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June 27, 1966
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Ly ~0 |
L1t

Dear Mr. Murray:

Thank you for your letter. It was
good to see you and I know you can
take prida in the passage of the
Freedom of Information Bill, I
personaily alan hope it contributes
to ingredsing the flow of fuftrmation
to the American people from thidr
government.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Eill Movers
Special Assigtant
o the Prevident

J"’
Mz, J. Edmxzd Murray
The Arlzons Republe
Phoeais, Arizona 855&!
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* Rosi’iyr C, NOTSON MICHAEL J. OGDEN VINCENT 8. JONES NCRMAN E, ISAACS NEWBOLD NOYES, JR.
PORTLAND OREGONIAN PROVIDENCE JOURNAL-BULLETIN GANNETT NEWSPAFERS COURIER-JOURNAL AND LOUISVILLE TIMES WASHINGTON STAR

) PRESIDENT 18T VICE PRESIDENT 2ND VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY *  TREASURER

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NEWSPAPER EDITORS

OFFICE OF THE Fol AND PRESS-BAR CHAIRMAN
4. EDWARD MURRAY

ARIZOMNA REFUBLIC
FHOENIX, ARIZONA 85001 June 21 »* 1966

The Honorable Bill D, Moyers l 1

e I e Sy
@*”M L Y

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Qn'wuu’ln
With the unanimous passage by the House of the ?”’ﬂ‘

Freedom of Information bill, I am énclosing a repressntative
gelection of editorials in favor of the legislation for the 'Yﬁ”w
President's consideratione. BLyhﬁ

When we discussed the bill a week ago, you suggested
that a sharply briefed exhibit of the editorials which ASNE @h
has been collecting from around the country might be useful.

I have pared the collection to. ten items, eight
editorials and two articles representing lerge, medium, and
small newspapers and the largest press association.

The editorials are from:
The Wichita Eagle == Editor and Publisher,

Johin Colburn, who is chairman of the American
Publishers Association Federal Laws Committee,

The Portland Oregonian =- Editor, Robert
Notson, current ASNE president.

The Dallas Times Herald -- Hxecutive Editor,
Felix McKnight, a long=time acquaintance of
President Johnson,

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer -- It makes the

point you made that the press must not consider
thig bill a cure-sll for secrecy, but must con=-
tinue to bear the responsibility for persistent

and inclsive reporting.

The Whittier Daily News (California) and the
Ann Arbor News as representative of smaller
newspapers,

more
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J. Q. MAHAFFEY C, A. MCKNIGHT SYLVAN MEYER J. EDWARD MURRAY EUGENE PATTERSON VERMONT ROYSTER

TEXARKANA GAZETTE CHARLOTTE ORSERVER GAINESVILLE (GA.) TIMES ARIZONA REPUBLI[C ATLANTA CONSTITUTION WALL STREET JOUKRNAL
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The Los Angeles Times as one of the largest
newspapers.,

The Cincinneti Enquirer -- Editor, Brady Black,
a long«~time IFOI crusader and a member of the
present ASNE FOI committee,

The articles are from:

The Chicago Daily News for a big paper analysis
of what the bill is and is expected to accomplish.

The Arizona Republic for a typical publication of
the Sunday blockbuster piece on the bill which
the Associated Press distributed to its entire
membership, and which a great many newspapers
used.,

I can't presume to summarize the most cogent arguments
made for the bill by these and the other newspapers throughout
the nation. But I will list here in writing some of the points
which I tried to make in the discussion we had last week with
presidential counsel Milton Semer and Ben Cole of The Arizona
Republic's Washington staff,

I contendeds:

-= that FPOI crusaders have been fighting for
Just this bill for a dozen years and nesd
this show of substantial progress;

-~ that the bill will have an important psycholo-
gical and actual effect on the bureaucracy by
reversing the method of operation from with-
holding to disclosing;

~- that the bill will knock down all the with-
holding loopholes which have made a mockery
of the Administrative Procedure Act, turning
it into a closed instead of the open records
law 1% wag intended to bey

-= that the 'avallable to any person!' clause will
be a backfire against all the current talk of
a credibility gap between the people and their
government ;.

