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MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRALolcti:)FOlU> 

Subject: Diaper oal of Atomic W e a.pon1 tlt~ BOI>.in 
and Volcano lalawh 

1. OJ!. 18 NoYem ber 1955, tJ>. Secretary of S tate in reoponoe to 
a le tter from the Secretary of De!enoe said he b&d no objection to 
the clioperoal of a •m.all munbe r of at.om.lc weapon• to tlte BoDin 
and Volcano lda~>do. Hawe• er , he went on to oa.y that i t is a.saumed 
tb.at the atorqe of atomic weapon• in the lola~>do would not prevent 
l ater reoettlement of BODin laland inbabltanU, a.nd then he furthe r 
oald that it wao bil IUlderltandiDI that tbe Department of State would 
be ;advloed prior to the Initial deployment of thooe weapons (Tab "A"), 

2. The Secreta.ry of D efe:Doe paaaed thio information on to the 
Joint Chiefs of St.t.H ancl 1Jalcl it wu o.k. for the dioperoal of weapons 
to the lolancls aubject to the re oerva.tiOD of the Secretary of State. He 
aloo lndicatecl ~ prior notifica tion to the Sec r etary o! State wu 
necesaa.ry (Tab "B"). 

3. F ollDwina receipt of thlo a.pp rOYa.l from the Secreta.ry of 
Defeaoe, the Joi.ot Chiefs of Sta.ff reqveoted CINCPAC to m.al<e 
neceou.ry arr&n~ements for tb.e early diiJperoal of atomic weapons 
to the lolando (Tab "C" ). At the aame time, the Ch.airm&D, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff aenl a memora.u.dwn to the Secretary of Defenoe <e­
qlleating that the Secret&ry of Sta.te be adrioed of this initial 
deployment of a.tomic weapon• to the lolands • 

4. On o Febrvary 1956 the Chief of Naval Operations stated 
that one weapon with core .wu placed in stor age on C hichi Jima 
(Tab D). 

J).,p jt .. -~.), ( 
5. On 14 February 1956 Robertoon eoq>reue d some 

con c e rn that the wea.pono bad been cliaperoed without adequate 
t!~:ne for State to be Dotilied and b.e uked that ln the future they 
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~ DOtlfied nfiic:i enUy In advance to coordinate tll.e matter with j 
State. We are unable to find a record here that State wao forrnallyJ ):._ 
notified that the weapons had been dispe r sed to the Bonin lol~do { ~;"" 
(Tab E). . 
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Very reopeet!ully, 

CHAIRMAN'S STAFF G.ROUP 
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