
© The National Security Archive, Freedom of Information Act Audit – March 2006                                                                                                           www.nsarchive.org 
 

Agency 
Response Time 
(Business Days) 

Agency 
 

Dates of 10 Oldest Pending Requests  

2 Air Force - Education & Training  June 22, 1994 – April 11, 2005 
2 Department of Interior September 6, 2000 – August 20, 2003 
2 Small Business Admin March 28, 2005 – April 22, 2005 
3 Securities and Exchange Commission April 19, 2002 – August 7, 2002 
4 Dept. of Transportation – Fed Aviation Admin February 19, 1997 – March 19, 1998 
6 Air Force - Materiel Command May 12, 1999 ® – August 11, 2003 
9 Dept. of Labor – MSHA - Mine Safety  January 18, 2005 – April 6, 2005 
9 NAVY - Chief of Naval Education No Pending Requests 
10* Dept. of Treasury* November 11, 1991® – May 24, 1995 
11 ARMY - Chief of Engineers December 19, 2003 – August 26, 2004 
11* General Services Admin* June 8, 2005 – July 14, 2005 
11 Immigration and Customs Enforcement  February 8, 1994 – June 19, 2003 
12 ARMY – Intelligence and Security Command December 30, 1996 – April 4, 2005 
13 Dept. of Agriculture February 11, 1998 – December 15, 2004 
14 Nuclear Regulatory Commission March 29, 2004 – July 14, 2004 
16* Federal Emergency Management Agency* October 26, 2000 – August 30, 2004 
18 NAVY – Pacific Command April 25, 2000 – May 5, 2005 
18 Transportation Security Admin October 21, 2004 – February 3, 2005 
20 National Aeronautics and Space Admin September 30, 2004 – December 27, 2004 
20 National Reconnaissance Office  July 19, 2001 – July 15, 2004 
20 National Science Foundation December 21, 2004 – April 7, 2005 

21 Dept of Labor  – Employment  Standards Admin No pending FOIA requests 
21 National Archives and Records Admin March 9, 1990 – August 18, 1993 
21 NAVY - Naval Facilities Engineering Command No Pending Requests 
22 Air Force - Air Mobility Command August 4, 2000 ® - February 5, 2005 
23 Dept. of Education  December 10, 2004 - January 21, 2005 
24 Dept. of Transportation – Federal Motor Safety  February 2, 2004 – March 22, 2005 
26 NAVY - Naval Sea Systems December 7, 1999® – April 22, 2005 
30 Air Force - Air Combat Command June 6, 1995 – March 1, 2001 
33 Social Security Administration November 9, 2004 – February 28, 2005  
37 Environmental Protection Agency  April 24, 1996 – March 12, 2001 
38 Dept. of Commerce May 11, 1999® - August 20, 2004 
39 Dept. of Defense January 31, 1987® - February 3, 1992 
39 Dept of Transportation - Federal Highway Admin July 19, 2001 
42* ARMY - Army Human Resources Command* December 6, 2003 – October 12, 2004 
70 Dept. of Energy July 16, 1990 – September 1, 1998 
73 Housing and Urban Development December 20, 2002 – July 28, 2004 
79 Office of Management and Budget January 7, 2005 – May 2, 2005 
90 Drug Enforcement Agency July 13, 2004 – February 25, 2005 
92* Dept. of Homeland Security* June 14, 2003 – December 9, 2003 
97 Dept. of Transportation - Office of the Secretary  March 15, 2000 – February 10, 2003 
104* Air Force – Office of the Secretary* January 2, 1990 – August 25, 1994 
109 Dept. of Transportation - Federal Rail Admin December 10, 2003 – April 21, 2005 
110 Federal Bureau of Investigation  December 8, 1992 – July 16, 2003 

The National Security Archive - 10 Oldest FOIA Requests Audit 2005 
Agency Response Times to Archive’s FOIA Request 



© The National Security Archive, Freedom of Information Act Audit – March 2006                                                                                                           www.nsarchive.org 
 

Agency 
Response Time 
(Business Days) 

Agency 
 

Dates of 10 Oldest Pending Requests  

111 NAVY - Naval Air Systems August 4, 2004 – January 7, 2005 
118 Dept. of Justice – Office of Information and Privacy August 18, 1995 – January 30, 2002 
118 National Institutes of Health  July 11, 2000 – October 2, 2002 
127 Defense Intelligence Agency December 16, 1994 – June 12, 1996 
128 National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency  July 26, 2001® - December 3, 2004 
187 Central Intelligence Agency May 29, 1987 – April 28, 1992 

100+* U.S. Coast Guard*  
150+* Dept. of Labor – Employment Training Admin*  
150+* Dept. of Labor – Occupational Safety & Health 

Admin* 
 

150+* Dept. of Labor – Employee Benefits Standards 
Admin* 

 

150+* Citizenship and Immigration Services*  
200+ Agency for International Development  
200+ ARMY - Criminal Investigation Command  
200+ ARMY - Materiel Command  
200+ Customs and Border Patrol  
200+ U.S. Central Command  
200+ Dept. of State  
200+ Dept. of Veterans Affairs  
200+ Health and Human Services  
200+ Office of Personnel Management  

 
* Indicates that agency never received April 22, 2005 request and a new request was later submitted for documents. The 
processing times calculated for these agencies start from the day the second request was filed. 11 out of 64, or 17.2% of 
agencies claimed they never received the initial April 2005 request in spite of the Archive using the contact information 
on the agency’s FOIA website and receiving either fax or e-mail confirmation receipts. The U.S. Coast Guard lost the 
request twice.  
 
® Indicates the oldest request is a referral from another federal agency. Part of the explanation for the delay in 
processing these requests is the FOIA interagency referral system.  
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