-- and that court enforcement clause will put the
bureaucracy on notice not to make any with-
- holding decisions which wouldn't stand up
under review.

more
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‘At the close of our discussion, you evinced interest
in the speech which Lyndon B. Johnson made as the then newly
elected Vice President before the Agsociated Press Managing
Editors conventlion at Williamsburg on November 19, 1960, In
case you have not had time to look up the sgpeech, T enclose
& copy of it as reprinted in "The APME Red Book 1960," which
detalla the proceedings of that convention.

Please excuse this long letter. And thank you again
for seeing us at the White House.

Sincersly,

—

e

¢ Edwerd Mu ray
/Managing Edifor

JEM/ §s




- Leo Bre rig';s.;"(il;é‘ii‘ma{n,‘bf!‘fﬁ;_ﬁoar,d";:
", e Mynaft Smith, Edltor and Publisher
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_The new legislation did not pass with.

out apposition. Indeéd, in the Housé sub-
commitiee hearinigs, 105 federal agencies:®
protested against such a measure. But these
were met by assurances’ that government .
ageneles would not be subjected to unusual |
or unnecessary demands for information. :
The new law has beens so written, . . |
- The full effects of this kind of freedom ;
of information may not be known for years,
It will change.the working habits -of doz-' ™
ens of fedéral bureags and uncounted thou-
COPY LBJLIBRARY $ands of bureaucrats, Some of them will'-
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agefiéy, could clam ‘informatiofd that-")
"might be helpful to voting-and, taxpay- °
ing public. by ’simply declaring: that' such.s
_ information was being withheld: “for: good
; | %}u;aﬁé 5.4 part,ef the

6-on. tHie way ol Hthil J
t0. two " Caljfotnia, ‘Congressiien, Both of -

. whory dre ‘members of il H‘ousa Goverﬁ-‘
- “wienf- Operations; Caminit Chet Hall- :

) fléIJ of. qutehellt}fan g
Y

It !
enSoffeéera; ireads and: tticotinted thol
sauds'of bur augrafs‘ Some: of: ther will:,
“pesisf the transition as.lorg 28 possible; . * -
“ Bub-the riew law igon the way and some

o e i

will, We’hﬁvec no doubt, bring an
" entirely new forntiof dlsclasure to govern— ,
ment operations. -° . LT S
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From Om' Point Of Vzew.

Public Must Stand Guard
Over Certain Rights

NO DISCUSSION of fréedom of -

. the® press i3 quite complete _
withont some consideration of how:
_a free. press gathers its material. )
-~ “fayorable has led.to, eries. of-. ¢
cmianaged Rews” ghd the “caluds

and ‘how' readily available thig

material {s in the first place, As .
everyoue knaws, .8 fred . press .
starts with that old sine qua nom, -

the avaﬂabﬂlty of information.
This matter of ‘availability of in.

formation is a prickly pear in.
‘prefswglovernment-  relations-

and: frequently boils ‘down fo
disptites~over what- kind of infof-
mation [is m'operly public | and

‘what Kindis not in the natzonal in. -

terest to publish, .In -one: sense,
“managed; tews” (the information
“that tha government chooses to re-
lease} is as old .as-the country its
. sglf. o

The; - . S Cons’dtutmn pretiy
ek’ gum-antees freedom of
speech and freedom of the press,
bt it leaves tg the- discretion, of
the President tha release of iti-
formation relative to his office
“and othet’ guVernmeﬂt operatmns
Starting with Géorge Washington
and continuing to the present, the
nation’s’ chief executives: have: at
times withheld information that
they thought was outside the pale
of public (or congressional) “eon-
sumption.
‘ Presxdent Washmgton politely

told Congress to mind its - own-

business after it had' requestsd in-
formation of the President relative
to the Jay Tredty negotiations.
On the ground that disclosure of
the instructions glven to John Jay
when he went to Kngland would
have a damaging effect on for.
cign negotiations then and in the

future, Washington twmed down'

the congresslonal request for in-
formation. -

Later Presidents have followed
Washington’s lead and now even
pureaucrats and underlings direct-
ly responmsible to the President
have the right to- withhold infor-
mation. The allegation that the

COFY LBJ LIBRARY

ernment. papers,.

