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The Institute of ALCTE‘” ’131ne ering and Ressarch (INER) is
currently working on a number of research Projects. OI vprincinal
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(this project is of intsrest because of its application to
a neavy water power reactor design project)
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Pre v1ous1y there were reports that resesvrck
re ‘ - feSearch was being done on Lase*s

which might. } ’ L 7 ‘
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First, I would like to maka a.

recent with rezard to our

developments

with the ROC and thea zurn :the

of the Department®s Bureau of Intelligence

ed Tun down on that end
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the business.

of
klsaﬂwith“ '”‘DdE]' '-;gﬁt”&dd;'are
of the CIA and: cf ACDA.  These geatleamen

will be‘glad to

questions you may

least one

Since the NRC has at new- Commissioner
m . ) N
since we provid ad 7ou with our last

(Ahearn)

briefing on the ROC, I would e to remind you

that in nmid-1977, foll ow1nv an in-depth reviasw
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‘ A. We aﬁd.the ROC have essen:LéLiy =d
) a1l arrangemsents with the IaL=a for
cdvefing all ROC nuclzar materials,
facilities and equipment und=21 tae
US/ROC/IAEA Safeguacds izree-
) mentv." | E
i?% Wwe have recelved: %Agreement.ig
) to assist ‘in converting the TRR
- k ‘ A' , froﬁ nacural uranium_tc }5w—e:richeé
ﬁrénium»iﬁai‘to cbver'thg cpsts of re-

- -
movidg from Taiwan aid~of the spent

. o ‘ Vs ot
natural uranium fuel that will be

o — T
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generated pending conversion tO LEU £fuel,
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We have complested the transfer to U.S.
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control a+di plutonium previously held by

“the ROC.
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We have. initiated a dastai e ﬁ 'ROC techuic
program (with the DOE°s : gonne,ﬁatio;al
Labdratory in the l2ad rolz) 2imed at com-
cleting conversion oF the Zﬁé‘fo LEY within
a two-year period, duriang which time the
I3 will continue to:oparata o matural
uranium, 1f such conversion is practicable.
(E;e NRC®s cooperaticn amd z2ssistance In
reviewinz the safety aspects ¢f such a coan-
verion will be greatly appreciated.]

ZTe these developmeats and ==
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confirmed the accual termination of nuclesar research
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Principal among these activities was the ROZ"s

Drogram 1ase; research, which, although thare
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directed at uranium enrichment.

Although we have had an unconfirmed report that
some of the ROC work had in fact been directed

_at isotope separation using uranium vapor, the

Team found no evidence o0of such work.

Nevertheless, in view of our lingering uncer-

tainties about the ﬁatufe and extent of the ROC®s
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"tion of nuclesar exports.

-- Acting under instructions, Ambassador Unzer indicated

that this provision refers, among other things, to
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the ROC’s termi ivities leading te the

devslopment of uranium enrichment and heavy water

v
production '"capabilities

" rather than just to.

production activitiss per se.
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While acknowledging that certain laser isotope

separation work may fall in-a gray area, the U.S.

an—

‘believed any LIS work can contribute to 2 urazium

—

.

enrichment capability -aad, therefore, should not

v

be undertaken.
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We.further advised President Chaing that wa Ddslisv

all other auclear ralatad R&D in the ROC needs to
be carefully reviewed to ensure that there wavz2 10
other 'grey area" activities being conductz:z ~niza

might create misunderstanding about the ROC’S

strict avoidance of activities prescridad by our

‘agreements, particularly activities involwizxz-or

sing, enrichment ‘0of neavy wacter
- . p—

leading to reproces

: ha — ;
production capabilities.
In response, repiying to Secretary Vance®s latfer,
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President Chiang provided us with high

assurances that no research is now underway or wiil
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be conducte a the future in.nueclear enrichment
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reprocessing or heavy water production. He admits
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ion work did take

that. some laser 1isotope saparat

place in the past but asserts i
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t has long since
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been concluded and will not resume.
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Chiang®s letter imcludes the fla:t ccmmitment that the

ROC "has no intention whatsoever to develop nuclear

Wéapdné or;élnuélear devica or tho emgaze in aﬁ?
acﬁivity related ﬁo.reprocgssing'burpcses. HMoreover
our scientists inm the auclszar f:alﬂ 5r 1n a2ay otherxr
relateﬁ fie;ds‘will,continue‘z:'é:é in cymeliance

The explicit and all-embracinz guelity o7 Chiang’s
statement is highly rsas:suriang 284 the Secretary
plans to acknowledge it approopriascely,
¥ow I would like .to turm the dis ¢
to date ‘on recenti
. ‘.é
ar soctivities 1n tae ROC.




