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lsrael's Sscurity Problem Q&

Ambassador Harmen remarked that the cwrrent quiescent state of affaire in
the Middle Rast has prevailed for four years, Since 1958, the UAR's subversive
efforts had been effecilvely checked in Jordan, Lebanon, and Iraqs The regent
Baghdad meeting of the Arab League had revealed the “roll-back™ of UAR-inspired,
nationalist trends among the Arzbs, Hasser not hﬂhg been able to dominate in
the old marmer, When Mr, Bundy said that perhaps 'the "rolleback” had "yolled®
Nasser right down to the Congo, the Ambassador said the suggestion was not partiote
larly far-fetched, that Nasser is a restless spirit and whenm checked in ong ares
iz obliged to sesk an ouilet elsewhere and Afriea is now a major targets -
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Ambassador Harman said that despite the prevailing ¢alm there are very

important elements for anxiety in the Middle Fast, in general, and anx

for Israel, Of these, rearmament is the most gensitive. Egypt has besn setting

the pace since 1955, when it first began to acquire Soviet axms, Simce the end

of 1957 it has moved toward the acquisition of the Soviets'! MIG-1§, which by a =
large margin is 2 better plane than anything the Israelis have, and capable of ‘,/-{f_
delivering alr~to-air missiles. When Mr. Bundy asked what iype of missile, / e |
Ambassador Harman seid that he is not informed on ths point, but it iz a
the MIG-13 would carry a missile of its tremendous speed and high f1 :
ceiling, It will out-mstch the Iarselis' best Jet, the French “W“ A
and, accordingly, the Teraelis are now dealing with the Frensh for the "!ﬂngc", I
which, howeVer, eammot be delivered for another eighteen months. ‘ |
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The Ambassader said YTsrasl hag convineing mm that the TRAR alrsady Las
the MIG-19's 2nd thst some may #lse have been deliversd to Irsg, Furthemmors, -y
Soviet training crews have arrived in ¥gypt. _ —

hsked if Israal hiicm the TAR'® ﬁghts:s—pilsu are better quelified thaz
L formerly, the Mhamdnr p@d that the DAR has o tremandous and succossful
efforts to raise the quality of its training and 4 sarvices coordination,

" The Egyptians had learned the most importani lasson 0 be gained from theiy experie
. ences in the Sinai, heve eddresszed uonsidsmble effort to inproving the calibre
of thelr offiser gorps,

Egypt's improved military posture has underscored a question, broeehsd with
the State Departient over a yesr ago, of Isrsel's abdlity to meet a suiden aly
attack, The Ambassador described Israsel az a small country with no defense in
depth, a sarsew $en-mile walst, and grestest dimensions no more than 50 miles by
320 miles, The TAR has twenty-six ajrfields in the twe provinces, and by virtus
of geographic advantage can shuttle beck and fordh over Israel, which has only
three operatfonal fields plus a fourth civilian airfield which could be pressed
into use in 2 crisis, ALl this means that Isrsel's jet fighter capacity ocould be
knocked cut immediately and the sountry's communications system destroyed, thus
craating great difficulties for man pover Mmm which depends on quick
sommundcations with a largs reserve to sugmsnt & small standing srmy., Antloipeting
the vulnerability that is now rapidly dnlhwa:. hﬂﬂ. a yur ago aaked the

United States for anti-aiveraft missiles, Sla .
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Washington. Howsver, the United States «id not wish to intpeduce offendive
equipment in the Middle Zcet snd advised Israel to seek its major requiremenis
from "traditiomal sources®, pringipally tha French and the British, The United
States had agreed to sell sarly-warning equipment on three-year credit terrs and
an Israel electroniss team recently complaeted a tour of United States installa-
tions and factories 1o become acquainted wiith the eouipment, It has now returmed
to Israel, which I8 in the process of deciding whether or not to plaoe an order.

At the same time,; Ambassador Hesrman continued, the United States agreed %o
take inte comaideration the additional burden f)].aoe]d on ths economy by Israel's
dafense requiréments, While wnwilling to finance such procurement directly, the
Israelis had baen informed, the United States would siudy the impsct of arms
expenditures in congldering Isrsel's applications in the several categories of
aid.

Mr. Bundy askad the Ambassador if he weas reopening the request for missiles
or merely signslling the fact that such a request was in the offing,

Ambassador Harman said he was not under instruction, even to signal the
poseibility of such a recuest, but that Israel is now reviewing its circumstances
in the light of the UAR's acquisition of the MIG-19,

Ambagsador Harmen mentioned briefly the poseibility of regional disarmament,
which might be easily schieved in the Near East by agreemeni among the big
powers, inasmuch 25 all countrles there are obliged to look to the major
for "deadly stuff”, Because of the volatility of the area the introduction of
each new device in the offensive field carries with it great changes.

Israel’s Atomlc Reactor

Mr. Bundy asked the Ambessador if Israel's comstruction of an atomic reactor
does not represent the intreduction of Just the sort of sensitive factor he was
spegking about.