' House is, particufa?ly eagt
gee the bﬂlx becomef Tawi:. ] eces
dent and Supreme ‘Coutt. rulings. . ]
are ot the side -of the anfi-hill ~

“governmient h4s been less than..;'

candid in ifs release of informa-
tion and that it sométimes re.
leases onhg that ' news- which s

lated leak” during both-the, Ken-

nedy and Johnsott administratlons. n

LI 3

THERE is currently in the A
House; & Senate-passedfreedom
of information bill whicly,” in Broad
terms, would: permit . any Amerh'

can citizén {0 gain‘access fo’ goy«

include free- acces

secrets or otfief types ( _cl&ssxﬁed
information, . but: it de

govertiment’ agencies {0

ords “prompl; 3avazIaBI tolA

person.’”

The bill has. runsinta % gqnﬂ
deal of oppositiort and nelthen 1he

Justice Department nor the: white'
J'__fG

foraey; supporters of:, the biit {alk-
about the need’ for wider, . éovers
age. of government*an& thé need
for governmeént to. give & more
complete account of jtself,

The bill doesn’t dedy- the Presi-
dent, the right to withhold some in-
formation, but its clear intent is
fo spur federal agencies' to make
public what they othierwigse. might.
withhold fof any numbei of rea-
sons, Except for the bill's stated
exemptions, other mformation is
deemed to be in the public inter-
est and therefore available on
demand. :

One of the bill’s spongors, Rep.
John E. Moss- (D-Calif.), noted a
decads ago that the federal gov
ernment was withholding informa.
tion unnecessarily, ‘‘not dramatic
news - but little bits here and
there.” To Rep. Moss and ofhers,
a lot of litfle bits add up to a big
whole,

“hill, does not -« -
o matters e -
volying secutity. o defense, trade: .
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‘..':- 'That was proVed when the dra’it

s, mitlated ont the eve of World Wax

iort to Ogtterg Wnuld_be ares

¥ the good, indgrient of the nas

‘aft hoardsy. -whose: vecord
he highest publfc corifidence.

hle- Uniyergity. Président ngman

"é’réf;fra:s asking . lot. i prox
3 T e Bl

T lége district, Whi gve-Torbu
., anottief-sité at substanttat exper '
.. iThe *GSA’s. reneging points up the'liy
. mesy- that Tréquently. develops frem o
haying Undle Siny's Had in héarly 16
évery ac’uv;ty. N6 one catl be assdred:
- that a promige meade by ‘one depart-
ment or hureau will riot he' broken by
ahother, Someone at the highest level f;
should tell GSA to let federal employes i
find their own parking lots, as private [
.emploves must. and let Mt. Hood Col- ¥ g0 M o 5
Tege =et on with its plans for bullding * s, 210 Jo
a much-needed dducationt institution,

COPY LBJ LIBRARY
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3 - peoplq whe un themt and-thelr gots; dedi
3 smns~ and pnhcles that affect the public.

.36 would iréquiire’ fhat public records be.

: ma 3 aVaﬂab_le to- any persqn, bt simpl¥-+

. - -to thoge chosén, by fhe government ag Hiie-
réctly coricefried:”. Tt would "exempt  firig "

. specﬁle catagories of gensitive mformanpn«
- Jroth, feleass; instead of -oncouragiig gav-"
- ernment’ ofﬁlmals ‘to withhold -fiformation,
ER (1) 32 good ~eause” found:” M provides for
court review: of dubious: declsmns to" with- .-

 holt information.” = :
Of course we in the- newspaper busi- =

1}

-~
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. NEW BILh WouId réqulre fodét ]
agencies to " titake availablo, mformahon; .
‘ahout the rules. they - operate ‘under, the" " Workings g T :
.:roams i, which the dirt 11

tion and reason. for bemg,;

prasent s
an_.opétn wiidow. it

‘waghe

- Reporters/willtil i
: and eeiitm;; ': ‘still Have

pru:lcip

the press inaccurate and irrespor;mble

-~ The battle- will’ go om;” fiow” ahd- fo;z*«
-éver. The Moss bill will givé the ﬁghtet:s
for . the public’s’ right to knuw a heavy
-plecé of artillety in"that hattle, -

