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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover
Director b -
Federal Bureau of Investigation Class Fse
U. 8. Department of Justice Ciacesid
Washington, D. C. 20335

Attention: Joseph M. Fitzgerald, Lisison Officer
Dear Mr. Hoover:

Please refer to my letter of February 20, 1969, in connection with
the Dr. Zalman Mordecai Shapiro matter.

As your representatives were informed, AEC staff recently inter-
viewed Dr. Shapiro concerning his relationships with certain
Israeli national officials. A copy of che summary of the interview
is enclosed for your records. A copy of this summary has been
furnished to the office of the Assistant Attorney General, Internal
Security D:l.vui.an(

On the basis of the informatlion developed during this interview,
particularly Dr. Shapiro's statement that throughout his associations
with Israeli officials he haé never been asked to furnish classified
information, has never furnished, and would mot, if asked to, furnish :’-‘

such to unauthorized persons, the Coomissi § not contemplate
further action in this matter at this time
) ipcerely,
REC4? - - o
W F .
- ihdiie.:"ga 4
William T. Riley, Direftor
Division of Securit - o
Enclosure: o i ¥ 1
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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WARHING TOMN
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Mr. Richard Helms, Director
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D. C. 20505

Dear Mr. Helms:

Enclosed is summary of a recent informal interview
conducted by AEC staff and is furnished for your
information and retention.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss
the matter further, I would be happy to meet with
you.

Cordially,

s

Howard C. Brown, .
Assistant General Manager

Enclosures:
Summary and
Appendix "A"
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Iwumu INTERVIES OF ko L& ot D7 Copice, Serion
DR. ZALMAN MORDECAI SHAPIRO

On August 14, 1969, Mr. Franklin N. Parks, Office of the General Daun;:l,
and Mr. William T. Riley, Director, Division of Security, interviewed

Dr. Zalman Mordecai Shapiro in connection with the recent FBI investigation
which was conducted to determice the nature and extent of his relationship

with the Government of Israel and certain Isrzeli nationals.

It was explained to Dr. Shapiro that the Commission rouvtinely conducts re-
investigations of hkey officials to assure their continued eligibility for
access to classified information. It was noted that a reinvestization had
recently beex ecopleted on him and that certain questions had been raised
with respect to his reletionship with the Government of Isrzel and certain
Ierasli retionzl officials. Dr. Shapiro was advised that we hoped to resolve
these grnesticns during this informal -intevview., We informed Dr. Shapiro
that he occupies an imgart;nt position in the stomic energy progreém and Lhat

kis ections and associstions are, of course, a maiter of continuing sccurity

interest.

loveaber 1966 Meeting

Following these introductory ccmments, we rzised the question ;s to the cir-
cumstances of the November 1968 meeting at Shapiro's residence with a nuuber
of U.5. techaicel end scientific personnel end Avreham Hermoni, Scientific

Counselor of the Israeli Embassy. Shapiro stated he could not recall all of
the individuale who attended the meeting but he e;tima:ed some four or five

were there. He gaid that the arrangensents for the mecting were sct up by 2
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scientist from the University of Cornell, a mermber of the physics depart-

ment, whose name he could not recell (records indicate that it was
== o

Shapiro said that he received a call about the i

(U

proposed meeting from a University of Pittsburgh professor whose name he* i
i

1

could not recall {(records indicate and that he,

Shapiro, volunteered the use of his residence for the meeting simply because
it was a point of convenience, i.e. midway between Washington, D. C. and
Cornell. Shepiro could mot recall how long the meeting lasted, but he
estimated it was 1% or 2 hours. He caid that as best as he could recall

the general tone of the meeting concerned ways and means the group could be
of assistance to 1ﬂt;ﬁl in solvine some of Lts technical problems. (le
stated that some individuals contribute money, others contribute their
technical abilities.) He said that there was a general discussion of areas

in which lsrael needed assistance. These includedw

1. water contamination - He explained that most of Israel's water

supply is from deep wells and from a military point of view

eontamination of these water sources would be an effective

instrument in reducing Israel's capability to respond to
m military attack. Therefore, it was important that Israel

be able to detect even small amounts of contamination very

rap idly. (}q

2. saboteur detection devices - Shapiro noted that Israelis were

and remain under continuing threat of saboteur attack amd it
was-vital if Israel 1E_tu Funtinue to exist that technical

methods be developed to thwart saboteur type attacks. ShEPiranE%;z 1




also noted that the interest of the Israelis in infrared
detection devices was specifically discussed at this meeting
and that one of the individuals present (he could not recall
specifically whom) who had some experience in infrared detection
devices agreed to provide material which had been published

- in one of the nclentL£%F journals by Hestinéhnuse.

3. long-life pcwer sources - Shapiro noted specifically that this

is the one particular area in which he had some competence and
that he discussed in general possible ways of resolving the

long-life power source problems.

As a resvlt of this meeting, Shapiro said that he personally did not furnish
eny follow-on reports to Hermoni. He said that he did act as a source of
transnission for periodicals (these were reprints of articles on detection of
contznination of water :y;temsl which had been provided to him by a person
{h; could not recall the name) whu.attEnded the meeting. He said he gave
thea to Jervham Kafkafi, who he believes works for Hermoni. Shapiro said
that he could not understand why these reprints of published articles had

been sent to him for trensmission to Hermoni rather tham being sent directly.