Ambassador Harman said that Israel has no intention of manufacturing the
bomb and the reactor itself is three or four ysars away from operation,

Mr, Bundy pressed the point of the development's impsot on Arab epm
Ambzssador Harman replisd that the mamnner of its revelation to the world had
created unnecessary tensien, It had "qﬂ.nd out® in an unfortunate mamner,
Asked for detsils, Ambassador Harman it had been lesked out guite unnecessarily,
. in truth had had an adverse effect in area, Nasser threatening to mobilize
fowr million men, all of which had been very unpleassnt for Israel.

He sald the sensational speculation was W foundation, and, as he had
indicated to the Secretary of State, Isracl has mo intention for uses other than
peaceful. A visit to the reactor, in which this Govermment had expressed an
inberest, probably would be arranged by BenwGuriom if he were restored to pewer in
the weke of the present Cabinet criais. Mr. w: sugzestion that he had ne
doubt Ben-Ourion, who might be regarded as the Sehweann-Heink of the political
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roturn W Israells pr er:ir-;r-.ai“l; was recelved goad-
¥r. Pundy prasged imbacsador Harman on the question

if Arob concern with the ab)mlc- enzrgy development,
sador Horman deprecated its lmportange. He sald 1t is a small reacter,
he UAR were fo anncunce s similar dsvelopment, even one muech larger, to
ledicated to the same pwposes intended for Israsl's, his Jovermment would ned
neernad.
My, Bundy remarked »n the rrapnuwhn of the sxpenditure which must be repre-

.q..gj by such a develovment, but Ambsssador Harman seid that it is modest in
copa, to be devoled sxclusively te scientific exDerimentation and the tralning
,_; a corps of scientists who, fifteen years from now, would be an important
=nsety if by that time the great povers had made a2 "hreak-through" o establish
seaceful uses on an econmic bhasia,

Ambagsador Harman sugzresied again that the United States would be well-advised
to congider disarmament for the arsa., A subsidiary benefit would be halting the
flow of Communist srms to Afriea., He said Israel intelligence reveals that
Communigt elsments in African countries are receiving arms, net direetly from the
Soviets but with the UAR as an entrepot,

The Jordan Biver Problam
ey :
Mr, Bundy asked the Ambassador how he assessed the Jordan Valley problem and
the posaibility of outside help for its solution,

Ambassador Harman reminded Mr. Bundy of the Erie Johnston mission's fellure
to achieva agreement among the several riparian states for an equitsble division
of the waters, the Plan having been agreed upon by the technicians but failing
when submitted to the Arab governments. Since them, he sald, the Deperiment of
State had agreed to a modus operandl under which it would assist separate but
parallel developwents in Isrsel and Jordan which would remain within ﬁc Mﬂ
established by the Johnston Plan,

When Mr. Bundy asked if this appreach is feasibls to the mm-, m
realization of the Johmston concept, Mr. Gasit said that the
question of Jordanian ability, from the standpoint of its relations with its
neighbors; to view with equanimity Israel's um from thu Jm m tﬁ HeAE
te

share of the water, probably starting in la K i
e

He deseribed the essence of the Plan as Iiml'l use of the m wm“ Seirei -
Jcrdan's .. QS the Tarsk, 8 S |

isbassalior Harman indieated that the d.g-.' of politisal danger sarre
Lthe start of Israel's diversion ef the river would depend sn Jordsnian circum
2t the time, There would be no explosion if Jordan by that time were ia a s%
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relatively viable position. Mr. Bundy asked if there is covert m B rFf
betveen Tsrael and Jordan on such problems and was informed that there is W ‘ﬂqﬁlm
14ttle, so little, in faet, as to amount tc "no more than telepathy®, i

r.
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/ The Ambassador deseribsd Jordan®s econopic development as important not
* only in the interests of the Jordaniemsm' welfare but besause Jordan's continued

existence is essential to the stability of the entirs area, and for that reason
degerves any infusion of strength that the iWest is abls to swpply.

Arsh Raf 1zeas

Discussion of Jordan's comtribution to the stablllity of the area led directly
to a statsment volunteered by Ambasssdor Heyman that Iarael has inter¢sted Libself
in and hse discussed with the Department Jerdsn's evonomiz development smnd the
poasibility of couwpling it with efforts to move forward with the Arab refugee

problem. He described Jordan as an excellent proving ground for sfforts ieo dis-
perge the refugees because there are no political or oiail barriers between the
refugees and the rest of the populsce. If & peol of 100,000 jobs could be

ereated in Jordan, it would draw off emough of the refugees to begin a dispersal
from the camps and the disappearance of the preblem. Mr. Bundy asked the
Ambassador 1f he believes the Arabs are any more willing than before to consider
solutions, not involving a refurn to Isreel, Ambagsador Harman replied that be
finds hope in the area's heightened interesi in economic development, which might
make things possible now that were out of the question some years ago. The whole
area 1s developmenteminded,

¥r. Gasit suggested that an intelligent development of the Yarmuk would
provids 40,000 of the 100,000 jobs mentioned by Ambassador Harman,

: i!‘tumm}mngaofammuthtﬁht,'_
tranquillity of the area is mugh to be desired, the I
3 ‘!r.M-:ummnumthemugmum%awtho He
3 mm,mmumdmmwmummm
. be approeched through the State w
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