Y

KHOWW

nHrary fiings
§ fo- keeps the
“pu blie informed are«smosi; vxfally con,

y ”cerﬁedd".- : 4k

i
3 i
'avmd ermciém L wﬂl« can’tmue té :Iabel

» 4]

kY

N I hZ.:.’. .;‘...‘
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Brl’;f Brown '
Vrc:e Pres:denf and Secra’cary

*“fohri Hf CoIEukn
. E ito ‘~and Publlsher

i {government: -will. fifid it~
B get e, 0 :
smaking; - governmgnt” Ie&smg‘* i 55 e, instances, That's why peo Gnllﬁ“

trusﬁ thelr government, o

. The freedom of mferma{;wn b111 3
would go far to correct the situation. -
whila still guarantéeing‘ the 1nvmiab1hty “
~of ¥ecords which it is in. the national in-.
terest to keep secret, It exempts from :

151om aqdj radi

newebkna Atd oL
‘that vqfxll beneflia by the 1. Every citi

zen dah rely upon being: nore deciira
£ 1y ahd quIy inforpied if: it Dasses,
fhoge''perfons. dolng biiginess: with_

information -vital

lon:-m
tensity, Tinancing, re'y wl a t ary prdce—
“dures and the like.”

For yeays it has been mcreaslngly
the practice of the federal bureaucracy
" {o deny access to information that should?
bé publis, Often the purpose was no
more sinister than the desire to avold
criticism, but its effect was to depmve
the public and the press, -which is the -
agent of the public, of records which are .
ahd pught to be their property to - ex-
amine

Such w;thhuldmg of information is
for the grofy-

1

rel fo *report all eo’ntact&
pefuré thie closs of bbsm 398 ‘e

Example after example of ar

. tifent secreécy: or misinformation codld be
_cited; But; the public gevierally i

aware

public view national security- matters, if«
ternal ‘personnel rules and files, gonii-
dential financial data from companies or

~individuals, and investigatory files com-

piléd for law enforcement purposes.

But the bill does provide the ma-
chigery for action through the courts

agamsﬁ any ageney refusing fo I‘EIPI—NB 4
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4 -f\‘- 014 B g ’-r: ¥ .,
sametlmes teHs the ruth; 18, pericent bes. . Hveyyg
ligye' 1t aﬂ;_n;r_ :

EDITORIAL OPINION_ ";_—: __ Monday, Juns 130 1966

L P e ) ;r"\
The refusal of the Post Offme Déa
_.trnent ta-reveal nam\es‘ of the hun-t

dreds [ f';pﬂri:-tlﬂ‘le e

- Tiyually, celebrated is’the ‘
Ds;ﬁartment directivey, §
_ 11:14; qufri’ng-; alt mtli

ygs‘ i
Jaw” enforcem‘”

* Bift‘the il daes p
chmer dr

.. ThHe ng
b dlscIoséd rec&ﬁﬁl};ﬁs 4
ow 67 per .cent of th
& ‘gdVertinent oni

nevér 1ves: the t’uth > : 3
an Iﬁy 15% it uriuml!?"“a '

T
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. it goverhmient. This tén

- ed to the federal government b
- means-xto: feel’ fhat thdy’ 'gfone are
.. priviléged 1 determine what inform:
‘ tion-should -be ‘doled: dut to the' publi

gless in' 40
OSRY, to-tha goal of ‘a’ niore fully dne.
g ditizeriry, - Rep. Humsfeld
4t the ‘proposed Taw would

Al y :

riculay- comminications
Y et . in-’ & d

tl

formed;
eénfery

P

ernme
staying: §

Ed
ke

ke 1t up, undéria-suspe
provision Barring: Ameh
R P

15 pissed 1t Sill severse:
wing trend toward’ secrecy
oL §

dency of |
restriets
any,

ernment officlals—and it is not,

13
'

‘hds alwayd plagiied tg, But the bigger
the governmefit grows, the great'er‘ﬂﬂjsffj
tendency becdings, - < TT o v i

" Thas the time has come when it 1.
imperative,that Congress define by law -
what informatjon on goveinment activi-
ties. can, by practical necessity for the-.
common-good; be withheld from us and
what mist Be divilged. Under ou;}_-.v:f

philosophy- of government, which n.

essenee is our fnalienable right o know !
what our government Is doing for us op :

to'us, only & minimum of logical secrecy -
should and can be tolerated,

3,
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BY CHARm:s NI(TODEMUS

Of Ozm sthmgtan Bmeau

v WASH:NGT@N 5 A il
oitce c:ontroverszal nough.. 4

take 16: Yéara» df gmundwork :

Wllls in 10 days, rocl: tthruu

*: THe measﬁre 1s the “Frg‘e-—-

REP JOHN" Moss
Calif)), the " author, godfather,
and vocal champion of h
freedom—of -infornigtion con®
cept over’ the Jast- decade o).
plains it one vay:- .

