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MEMORANDUM l‘Ol THE PREKIDENT

SUBJECT: Publicity om Falluze of Seviet Space Probas

_-‘L At the roquant of Me, Carl Kaysen, [ attach herewith a
iact shest oa six Boviet failures in problag space. Te Ghe best of
our hnewiedge, these are the caly sush prebes they kave attempted.
As I usderatand 1§, ﬁlahdlhoa'lahb.ouo‘oﬂlq‘dywm
in yospouse to & latter to be written te My, Wekbh by My, Llayd Berkaar.
2. The fast sheet costaias wuch {aformailen which is classitied
Seerss, The infermetion (rem whish the fact sheet was develeped has
hean obiained frem many isislligence scuress, some of lh-m our most
nmﬁn. Thare is casugh celinteral {nlormation svailabls to *arrast
wselsssified yublicalion of thig fnct shant without Blowiag the caver of
our sensitive sourses. Iam ceacorned aver the epening up of this entire
matter of sur knewlsdge of Seviet activities to the general scrutiny of
the public, nl.putlahﬂy the prebing press, .M you know, oate &
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Subjoct is opea te public diecussioen, -..p-pu hvlhtill:ctllt.
bighly sessitive (nformation let dow: thely guard and blart cut the
treth, [em fearful that this will sosur in this instance and that our
oulr-l_uduhilvlllhﬂpd.hhn,utw;ﬁlaﬁm
scruliay by peblic (nfermaticn madis. 1trust thet all concorned will
Mmtln“haﬂlMpoMuMﬂuﬂlym.
3 n@nmmam‘mmuummy
religved of the preding euilired above, it weuld be advisable te make

cleay that this type of iafsrmation is & normaal cellsction respangikility
of the NORAD SPADAT system,

L L

Mawsbmil 8. Carvtarw .
Liswtecant Geasral, USA
Acting Divectss

Attachment

- MSCibec
Orig & 1 - Handcaryried to addressce via Mr. Kaysen
1~ DD/R w/ey sttachrent
1 - AD/SI w/ey attachment
1 - DDCI w/cy attackment |
/%; IR via Emeeutive Director w/cy attachment
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COWEN’]‘I ON BOVIET ATTEMPTS TO SEND SPACECRANT
TO MARS AND VENUS

Ths Bevist Union has purensd s vigorous but unsuccessful
pregram tv send instrurnanted wpﬁh.hmm.

Thas fay, two sttempts have been mads to sand spacecraf® to
Mazs, and four to Verms. Of these six sttempts, enly ons probe
was succensfully lsunched on sn intesplanstary pash, the Venus
probe of 12 Febymary 1961. Howsver, it was enly & qualified
secgeds becsuse its radio trangmiseion failed afier seversl days,
long bafore it yesched Venus, Nene of the five remaining sttampts
achisved a euecassful trajectory bacanss of rockst vehicle mal-
fucetions of one seet or snstber.

Tha same mission-planning philosophy and vehicle combing -
tions were uM ea sach of the Seviat intezplanstary series, A
porking orhit tachniqus is consistedtly supleited, whezeby the
payiead mh and its ojectisn stage uoluheh-d into a low
unhmdunorut. uhmmmnum. After one
passage around th. outh. the fourth or o:ocuon stage g ﬁnd
' owver Africs or the Seviet Union. I successfuyl, this sends the
instrumentsd probde on a ballistic path to the plansts, Had the
lagnching been mun@l in sach of the six ﬁll‘li listed below,

the probe would have arrived at Venus or Mars with too high &
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| vnlccﬁyto have been orbited areund either planet. Optimum |
conditions were chosen for ench launghing attempted thus far

e . Lo giiveaie M,M{rad P
se us to, simplify the task of sdther guidsnce or}‘)‘_‘-

. mlertine-
1. 10 October 1960: An unamnounced attempt to send &

probe to Mars failed bafore a parking orbit was achisved.

Had this probe been suceassful, it weuld bave resched Mars in

about 230 days.

2. 14 Ogtober 1960: A sscoud attempt to send a probe to
Mars, using virtually the sams trajectory, also fatled before
a parking orbit was achieved. 7

3. 4 February 1961t The firet attempt to send a spece-

- craft to Venus was suceessfully placed in its sarth parking
orbit, but could not be ejected into its plm-d'\hnu trajectory,
'ﬂu Bw'iot Union anncunced the launching as a successful earth '
satellite Sputnik VII snd claimed for it & new wuight in orbit
racord of lli. 300 ibs. Had this pyobe been successfully ejected,
it would have taken about 105 days to reach Vezus.

4. 12 February 1961: A partially successtul atternpt to
send & 1, 400-1b, spacecraft to Venus was mads on th!l‘ date.

All vebicls stages functioned normally, and the probe was
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correctly placed an its interplanetary path. The Saviet Union

gorrectly announced that this was the flyst time that a spacecraft

wip successfully ejested outward from orbit, The probe took 97
days to reach the vicinity of Venus. The Motw e
 failure in the power supply or radio transmitter, and the probe
whs last heard from st » distance of 4. 5 million miles from the
earth,

5. 25 August 1962: A third attempt to send & probe to Venus
waa mads on this dats. The payload wae successfully plaged into
its satellite parking orbit, but apparestly could not bs ejected,

Had thia shot been successful, the probe would have arrived at
Venus on about 7 December 1962, shead of the US Mariner II. It
appaars that the noxrmal flight time of 112 days for this date was
{ntentionally shortened to 104 days by sacrificing spacecyaft weight,
This launching attempt has not yet been aunounced by the Soviet
Unten,

6. 1 September 1962: Tha fourth attempt to reach Venus
was slso auccessfully placed into s satellite parking orbit, but could
not be ejectad. The Sovist Union hap net yet suneunced this attempt

nor the presance of the unused componaents in orbit.
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