VOLUE 1

009 4, &,
)hppz?{iém %Tl? Aels 23

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED
NOT RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN
NATIONALS OR THEIR REPRE-
SENTATIVES,

B. K. AOLLOVAY, Gendral, USAP
Commardey in Chie
EXCLUDED FROM AUT
REGRADING! DOD mm&ﬁ 10
DOES NOT APPLY e o

£ ohan sy
TR
' '|< "4 =
ARSI I
R B e
Ll-‘- REC5
"-‘.lf'* i":;;--i-i ’5
HISTORY OF STRATEGIC AIR COMMAND H
JANUARY-JUNE 1968 AU N @,,
N
HISTORICAL sTwDY N0, 112 (U) s 2 R
[ 2] [
e
1 Mg
tg

D= INFO (S SFED

187 REVIEVy DAIT.
LITHSITY: 12 A0

P R 1y T

el 4 AL B PYY 7T 7 TR

- 2 (1Y)
e E i
BERI2E

S0 94‘17 /37 L
@1 j/ { P
% HISTORY & RESEARCH DIVISION

. HEADQUARTERS STRATEGIC AIR COMMAMK

' FEBRUARY 19€9
@ - }Qo, [ , I RC.

I . mmmm Wf" ’%?4 &3 ?[’

L 7 T rm- 237

' LY Cocn s 68ap-3ath
(THis PAGE 1S WNCLASSIFIED) SAC Y2 (F 5 (Y

B N P s O3 -V 34 /




.
S g Pha

BT
f Rt

B3
(D D TR -GN oG o & o e

|

(a}

»"n0"~"01

1

]

GENERAL JOSEPH J. NAZZARO
COMMANDER IN CHIEF
STRATEGIO ATR COMMAND
1 FEBRUARY 1967 = 31 JULY 1968

ii




i i i g 0 P

Fa A
P LT
f-.'r.'f.-l:?l.r"i"




::xl L R 125
,I L #&7 Wnile at Eglin for Short rip XVIT in Junc, tho 306th Wing
aireraft and erow completed an additional brief teot--Short Trip L%
l Elerra. 1Ite purpoce was to clear release of M-117 bombs with Minol
& II high explosive f111 (8 substitute for Tritonnl).asl
i L. 4®) The Air Force Special Weapons Center, using its own B-52D,
g — completed a SAC-oriented conventional test at White Sands in February
c 1968. The purpose of Short Trip XIV Alpha was to certify carriage of
. c elght 2000 pound M{+55 Navy mines. Previously, the maximum B-52 lood
wag four 2000 pound mines. The B-52 capacity had been limited to two
' © : mines on each of two MHU-20/C clip-in racks, using the lower stations
< only. The February test demonstrated that the upper stations could
' c 8lso be used, thus doubling the B-52 lbad.ese

¢ Contingency Operations
- LA A8F The BAC conventional bombing operation in Southeast Asia,
c which had grown steadily since its inception in mid-1965, more than

doubled in size in the first few months of 1968. In December 1967,
' the Becretary of Defense had approved an increase to 1200 sorties per
month for February of the next year, but a general offensive launched
l by the enomy in January necescitated a further temporary inecrease in
the sortie rate. Almost eimultanecusly, a buildup of United States
!. _ foreen in Mortheant Asin, os g consaquence of liortn Korea's saizure
of the USS Pueble, resulted in the deployment of additional B-52 forces
B to the Western Pacific. The enemy offensive, coupled with the large
increase in Are Light sorties, also resulted in a basic change in
B-52 bombing tactiecs. In recponse to Operation liagara, the largent
B air offensive thus far in the Vietnamese War, SAC deviged new tactics
In area bombing to increase the effectivencos of the available aircraft,
ﬂ This new method of operation was 60 successful that it was later exs
panded for use throughout South Vietnam. The increase in the nunber of
g KC-1356 and B-526 forced a realignment of SAC forces in Southeast Asin.
Additional B-52s wore sent to U Tapao Afrfield in Thailand and for the
! first time bombers were stationed at Kadena Air Base on Okinawa. A
SAC tonker squadron was activated at Ching Chuan Kang Air Dase, Taiwan.
n

Dy mid-year, it appoared that the sortie increases resulting from tha
enemy's TET offensive would be permanent. B-52 basing remained in doubt,
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however, with tye possibility that B«52 operations would be confined
to Andersen AFB, Guam, and U Tapac Afrfield, Thailand,
Orpgantzation and Loentlon of Forcon
L. 4 The basic command otructure of the Btrutegie Alr Command in

the western Pacific changed very little during the firet helf of 1968,
although one new unit was added to the orpanization, The oize and
Bcope of the SAC operation, hovaver, increased significantly during
this same period. A large increane in the Are Light sortie rate,
ot well as additional refueling requirements, nacessitated a con-

! olderable increase in SAC forces assigned to the weatern Pacific. For
the most part, these bombers and tankers weres gent to bages already in

use by SAC. However, a new aip refueling squadron wee activated at

i Ching Chuan Kang Air Base op Taiwvan.

