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Jammary 30, 1961
MEMORANDUM »Ux THE PHESIDENT )

Subject: Your Appointment with Ogden K. reid, .
decently Ambassador to Israel

-

| { )

Mr. Reid, vho has just resigned as American Ambassador to
Isrsel, made a creditsble record during his eighteen montha
denure. He gained the friendship and respect of Prime Minister
Ben-Gurion and Foreign Miniater Golda Meir. Both hs and his
charmifg wife made an excellent impression on the Israeli public

’ by studying Hebrew and by friendly interest in many aspects of

Israeli life. Mr, eid has effectively represented our countiry,
frequently securing Israell cocperation in specified courses of
action despite delicate and difficult obatacles, Ttems of current
interest in our relations vith Isreel include:

1. Israsl's Atomic Epergy Activitiss. Since this is an
iten of special interest in our relations with Israel at this
time, I am enclosing a separate nduorand\- on this subject,

2. Acab-Isras) Ralationa. While progress toward an Arabe-

Israel ssttlement has not been achieved, there has been a diminu-
tion of border violence and other- unfriendly sanifestations: beiwesn
the two sides. Mr. Reid may be commended for his efforts during
various incipient crises in persuading Ben-Guricdn ‘and his government
to follow courses of modération,

. ,
3. Israsl's Econamic Progresp. We have continued our policies
of helping Israel's economic growth with programs totalling for
FY 1960 approximately $62,500,000. This is slightly over the .
average United Stetes Governdent ald extended to lsrasl over sach of
the twelve years sinoe its bdirth, With such auiltnnoo as well as
contributions from German reparstions paymsnts and generous donations
" fram the Jewish groups in this country, Israel has registered
" remarkable economis progress. ‘At present per ocapita gross national
: prednt u Mmr tlun tblt of mral Western European countries.
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our policy of rscent years of mot becoming a supplier of significant
types or amounts of arms to nations of the Near East. Al though
posing somevhat of a financial.burden, lsrasl has been able to

' prooure most of its ailitary supplies from France and othar European
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