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RWK: I think we ought
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY t° have another periodc
check on this by acientists.

el BRI Will you prod Department?

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR (INTELLIGENCE) , Dq McGB
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MRODRARDIM FOR: Special Assistant to tha President /
for National Security Affairs _
SUBJECT: Israsli Wucleer Rnergy Program /

1. Tha Xsrasli Atomic Energy Commission was established in 1952
under the Office of the Prime Minister with headquarters at Tel Aviv and
a laboratory at Rahovot. In 1955, censlusion of the U,B.-Israsli
bilateral agreement for the peacaful uses of atomic energy lad to tha
estahlislment of & research centor at Nabt Rubin (also called Hehal Soreq),
a short distauce from both Tel Aviv and Rehovot. Under the terms of this
agreement, Israsl received a ! megawett svimming pool yeactor, vhich 1ia
safegunrdad Ty U.3. procedures and cumot coatribute to a nuclear weapon
prograz sxcept &s a baslo ressarch faaility.

2. A nuclsar resctor complex is wnder ooustrustion nesr Dimona in
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The reactor is nov ounaidered to be & 2k to 26 megavatt ressarch resctor,
fusled vith natural urenium and hasvy wvater modarsted and oocled, similar
to the French EL-3 resctor and ths Indian
' tts

4. At = pover lsvel of 26 megawa

‘of plutonius per vear. '

5. Ground bresking at the Dimoms site took plmee in late 1959. On
21 December 1560, Prize Minister Ben-(korion stated that construction
vould not be completed for 3 or 4 years and the site would be opesned to
world scientists sfter commleticn. Three veaks earlier, Bergman, Chair-
nan of the Isresli ARC, had ind{oated that the reactor would go aritical
in the lattar part of 1562. The HL-
start of construation to eriticality and

struction to criticality. All told, it
could go critical in lste 1962 or
operution by mid 1963 to early 1964.
could postpone these timas.
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