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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Security end Space Reconnaissance

1, This country needs a very critical review
of our policy and security regulations related to
gpace satellite systems. Recent and continuing
developmenta in our manned shd uynmanned satellite
technology including booaters, payloads, space
vehicles, recovery and data handling now allows us
to perform almost any earth oriented mission we
wish to accomplish from space, NASA and DOD have
been working exceedingly hard to design credible
new satellite systems. Both agencies are evolving
their satellites to a point where their future
sophisticated system requivements appear in many
casos to be identical. NASA is currently working te
define the requirements and systenm parameters neoded
to eatablish the program plan that will moet the
future needs of natural resources and eatronomy
(; ; ' wissiong. These two niggsions have many technology

o developments similer to those planned and needed
for the future SAFSP/ClA missions,

2, Mmny statements sre currently belng made
that tend to compromise the V.S, security poaition
for space survelllance and reconnaissance, both for

military and nonmilitary missions. Relow are some “
typlcal recent exemples:

&. Pregident Johnson 1s reporied to

have disclosed in Tennessee that satellite

' reconhalssance may have lessened the guess-

i . work regarding military capability of potential
i/ Aggressors, Jee New York Times, 17 March;

Weshington Post, 18 March; and Washington .
Star, 17 March, '
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M
<~f} b. NASA has stated in official
publicstions* that its postulated Obmervation
Program in near earth orbits could see
objects smaller than Soviet missiles. NASA
gtated that objects can be identified ng
smell as two to ten foet by 1970. )
. Two apecific statements below were
mpdea in the recent Airy Porce/Space Digest,
May 19671
© Mr. Johnson suid, "They let me
know how many missiles the eneny
has.” He went on to say that, by
providing detalled information on
the armaments actually posgessed
by Communist nations, the satelliies
are taking the guesswork out of a
Pregident’s mogt important decisions.
© NASA oxplenations of its projected
manned ebservetion-gatellite progran
nake it clear that the V. 8. can now
"see," from orbital altitudes of
150 to 200 miles, objecta that are
o : conglderably smaller than the Soviet
(”; misgiles Mr, Johnson mentioned,
e Objecta as small as three feeti in
dismeter, asuch as garbage-can 1lids,
probably are picked up on a routine
basis. ' ‘
3. Space reconnaissance has assisted the
President and all of the Pree World to maintain a o
balaiice of power and has minimized the threat of surprise -
attack by any nation which could plunge the world into - .
ancther mejor war, Accepting this fact, it would 1
appear that at least three specific approaches to our o
satellite reconnaissance security seem worthy of 1nvesti-,i
gation, These approaches are listed helow: ” Ve
a. V.8, should hold to & very hard and {\n:
extrenely melfish position that gpace surveillance O
. for military and notmilitary uses should be .
! conducted sxclusively for the gdvantage they P
i
*gASA CR 386 ~ Peaceful Uses of Earth Obmervation _
acacraft .
? ILLEGIB
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offer to the 0.5, The U. 3. should refuse
to take part in Any world discussion that
would bring any other Nation of the world
up to the sophistication of ouy established
overt and covert satellite capabllity.

ment of their matural rasources. Specific uge
will be eutablighed for both spacecraft and
aireraft reconnalasance where they can be
econonically and elfectively deployed.

€. 1.8, should plan a very careful
series of releascs designed to extend the
existing gap or advantage we have over the
Rugsiang. The covert relegse plan should be
baged on a very thorough assessmeont of the
conpaetitive capabllity of the Russign
Reconuaiamance Satellites, Once the plan is
eatablished al1 Government Agencigs should be
forced to adheve, Control of the security plan
should be placed in the hands of the ExCon.

4. Vhichever approach proves desirable, it
is suggomted that the U, 8, should rvevaluate its
current position and perhaps take a very practical
and realisgtic sppraach to our reconnaissgnce policy
perhapz even to the point of oificially adnitting

that wo have Succensfully conducted Space reconnaissance

Rnd will continue to conduct apace reconnninmance at
ground resolutions of 3 feet te 10 feet. Thim would

Satellite Program, The 3 foot or iower linit would
be more than adequate for zil of the current and
plnnnedknnsa, Department of Agriculture, Department
of Interior or Departuent of Conmerce migsions,
Porhaps the 19 foot 1iait may well prove adequate for
mont of these nonmilitary misgions,

ILLEGIB
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8. There has been congiderable work done
in NASA to identify the useful parts of the gpectrum
and resolution required to conduct natural resources,
waather, climate, and geodetic flights for all of
the free nations of the world, These atudies have 25X1D
centinually run into the Intelligence Community's
defined covert :
agcure,

25X1D

s TIE BEZECTION 01 The proper oporational
mix of airplanes and satollite nystems to pexforn
these future missions should be determined Tollowing
this effort. Many of the pogtulated mimsions and
covarage raquirements can best he obtained by airoraft . 25X1D
properly atationed around the globe.

7. The proposed cover gtory could be bamed on
the three foot regolution capablility raportedly
releaded by the Preasident and would suggest that the

. U.8, needs no additional capability. Yor exanple,
three to four-foot gtereo coverage allaws for the

photo interpreter to determine wvhether a vehicle ig
a truck or & jeep, will let him distinguish between g

4 ILLEGIB
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landing craft and amall pleamsure boat, and alse
identiy the missiles or booster on the pad,

25X1D
26X1P
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Approved For Release 2003/09/3¢" CIA-RDP70B00501R000100160009-9




ﬁﬁ————————————————____________j

Approved For Relea®8 2003/09/30 CIA-RDPTOBOUSQ1 R00Q100160009-9

Summarz

1. President Johnaon is reported to have
digclosed that we have a three 7t, satellite aspace
reconnnissance capability which has provided detailed
information on the communistic nntiqns' armamenta,

2. Space Reconnaissance is an ingtrument of péace
which has zamisted the Premident and the Free World to
naintain a balance of pover and has wminimized the threat
of gurprise attack that could Plunge the worid into another
najor war,

- 3. Official U.8, disclosure of a 3 foot to 10 foot
capablility would probably improve our country'‘s Credibility
gap,

4. The present security control ig bacoming nore
and more restrictive to our "Poaceful Usesm of Space"
Program,

5.
capabllity would probably be more than gdequate to meet 25X1D
8ll of the currvent and futyre nesds of the National
Resourcey Satellite Progran,

25X1D

SConmendation

© The Vice President should create agx ad Hoc
. Group at the higheat level to carefully reviey
the total

25X1
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© The Ad Hoc group should inci
ude ExCo
;:;zcted ropregentativeg from atate,én§§355e
» Commerce, Agricultpra, &nd the €14, ’

made available to tj
their daliberntighs.a Ad Hoe Commtttee during
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