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3.  OIL DENIAL IN THE MIDDLE BAST U, K. EYES ONLY
(Previous Reference: C.0.8.(56)39th Meeting, Minute 15)
J.P. (56)69(Fin

THE COMMITTEE had befores them & report by the Joint
Flanning 8taff commenting on the conclusione reached at the
recent Anglo-~American talks on oil denial in the Middle Bast
and making suggestions regarding future procedure.

MR. McDER!'OTT (Foreign CIfice) said that the approval af
the Chiefs of Btaff to the report would give the Foreign Office
the guidanece they required. He mentioned that an American
expert had visited Iran after the Anglo-American talks and
had later informed him that the United Kingdom plans for surface
denial were technically sound. He pointed out that in the
Anglo-American talks the United Kingdom would not sgree to take
over planning of oil denial measures until agreement had been
reached ol the financisl and other responsibilities.

The following polnt was mads in discussion:-

(a) That as there were numbers of United States nationals
now in Iran, and that,as American influence in
that country made it inereasingly likely that
ground denisl as opposed to destruction by nuclear
bombing could be schieved, there wes an added
reason why the Americans should accept responsibility
for oll denisl therae,

In further discussion THE COMMITTEE agreed:-

(b) That paragraph 9{a) of the report should be
emended to reasad "would" for "might" in the fourth
line.

(¢) That the British Defence Co-ordination Committee
(Middle Fast) should nominate a suitable nfficer
to sccompany the American representative
on a tour of the oil fields in Iran, the Levant
and the Persian Gulf Sheikdoms.

THE COMMITTEE:-

(1) Approved the report by the Joint Planning
Staff subject to the amendment at (b) above.

(2) Instructed the Secrstary to arrange for the
British Defence Co—ordination Committes
(Middle East) to nominate the officer at

¢c) above.



