. Secretary McNamara's objection,
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH .+ Deputy Director for Intelligence sl =7

SUBJECT : Views on Public Release of Information

on US Satellite Reconnaissance

1. This memorandum ig for your information. It presents
my views on the current proposal to release some KKH photographs
of Soviet and Chinese strategic missile installations in order o
gain support for the Administration's defense programs.

2, You should note that this proposal is quite different from
those of recent years, For example, in 1967 when USIB considered
the classification of KH material iis discussions were in terms of
taking some aspects of the program out of the special security
compartment and not in terms of declassification. Specifically,
the USIB recommended that the fact of a US satellite photographic

- reconnaissance program be acknowledged at the SECRET level

antd that intelligence derived from the exploitation of the photography
(but not the film itself) be used in SECRET or TOP SECRET

‘publications with the identification of the source as satellite
. photography. As you will remember, USIB approved these

recommendations but they were never unplemented because of "’

.3. A primary i'actor which should be considered is the _
Soviet attitude toward discussions of sa.telllte reconnaissance. o .
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a responsible Soviet diplomat at the UN ‘said that the USSR would
not acknowledge the fact of Soviet and US programs publicly and
urged that the US not do so. This Soviet position was in the
context of peaceful uses of outer space, If the Administration
surfaced KH photography in support of more funds for the
Safeguard or MIRV programs, 1 am certaln that the Soviets
would denounce such use of photography as evidence of our lack
of gincerity with respect to SALT and might well break off the
talks. Those in the USSR who have opposed SALT would seize
upon our action as evidence of their previous pogition, Those
who have supported SALT might agree and certainly would
. congider it as evidence of our lack of understanding of Soviet
sensitivities. -

) . 4. I question whether surfacing KII photography in support
of Safeguard and MIRV would generate much additional support
in Congress. Few of those who oppose these programs doubt the
existence of S5~8's although some might be influenced by the
' photography of the large Chinese launch facility. 'If the Administration
wishes to use.the photographs to influence Congress directly, it could
.do so in restricted session. Public release presumably would be used
to generate support from the press and the American public and in
turn to influence Congress. Even if the immediate objective of
Congressional approval were attained, a precedent would have been
established, It is unlikely that we would be able to maintain any
security resirictions on KH material after such a release.

5, In sum, my view is that although some irnmediate benefits
to the Administration might be derived from public release of KH
photography, these benefits would be more than offset by a severe
__reaction from the USSR, by the disruption of SAL/T, and by the

posaibility that any arms limitation discussion with the Soviets
could not be reactivated for several years,
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