. You kad to develop a pitb-
Hc dxalog, he suggests, -

“You had to educate, the
Ameﬂcan,people and-the Con-
gress itself. op the need for
such legislation,” *

- Biggest boost for the bill
came in the 1964 Presidential
election campaign, he said. .

Republicans made freedom
of mformatxon, and alleged
suppression _and management
of the news, a major cam-
paign 1ssue.

THE BENEFIT was two-
fold, Moss points our:
® It dramatized the issue for

COPY LBJIB@RRIC.

(’D« Imutéd tor 40-mfhut

e it 3

passage - mste';d of the usual
simple majority, -, .

* Moss smd ke antimpated 0
. difficulty. in getting the extra®

ordibary margin. . “In - fact; I

wouldn't be surprided if it were
unannnous,” he said,

THE BILL’S
declale that:

® The pub]xc is entxtled to

key provisi'ons

scrutinize all federal records, |

except those-in certain exempt
categorigs.

They include papers involv-
mg national security and for-
eign policy; files of federal
]aw~enf0rcement Agencigs;
medical and personne] records,
and tradeisecrets that industry




WhOoOSIE | INIVUZLE LULgLuaa, w
win within nine months what_
in all likelihood, will be.unan-
imous cndorsement of bofh
chambers? * B

“REP. JOBN® Moss (D~

- Calif.), the aitthor; - godfather,

-

&1t deamiatized ‘thg"'jismq,;fpr

| &16.pit e White B

and vocal champion of the
freedom - of - information - con*
dept over the last-decade, ex<
plains it one way: e
_ You had fo develop a pub-
fi dialog” he suggests. |
eyou had to ediicate, the
Ametlcan; people and\the Con-
gress itself on the: need’ for
.such legislation” *, " -

. Biggest: .boost for, ‘the bill

came in the 1964 Presidential
election campaigh, he' saide, -

Republicans. made freedom
of information, - and; alleged

suppression and ménagement,
2" Bi4joR. cant-
o .ing -nation

of the news
paign. issue, -

*YHE BENEFIT was~tvol

. fo]ifl, MOSS_RUithS Gﬁf}‘ ERE

tho public.

- 4 positio sd; - tha

= Ahou nigtratio
¥ 13]

2 “The wnanim

ity of, the.feiferal-government,
“from its’ incredsed role.jn our
-lives, and -from the increasing
awareness by Americans of the

threat involved in- governmént .

secrecy on vital records effedt-
ing their fate.« «..0v,

Humsfeld — in what Dem~

Jocrats doubtless would con-.
itend was a politieally motivated
,d=iagnosis‘—$ said, that the pjol{
icies of 'the Johhsbfi adminis+

. tration in particular have spot-

lighted for the people the need
for such legislation.. | L
_ “With ‘the continping teri-
dency toward mandged news
and suppressicn of public in-
‘fermation. that the people are
entitled to have, the issues have
at last been brought home
forcefully to the™ public,” he
declared.

WHATEVER the reason,
the measure will be- brought

before the Holse June 20 up- e

der a special procedure used

COPY LBJ LIBRARYanlv fnr minor hills ar legisla-

directly, from. committee to, the-

"~ To comiperisate for thif ez

‘hifds margin js meeq ed for

_eategorigs

~! " has-hee

@ unanimous] Actid s af-:.
ter years of, delag.fesults from.-
© LtHé growing size-and complexs MNBEASY = T S

“tion to contintie it opposit

‘would be an urconstitif

H_gtfse Rules Committee is by-
passed and .the measure. goes

flgor; with time for debate
limited to 40 minuies. . i

traordindry ' dispatch,. a, tio- !

passage instead of the usual
simple majority, .~ . ..

