
rial protections as unfriendly acts. de-
neuncing Honduras much as they have
ireatened Cosia Rica, a preciically de-
fenseless little country on thieir other bor-

der. for harsering 2 cal ref

Date
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(Y Release

EXCmpth!l

these aircraft 1o the region. they wili want
to have the ground weli prepared so that
their friends and supporters in the U.S. can
describe this as merely a defensive mea-
sure that need not concern the U.S.
There is a further and not insignificant
benefit from the big noise bnmr made
about an external threat It is a way of jus-
tifying the repressive measures the Sanmn-

istas have been taking against their oppe- .

nents inside Nicaragna—the Catholic
Church, business groups. the newspaper La
Prensa, the Inman population and some
humans rignts crganizations.

dispina

mg thine

about ms vamn is the exient to “,,mr €
Reugan administration, with a massive su
periority over the Marxists in money and
mihtary power—and even in public opinon
in Centrai Amerca itself—is apera
from - iuen of waozkness.

It was only necessary to look ai & map
Iwo vears age to see that Honduras would
be a strategic key to siopping the Marxs:
penetration and that the effort would noi
have to be a very large one. consisting
largely of cutting off support for the Salva-
doran Marxist guerriilas. Bur as 5 recen:
story by the Journal's Lvnda Schusier i
caled. Hondurars have become verv

[ry ;o ana!yze chis
come to one inescaps

from the naturai .‘ea. of 3m and

war, the Hondurans lacs in tne
U.S.

Dr. Sudzo 1s alm wer zbour the
reatnent hls countny

not have the znswers to that need. 2s i

rereined 10 ine

U.S. press since it moved to center siage ir:
the conflict. “'When we have o opportunity
to speak 1o journalists they ask us :
wings: I we are going to war. w}
U.S. finaacing here ancd whether &
of the armed forces or Lhe presidsr
power in this country.’” He cites 2 45-m
ute NBC report that roruseo on thos
Hons. “We gave a cne-and-a-half h
ierview: when we saw the report «
allotied 10 seconds and the remaining
minutes and 50 seconds were giver to .pw
ative aspects.”

Familiar Complaints

Such complaints are of course fam
to the press and it is rare that co %
subject to this kind of press atiention .:;'f.-
entirely happy with the results. On the
other hand. Dr. Suazo has a point whes he
describes Honduras as more of a victim
than an ageressor.

For mple, Honduras is being i

to try to care for, with U.N. he}p some 4,
000 pitiful refugees from Salvador and Nic
aragua. And anvone reading Presiden:

Suazo’s mail would ge: the impressior tha:
world public opinion is all on the side of ﬂ‘e
terrorists rather than the govermment.
“When Honduras captures a subversive, !
get a big number of telegrams in mv ¢ :
with compiaints,” he says. “When Homdu
ras should be the one getting mora! sap-
port. we are being attacked."

The president’s complaints raise some
serious questions. He is not the first iz
question the objectivity of the press in the
Central American conflict and the effect on
U.S. opinion of innurnerable articles and.
TV reports portraying Central Americar
leaders as militaristic reactionaries re
ing “PE:.."':. Quite clearly, Centra' A
Ica s xifdcal Instiwtions have pol »- -
pace wiih ecomomic development and ::w
emetgance of an urban middle class. Bu:
just as clearly, the Mazarxist-Leninists ¢t -

perience in Nicaragua is demonsis

The most serious danger is that the i
formed American understanding of what 15
taxing place in Central America. tog
with the susceptibility of U.S. opinisn i
Marxist-Leninist propaganda, will em
bolden the Soviet Union. Cuba and the S
dinistas to conrinue expanding th
iary power and thei. poh')ca. acti

cﬂszermed tc mgm.
i 170 s concerned al
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