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1 reconmend }oﬁ concur in this SNIE, which 1srtc be considered at the
~ USIB Meeting tentatively scheduled for 1G:30, Thursday, Hovember 16.
The conc}uswons are set forth.on pages 9 and 10.
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This estimate. you w111 recall, was requested for EA inia memorandum
from you to #Hr. Helms dated- October 25, 1972, suggesting the terms of
.refarence and a completion date in mid-December, which memorandum (attached)
was subsequently circulated o USIB wembers as the framework for the :
SNIE. ONE advanced the due date to dovember 16 for its own scheduling
reasons. The original draft done in OME the preceeding weekend arrived
in INR on Thursday. November 9, with the reoresentatives meeting set for
the afternoon of Monday the 13th. He asked ONE for a postponement of

- tine meeiing until the end of this week to give us more time to consdder

- the draft and coordinate with EA. 8NE refused, on the grounds that tae
oCl emﬁhét1ca}1y wanted the SHIE ready for USIB consideration on the
18th. ... ‘

. Given the -time constra1nts and our own ob3ect1nns to the original draft,
~Honday's meeting was Tong {almost five hours). It resulted, however, in
changes which we feel make the final draft more rasponsive to our terms

.-of reference than the original had been. .He are satisfied with the
present draft, but continue to feel that-a more generous schedule would

- have qﬂ§m1tted the production of:a more useful estimate. Though ONE says
“the Aqency has no further 1nfbrmataon, we feel that a-less H#isty schedule
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- might have nnrmittad mare - detai]e& consfderation of such part1eular

points as the probable source and effect of foreign technological ass?stance

- ‘and the nature of internal &RC controversy over the proaram.

Bufore thc Monday meeting and aq&in today, we consulted with staff members
of EA/RIC ‘and EA/ACA; they are satisfied but not edifigd by the final

" draft. We understand that EAZACA will now push ahead with a request
. for a HSSH in which we had ‘concurred and which was held up by Deputy’
" Assistant Secretary Sneider Dend1nq the conn?et1cn of this SNIE.

We would not expect any of this background on the productxon of the paper

to come up at USIB. You may find it useful, however, Because 1nnu-
.our exchanges with the working level at ONE, and particuiarly in making -

our pitch for postponement of the renresentatives meeting, we ran into
2 considerable amount of flak for having requested the SHIE in the first
place. One counterpart complained that INR was overloading the system
with what he clearly thought weresilly requests for SNIEs. This moved
Stan Brooks to respund with the parsonal observation that. manifesting an

attitude of that kind was no way to encourage use of, or confidence in,
- the system. (Some part of the bad atmospherics may be due to this SNIE

having the-sama chairman and drafter as the NIE on Taiwan last spring,
over uhich $0 much b1ood - mostl; ours -- was shad).
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