» Moss said he. anticipated no -
difficulty. in getting the extra-
ordinary margin. -“In fact; I
wouldn’t be surpriged if it were
unanimous,” he said, .

TR SR e

IHEE, BILL'S Koy ptovisions

declare that: ' -

¢ The - public is entitled to
sérutinize alt federal records,
except thase, i cerfain exempt

&

& papers involv-
ial, ‘security and for-
eign policy; file§” of fedoral
Taw-onfi feement:. agendies;
I?r;_g:di'q gqfa,nd péfs_‘pfh_peli‘fe&i:ﬁs’,
antt ‘frade " secrets fhat idustry
n réquired. to. furnish
ORIeRts, ms e,

“Fhey inc

ase s
I gss-‘“li'e'fushl to ;‘nclitiff_:fsu i
linguage led -the" adminisira-

to the bill, on the ground that it
invasion., by. Cobgress af. étlgeéé,
exeeutive branch’y right tostin -
its own affairs,. - S
DESPITE " thit: positioi,
Moss says He has beeh guaran<
teed.-that. . President, Johnsor |
will npt ye;o'the measure. . .
1, As oy added; safeguardy
%@ainst"Mﬁ‘ropé} disclosuteniot 1
in the npational interest, the
legisiation will not go into efs-
fect until one year after it is
signed into Taw. o

Thiat will | give ' governmen
agenci¢s time 10~ review: then
categories of exempt data; pres i
pare mechanics for making |
records available to the public,
and come back to Congresy if b
further law is peeded to make
the long-delayed freedom-of-
information concept work.

ey




BRADY BLACK
Editor and Vice President
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Peop eg Ri E%lflt to Know. at Staka
L :
A freedam-of-informatmn bl similar té)‘* attemp’ced t #t dubﬁ, ot g cbn&titm-
onie already passed. by the Senate will - tidnality‘ Buﬁ th&t eonteition would seem
'i'each thé flaor of the Houge of Repl.‘ésé 1 n"' vitac by Ahé fact that tHe nitl ut
’td:twes on Monday,” * . tion pa‘ésec} 2 yéars fo g
awAIthough its passaga is. deemed
“tainty, its faté at, the hands o
Johnson rem&ms in duubt

Rep.. John Maqs (D-8a _amenfo), pnna ‘_j
mal aufhor of thé T bill e

v ke'g
““bf—f secfecy‘ Noqéth&leés, 27 afedeg'&l ]
Birtnients, and Agéncies have béeh Aria}
: agaméﬁ this~ tiending” méasur'
gressédr thi’ gh commlttée

TP N

,,,;Govérmn pci & hey
sm;é in addition” ta, other argﬁn‘!énts
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"y 16-B The Aﬁzuna.Republi__c

Housew
Edltor’s‘mfe-(lne of. the bases of .8, democracy is the

But that hasnt. always heen the case, Over the years goy- -
ernmenf ageneies have becdhle*‘more and’ more secretive

fibt- think you can aks ‘the vihole problem federal
goverﬂmehthde and wrap it up in or‘ta package. That is:the
basic: - dlfficulty, that 1 why .the ' féderal agencles ‘are :
ranged against this proposal’”
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Would Hinder Executwe

Another goyernment. witness, Fied Burton Smith acting”
general eounéil of the” Treagury Départrient, said- i the bilk:
were.enacted “the executive branch” will ber unable to ex-
ecute effectively many of the laws designed to protect the
public and will he unable to prevent invasions of privacy
an&i iz;dividuals whose records have become gdvernment rec-
ords.!

COPY Saﬂihsm&dz\the exemntmns confained it thia bﬂl were in«

right of the i1e0ple 10 know what ifs’ government s doirg. -

‘ne reqmrementk that tﬁ
~formed,
s The saed’q of the sec ) coﬂtroversy Wefé: sown durmg the
fn'sf: sessioh of Gongre‘ss when it gavé the executl(re brancm

ina "Huusekeepmg” Act, authority. to pfescrzhe uleg fog‘ B
_ the custody, use and pregervation. of its reedrds.. They flgur-';
- ished in the climate ereﬁted li;( the’ separation of the execu- '

: tive and’ legislhtnée fincHlons of governrett,"

