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MEN DIRANIWL FOR THI RECORD

C SUBJECT: ARGO Sympesiur

The ARGT Symposia:n held at the NPIC auditorium on 3 ~arch
drew a full house.

isy. Hornlg opensd the seating. He noted that the vurpose of
ARGO was to asiess the value of aiisting satellits photograpshy for
civillan ugsen, * and that this had Leen aceo.npished., He slao alluded
to the assistance that this exinination would provide in planning for
a civilian sygteva if that should beco ne necessary.

He then went oa to sophasize that the question of coats would
boco ne an Unportant factor in fulure use of satellito photogra;hy
fro: intellizence misstona: any r:wdifications or Increments to ~igsions
planned for the basic objective would involve costg that would have to
be shared Ly the civiliun ajencies, in addition to the exploitation costs
which the civilian agencles bad already recognized vould have to be
assumed by tham. During the course of the morning Doy Htelainger
intexjected the same thought severnl thesn,

The rest of the orning waus taken up with swniuagy reports
on possivle nses of the plotagrashy, given by some 1) or 10 exports
in varicus diasciplines (hydro:-ateorology, land use, cic. ). Thesso
pregentations wers followed in the aitornoon by a genaral discuseion
and nastion period, which waa particularly sanlightening.

Three aspects of the meeting are worth particular covamantt

1. The considurable aiwunt of enthuslasor which
had been develosed for this photogranby by alicosf all of ths
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participants, particularly fer agplications involving the
planning phases of largs projects and the acquisitien of
taformation sn loss developad ceuntries. Stsimimger had
told us this might be oo, aitheugh certaizly noans of the
participants felt that sasellite phetography weuld answer
all their prebloras. The sathusizsm was revealsd mors
strongly ia the discussisn and Guastisn paried thaa in the
formal talks. It seems clear that pressuses frem thass
agencies are going to moust as the ARGO stsering com-
mities refinee ita data in its next phase.

2. Despite Hornig and Steininger's cautisns ea cests,
thess was a good deal of comment sheut haw the hardware
and planaing of particular missions sxight ba sdapted %o
civilian objectives, "without intarfering with the primary
military tstelligence mission. ' For szample, the team laadarx
said that although he knew phato intexpressrs falt that the use
of calor would degrade resolution, ke and aoms of his kaowi-
edguable colleagues did not necensarily agree with this eince
they thought the problem ceuld be overcems technically, Also
some of the participasts appeared to think that there raight by
ensugh of thelr zequirements to jusiify an epkize mixsioa
{ram tios te time.

3. A repressniative of NASA (I gathar an alummus of
C14) twice mads sxtensive comments to the effect that no matter
what the civilian participsats and the eparvaters of the presemt
systeras worked out fogether, NASA is going ahaad with plans
for an aarth rescurces satellite. In case anyone missed thils 25X1
aaesage, he gave it again later in the sessioe, slightly, bnd

aned.
(Siemed) Themas K. Parrctl 25X1
Thamas A. Parredt
AD/DCI/NIPE
N.B. In discusaing Horaig's letter to the DCl and Daputy 25X1

SecDef, with Steiminger, I amphadised again why we did not want to
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tie this program inte USIB. He acc reolterated that he

hoped he could continus ks Haisen with in a BC) 25X1
liaisom rele. 1 said I perscually saw us redsen to disrupt such a

relationskip, but that in the long men perhips other arrangements
might be requized.

Distributian:
#l - DCL
2 - DECX
#3 - Exacumtive Disector
#4 - UEJ1
#5 ~ DEIS
% - Doleat vV
#7 - Chalyinan, COMIRESX

25X1
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1. To evaluate the information content of the existing
photography as it would apply to various physical ressurce surveys
and to determine vwlether it conld be uaed to mest sorne current
needs of the civillan ageacies.

2. To develop withio the civillan agencies a cedre of
people whe would undsrstand the photegraphy and the techniques of
exploitation, amd who could then assist thelr agency in making wse
of the photograply and in planning for futuxe systorns and applications.

3. To determine whether the sxisting systenis could yieid
infornmuation of aperational value t0 AID sbout the lesn davalopad
couniries.