P L. 4 Te Third Atir Divielon, with headquarters at Andersen AFB,
Guam, retained operational control of SAC forces in the western Pacifie,
Units in the United States furniched aircraft and crews on T0Y. The
principal units subordinate to the Third Afr Division remained the sare.
The L133d Bomb Wing (Proviaionnl), located at Andergen AFB, Guam, con-
trolled the bulk of the Arc Light bombar force. It was made up entirely i
of TDY personnel, and was commanded by the senior TUY bomb wing com-

"'-?1'.

rander. Bomb wings sent—TDY from the United States wore augmented by
individual crews and aircraft from bomber units remaining in the conti- £
fental U. §. In addition, part of the Port Bow Bes2 foree2Sd (the :
Korean contingency force), wae bused at Andersen and came under the

g
. control of the 4133d Bomb Wing. The k2524 Strategic Wing, located

L A
S

ot Kadena AB, Okinawa, controlled n variety of SAC operations. The

bulk of the Port Bow B-52 force wao locuted nt Kndenn, KC-135 tankers
from Kadena supported Arc Light operationa in Southonst Asia and PACAF
operations in Northeast Asia. The 824 Btrateglc Roconnaigsance Squadron,
ascigned to the 42523, was moved to Kadena from Yorota AB, Japan on

2 January 1968-25 This unit supported SAC reconnalnsance activities

in the western Pacific-255 Detachment 1, L2524 Btrategic Wing, located

at Yokota, was activated at the same time the 824 Btrategic Reconnaissance
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Squadron wao moved, to provide transiént support for SAL nircruft.258
Finally, the h220th Air Refueling Squadron,

alco assigned to the
k2524 Etratogie Wing, provided KC-135 radio relay (Combat Lightning)

support for PACAF operations in Boutheast Aela, as well ng Are Light
in refueling support. The L2zoth activated in Jenuary 1968, was located
- at Ching Chuan Kang AB, Taiwan, a nev operating location for SAC forcea-asT
c The L258th Btrategic Wing, loecated at U Tapao Afrfield, Thailand, con-
. trolled the Young Tiger refueling operation. The Young Tiger force
furnishad PACAF with refueling support for its operations in Southeast
Asla. In addition, the 4258th supported that Part of the Are Light
bomber force operating from U Tapao,258 Detachment 1, 4258th Btrategtc
Wing, located at Takhli AB, Thailand, was diecontinued op 15 February-259
U 484 The two remaining Third Atir Division subordinate units, the
c 3960th Strategic Wing and the 27th Communications Squadron, both located
¢ at Andersen AFD, Cuam, provided the Division with base support and come
munications aupport respectively. The 27th Communications Squadron
also maintained two operating locations in South Vietnam for radio
Support for the Are Light force: OL 20 at Bien Hoa and O 40 ot Da
Nang, In addition to Third Air Divieion, SAC alsgoe raintained a BA
ADVON located at Tan Son Nhut Airfield, South Vietnss,260 -
Are Light Bortie Raks
9*:Z'ﬁ%? ~ts5). The Are Light program continued to grow during the early
months of 1968, going beyond even the plenned increase in the monthly

cortie rate. In November 1967, the Secretary of De
an increase from 800 to 1200 sorties per month.

programmed to go into effect on 1 February, after

during Januury., Ten additional B-52a,
sent to U Tupao,

craft wan begun,

Al

fense had epproved

This increase was

8 gradual build-up
for a total of 25, were to be
The hecesdsary construction to accormodate these air-
and facilities for the Tirst five B-528 wera expected
to be complete by the end of January. When the remaining conatruction
wag comploto, about Jupne 1968, the last five B-525 would be sent. The
Tinzl basing plan called for 52 B-

526 and two KC-1355 at Ardersan AFB,
Guam, and 25 B-525 and 30 KC-135¢ at ¢ Tapao Airfield, Thailnnd-zsl
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U_ @6} SAC had planned a gradual bulldup starting the first of
 the yeur. From 1 through 19 Jonuary, 27 sorties per day would be
flown; from 20 through 2k January, 30 sorties per day; from 25 through

~. 28 January, 33 sorties pPer day; and from 29 through 31 Jenuary, 37 ﬁ B

n Eorties per day. Finally, LO sorties per day, or 1200 sorties per o ;

-— ronth, would be reached on 1 February. The plan called for a total ¥

- of 906 sorties for January, while 926 sorties were ectually 1aunched.262 I j
Ut (90=MB) These Plens for an orderly transition to the 1200 sortie

¢ rate were not destined for fulfillment, however. On the morning of

© 23 January, the USS Pueblo, & Navy intelligence gathering vesesel, was :

< cruising off the coast of North Korea in international waters about :

ce 2l miles offshore from the port of Wonsan. The Puebio “aE on & rela- ;

c tively routine intelligence gathering mission; one of e series of * :