Since George Washingtor, presidents have relted 0fi a vagre
; concept called-“executive privilege” to withhold from Con-
.gress information they feel- should be kept secret in the

natfonal intérédt. There abe constitutional problems involved
. In anv move b‘! ("ﬂ‘l‘m‘quq tn dial with that joons. and 1100
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ecute effectively many of the laws de31gned to protect the
pubtic. and will be unable to prevent invasions of privacy
. and indwiiiuals whqse récards haVe hecome government recs
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tually a Serie? i Fhe é tég‘d QI sf %
it gr ater disclostye- of g
g ,-And that, for Moss

“the: mtérna mcu g e Navy. .
' i he_or‘e 1he;House is.d ignd
f informetion that can be withheld arid

tionai def’qnsg and ferelgn olicy” seerets, investisatory fites
of Jaw enforeement. ageftcies, frade secrets and informatio

gathered iy labor-management mediation efforts, reporfs” of- ”

finaneial insfitistions, perscrmel and medieal files and. papers
“ that ark solgly, for. the internal use.of an agericy. -

Tn the view of many veterans of the fight for the right

td know 1ts most important provision would require an agen-

oy ta prove in court. that it bas authority o withhold a dée~

ument. that has heen requested. Under the present law the sit-
uatlon is.reversed and the person who wants the decument
has. to. prove that it is being withheld improperly. -

The hill would require that each agency maintain an index
of all documents-that become available for public inspection
after the law is enacted, To discourage frivolous requests,
fees could be. charged for record searches.

{MeSs bumped his head on the government secrecy shield

copy i iigrlgyiirst term in Congress when the Civil Service

,qcmcept called
.. gress information they idel should be kept secret in the
. natmnal‘ mteresf. There' ai:e constituhonai probiems involved

prnteeted agam&t pubhﬁ dlaclosure include fig- they could: fram public: view: iy

4 In 1958 ‘Mogs and the laté Sen Tom Henmngs, D-Mo., sua-i;
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# ‘exeéuav; 'pgvilegé" to withhold from. o (B

écting o ﬂ‘x& man
. ropRatedly, s

: t4 eiriphagis .on secutity, gav
‘mendous ‘boost & thé ttend fowidfd secrecy: an
. activitiés of the-late:Sen, Joseph McCarthy;;

2 lntimy +
- idated officials pursuéd anunymity by keepmg everythmg

qeeded in amending the old “Housekeeping? law {o make '
" clear it did nof granf any rlght for agencles fo withhold their .
records.

Opposition of the executive branch hlocked any further con- *
' ‘gressional action.. Mess; hoping fo win administration sup- :
port, did not push his hill until he was convinced thls year 1t :
could not be oblained: .+ -
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Con51ders It a leestone e

‘Moss féels S1160 marks a leglslatwe mllﬁstone iﬁ the ‘
United States. I
““For the first timé in the natmns history,” he said re-
cently, “the people’s right to know the facts of government
will be- guaranteed.”

_ Vincent Wasilewski, pres:dent of the National Assocmtmn of
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P - Fhe 1946 13 i3 operi to- many inferpretition:
"\ terpretations. made” by. the ‘executive - agencie
- that the law, Which was intended g open 1
“lic, is now the chief stetutory guthority. i
" -for keeping thent closeds:. .. :
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required in the -public; Inter¢st?’” on
- “solely to,the-internal management of.
* ord doési't fit those. ditegoriag it o
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terid In. Cofigtiess. wheér the’ Civil Service .
Sed-to opén some. records- to-himy - - - ;
Ethen Thad befterfind-out abelitsthe ground
ent- interview, “Whilg.I had’ no back- -
ved in the California*Eegislature and
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an opportunity to learn the ground fules. .

& nCongiress when a special subeommittee
gpvern‘l‘nent OperatiOnatit‘,'onmﬂttee wag created to
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“In some way therd must be infused-into all-branches of"
governmenit 3 déidicatioft” 0. disclosure. of the truth to the -
Amerlean people, JEvety officer of government Should,know:,,:
“thatit is his duty 56 codzeal only that which the law feqiirés
be. concealed. All elSe helong fo the. people, The doctrine of
freedom of information.ought to be confirmied in law.” _
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