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Memorandum of Conversation

SUBJECT: Isreeli Reszctor

PARTICIPANTS: gis Excellemcy Avrabam Barman,

G. Iewlis Jomes, Assistent Secretary for NEA ~ % -

DATE: cebruary 3, 1961
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l_ Ambassador Harmsn called or me todey at kis regusst $0 discuss tactlcs i{
in comnection with the Arsh relfugees a2t the resumed UYnited Fabioms. Having in a1
mind the President's interest in the Dimoma veszchbor and the few words exchanged ;-«

shonld pot take what I wss sboul %o say as

with the Secretary February 2 before the luncheon for Loy Hendersom, I arranged
to see Farmarn alore before our meefing om the refugses.

I %014 Earman that he
an officizl demarche: instead it

was talk bebtween friends who were inbterested in US-~Isrselil rslations contimuing
on & smootk ecourse undisturbed by Coubds amd susplelons.

I said that we fully accepted the statements of Prime Minister Bem Gurion

vith regard %o the peaceful uses of tike Dimeona reachor.

doub%ieg his word. We bad, however, noted
Americazn to the Dimons site &5 scon as the

There waa no questiom of
with pleasure his offer 4o invite am
pubiicity died dowm bobth in the United

States and in Israel - the timlag to De Ben GurionBs. The affair of the Dimons

stie

reactor having arisen in somewhet dram

circumstances, the techniclame assoelated

with such matters meinitein s keen a2nd conbimuing interest irn the guiet visis

suggested by Ber Guriomn.

There was interest at higher levels as well:

Ambassador Reid had encountered this iz paying his calls around Wachimgbon.

Moreover, the Arab Keighbors of Israel not

infrequently raised the guestion of

Dimons and its potentisl use as B source of muclear wezpomS.

Fow Isrsel was im the throes of whab appéare’ﬁ 'i:o be & ?blitical erisis.

Ben Gurion had amnounced kis ivtention o take four wes=ks vzeation.
1 still the head of a “caretaker govermmeai”.

zoveraments lasting for momths. Counld Ear

Also he was -
Israel bad a record of carebsker
sn advise me what to reply ito.the
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guestion: "When do you think Ben Gurion will invite someone to see the Dimona ‘
sites® Tid he think that such sz invitation would have to be delayed because
of the internal politieal erisis?

Hermsn replied thait: "In Israel no one is thinking sbhout saything else
except the political crisis. The pariles are holdirg meebings which last for
hours spé hours. Ben Guriom cen thimk of nothing except the reputation of the
Mepai Party. I dc not see hov I could get to him or think thet he would be
inelined to give an invitatien gt $his time",

HEerman went on %o say that in Israel the story of the Dimons reactor is very
simple: They ave bullding a reactor walch will take some woe yesrs to complete.
There is no plutenium. There iz plemty of time. Bea Gurion has given all the
sseursnces that snyone could and additionally hes explained that he proposes
tc hard back the plutopium to the country supplying the wranium. Tre Israelils,
Hermen said, could not comcelve why there should be conbinuming imberest in
Dimons in the United Stabtes or anywhere else. Im good time, vhen there was
something more to see, The visit might be arrapged but nc Israell, let alone
Ber Gurion, could comcelve why there was sach s hurry sbout 1%,

T said that I could urderstand the Israeli ettitude being as ke bad
deseribed it but the ides of the proliferation of puclesr weapons was gbgolubely
anathems to the United States and, alithough rightly or wromgly, the zuspicion
of obtaining such & capebility bad fallen on Izrazel. $inece the United States
ernd Israsl sre suck close friemds and sipce the offer of a visit bad been
volun$eered by Isvzel it seemed %o me 1% wes simply good common sense for the
visit to take place very guletly and without publicity at an srranged date.

The fact of such & visit by guelified experts would be invaluable in allaying
suspicions.

T reitersted thet I was not giving o demercke. He amd I were good frieads
ard I vas simply "tipping bim off" with regerd %o a continuation of United
States interest. I thought that when he paid his courtesy call upon the
Secretary some time in the mext fem days it wonld be an excellent gesture if
he could st that bime suggest o qulet vipit by en Americen or some other friendly
expert. Ambassador Reld had imdicated thet this would not be at 213 difficult
to arrange.

Hermes thanked me for the "$ip off™ emd said that he would see vhat he
could dc. He was mot semguine of results because of ihe Isracii inbermsl
politicel situatiop. He himsell indicabed that he sgreed witk me thal
"zetting the visit over with" would be a good Thing.

Comment:

Although Harmen would have been far happler bed I not raised the subjeci,
becange ke will have éifficulty gebiing anything out of Israel, I am confident
thet ke considered my mudge a tactful ome. I imagine that he will have some~
thing %o say cm the subject when he calis om the Secretary, which otherwise
might not have been the case. _J
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r Since we spoke alome im an "off the record" memmer 1 do not think thsi
+he talk with Harman described above should be cited as = definite U, 5.
approsck im any fubure chromologies om ®his subject.
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