- similer missions that had been carried out since November 1966.263 i

c At noon the Pueblo was intercepted by a North Korean patrol boat and . ‘”j

ordered to heave to, The Pueblo replied that she was in international
waters, and continued on course. An hour later, three more patrol
boats arrived, accompanied by two MIG aircraft. The liorth Korean
vessels again directed the Pueblo to heave to. At 1345 local tine,
the Pueblo radioed that she was being boarded. Forty-seven minutgs
laeter the Pueblo Tadioced thai-all ‘engines were stbpped and thﬁt she
was going off the aip, The Pueblo was then forcibly escorted to the
port of Wonsan by the North Korean boats, Her position at the time
of capture wos 127:54E X 39:25N, about three ang one-half miles out- v
side lorth Korean territorial waters.,? . i
A €883 Though seemingly far removed from the Arc Light operation in
Southeast Asim, this event was to result in important changes in B-52
strength, basing, and tactics in the Far East. Three days after the
Pucblo's capture, Headquarters USAF notified the major commands that
reinforcement of Army, Navy, and Air Force units in Kores ang con-
tiguous waters was under consideration, and that the call up of

certain Air National Guard, Aty Reserve, and Naval Reserve units wvas s
in process. Headquarters USAF told SAC that the Secretary of Defenca ;uvlri
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had agreed to early deployment of additional B-5zZe to WESTPAC pending
presidentinl approvul.265 Within hours B-52 unitc were selected 'for
deployment and a warning order was scnt to the subordinate units cone
cerned.266 At the same time, a OAC message to the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and the Chief of 8taff of the Air Force emphasized that the
quickest way to respond to a strike request for North Korean targets
would be to use the Arce Light force in place on Quam. Using this
force, bombers could be over the target 2L to 30 hours after notifi-
cation.asT

o+ <3} One dey later, on 26 January, the JCS informed General
linzzaro that the Secretary of Defense hod approved the deployment of
twenty-six additional B-52s, with supporting tankers, to WESTPAC. The
deployment was to begin on 3 February and be complete by 6 February.
The unclassified nickname assigned to the B-52 deployment was "Port
Bow." Initial plans called for sending the entire force to Guem, but
discussions were undervay concerning basing at least some of the alre
craft at Kadena AB, 0k1nnun.268 When the American Embassy in Toxkyo
reported that the Japnnese government had no objection to using Okinava
for B-52 operations, the JCS authorized SAC to deploy 15 B-52& to Kadena.
The remaining 11 B-528 were to deploy to Andersen AFB, Guam.269

Ly /4T The first B-52 nircraft hessn arriving at Kadena and Andersen
on the afternoon of § February. By the evening of T February, the
deployment was complete with all aircraft in place. A% the same tinme,
Third Air Division had sent an ADVON to Kadena to take control of the
Port DBow force.270 Earlier, SAC hnd ndvised CINCPAC that the Kadena
Port Bow force would be ready for operations by approximately 1700 on

9 February. If strikes vere necded prior to that time, they could be
launched from Guam on 2u hou;s noLice.aT1 Simultaneously, SAC requested
JCS permission to launch a few Arc Light corties from Kadena using the
Port Bow force. This would be done to mack possible future strikes
ageinst North Korcan targets. CINCPAC agreed with this reasoning,

and recormmended the JCS approve the request.272 Though the American
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Embassy in Japan advised ogainst such action, the JCS subsequently
approved the request and aliowed the use of the Port Bow force, both
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at Andersen and Kadena, for Southenst Asia strikes. At the came time,
the JCS advised that separate action was being taken to obtain approval
for a temporary increase in the 1200 sortie per month Arc Light authorie
zation.273
Lo 4@¥ The proposal was received by COMUSMACY with considerable
entnusiasm. With the TET offensive at its height and the situation
becoming critical around Khe Sanh, Jenoral Westmoreland could use ell
the Arc Light sorties he could get. He asked for 48 sorties per day
for Operation Niagara, and another 12 sorties per day to be used couth
of the fourteenth parallel. He also recommended the additional corties
be available by 15 February.2Th After receiving COMUSMACV's recommen-
dation, along with that of CINCPAC, the JCB authorized a temporary in-
creace in the sortie rate to 1800 per mon'ch.275 Ao 8 result of this
latest increase, the sortie rate had been more than doubled since the
firat of the year. ;
ﬁ?ﬁ*‘1isé‘ While the Pueblo incident provided a very convenient oppors
tunity to augment the Arc Light force and temporarily increase the
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sortie rate, the Port Bow force was never used for operations against

targets in Korea during the first half of 1968, The prospect of any

military action being taken in that srea as a result of the Pueblo

- incldent vas becoming increasingly remote. _Diacussions by the Militery

hrmlstice Commission in Korea regarding the return of the Pueblo had

begun even before the Port Bow force arrived in WESTPAC.276 Though

unproductive so far, U, §. authorities were apparently content to

continue the talks in lieu of any forcible action to recover the

Pueblo. Unlted States forces in the Northwest Pocific area had been

substantlally reinforced, contingency strike plans were complete, and

there was nothing left to do but awailt the outcome of the negotiations :

at Panmunjom. ‘ : e
L+ '~8% In the meantime, SAC was considering the possibility that

the sortie rate would not return to the approved 1200 rate after the

conclusion of Operation Niagera. In a message to the Chief of Staff i {

of the Alr Force, SAC noted that if consideration was being given to
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