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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 4, 1966

Office of the White House Preas Secretary
{San Antonio, Texan)

THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
UPON SIGNING S, 1160

he measure I sign today, S. 1160, revises Section 3 of the Administrative
FProcedure Act to provide guidelines for the public availability of the records
of Federal departments and agencies.
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Good government functions best in the full light of day,
tthe same time, the welfare of the Nation or the rightu of individuals may
require that some documente not be made available. As long as threats to
v peace exist, for example, there must be military secrets. A citizen must
be able in confidence to complain to his government and to provide information,
just ag he is -~ and should be -- free to confide in the press with%fear of
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Fairnesa to individuals algo requires that information accumulated in personnel
fileg be protected from discleosure. eI I O THIT S r e aei-be-ahle
to commuiic ne another 3 2 publicity. hey
cannot operate effectively if required to disclose information prematurely or

to make public investigative files and internsal instructions that guide thern in
arriving at their decigions.

aing of secrecy
e public interest.

I know that the sponsors of this bill recognize these important interests and
intend to provide for both the need of the public for access to information and
the need of government te protect certain categovies of information. Both
arxe vital to the welfare of our people. Moreover, this bill in no way impaira
the President's power under our Consatitution to provide for confidentiality
when the national interest so requires. There are some who have expressed
concern that the language of this bill will be construed in such a way as to
impair government cperations. I do not share this concern,
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I am hopeiful that the needs I have mentioned can be served by a constructive
approach to the wording and spirit and legislative history of this measure.
I am instructing every official in this Administration to cooperate to this end
and to make information available to the full extent conasistent with individual
privacy and with the national interest.

I signed this measure with a deep sense of pride that the United States i=m an
open societyidnwhriesh-thedeririorsoand-polisier==g8~waell 55 the mistakes -~-—
poopker—
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