Shapiro noted that much of the material discussed at the Hn;ember 1968 meeting
related to military activities and that persons more experienced in military
affzirs could probebly have provided more detailéd information. In response
to a2 question, he said he did not know why Hermoni had mot regquested infor-

mation on these topics from the U.S. military.
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According to Shapiro no other subjects were discussed at the November meeting,
nor were any of the requests made at the mutiﬁg in his view improper from a

national defense point of view.

5

Shapiro said that there have been no follow-on meetings with Hermoni or any
other Israeli nationals as a result of the November meeting. He did recall
=" -a meeting ‘in New York {presumabiy-hefare the November meeting) with the
University of Cornell scientist at which time h; discussed the apparent
lack of coordination between several committees which had been esteblished
to assist Israel. One of these is the Committee on Science Based Industry
which Shapiro said is an effort to attract scientific 1néustry to Israel
with the ultimate objective of improving Isracsli's exports. He mentioned

another committee, the Prime Minister's Economic Committee, whose principal

function he said is to obtain investment funds in the U,S5. for commitment
in Isrzel. He said that in the wview of his University of Cornell contaet, .
who was familiar with what was going on, the people who were trying to help

were going in all directions &nd that as a result very little was being

acconplished in the V.5,

Comanercial Applicatiorsof Atomic Energy

éhapirn said that he has had over a pericd of years a number of contacts inm
various foreign governments (he mentioned Germany, Japan, England, and others)
with respect to the commercial application of atomic energy. One of his
foremost customers has been Isrzel. In particular, he has commercial arrange-
ments with the ISORAD Company im which HUﬁEC and the Israeli Government are

partners, This activity began initially in an effort to preserve citrus fruit
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products. Shapiro noted that the continued supply of the Israeli orange
crop to Germany was being jeopardized by chemicals used to preserve oranges,
According to Shapiro ISORAD has been quite successful in irradiating the
potato crop but has not to this time been able to apply this technigque to
citrus fruits. According to Shapiro tffufts are being made to expend

ISORAD's irradiation process to the fields of syringeé, needles, rubber

gloves, and indigenous products of Israel.

Shapiro also noted that NIMEC entered into a contract with the Government of
I1srael to furnish a DC-AC converter. He explained that this was necessary

~ to determinz whether the WUMEC power sources (apparently a five-watt nuclear
generator) could be used in Israeli incursion detection devices. He sajid
FM=C made up & DC-AC converter and shipped it to Israel. The last he heard

the converter probably could not be used.

Contacts with Israeli Fational QOfficials

Shapiro said as a result of his commercizl interests and his visits to Israel
in connection with these interests he has met & nuwber of Isrzeli national
officials. He noted that a number of Israeli national officials had visited
his fazeility under authorization of the AEC fer the purpose of discussing
nuclear activities, particularly power sources and irradiation. He could not
recall when he first met Avraham Hermoni but he thought it was in Israel.

He was uncertain as to Herwoni's background or pr;vinus assignmente, but he
thought that Hermoni when he first met him was a professor at a University.
He noted that many Israelis have dual occupations. He said he did mot know

whether Hermoni had been associated with the Israeli Ministry of Defense.
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He eaid that when Col. Hillel Aldag, Hermnni'n'prede:csxor. was transferred
he was invited to a reception at the lsraeli Erbassy to meet Hermoni at

which time he renewed his acquaintance with him.

Ee said that his commercial interests were such that he had frequent and

eontinuin; contact with Hermoni and with Kafkafi and nther Israeli affi:iuls.

He was unnertain uhen he first met ankafi nnd eaid he knew very littie of

kis background.

Beczuse the FBI had reperted a meeting between Shapiro and Kafkafi on

June 20, 1969 at the Pittsburgh airport under what appears to be unusual

' circunstances, Shapiro was asked how many times he had seen Kafkafi recently
and what they discussed. (Kafkafi left Washington, D. C. by air early on
June 20, wss met by Shapiro at the Pittsburgh airpert, spent an hour in
conversetion with Shapiro, '2nd then returned directly to Washington, D. C.)
Shapiro said that he had seen Kafkafi about a half dozen times. When asked
the last time, he szid probably May. He then said that he saw Kzfkafi before
he, Kafkafi, went to lsrael and also saw him when he returned. However, he
did net volunteer to disclose the fact that he met Kafkafi at the airport in
Pittsburgh on June 20 until pressed. He then said he was concerned about the
payment of a delinquent Bill that the Government of Israel owed, end that he
had discussed this with Hermoni and Kefkafi by te}ephone and sent Kaflzfi
cepies of the invoice before Kafkafi's trip to Is;ael. With respect to the
meeting at the Pittsburgh airport, he said Kafkafi had suggested that he

come to Washington, D. C., but that he, Shapiro, had sﬁggestnd Rafkafi visit
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him in Pitteburgh; they met at the airport and Kefkafi returned to
Washington, D. €. shortly thereafter, +ﬁncnr&1u.g to Shapiro this meeting
involved the question of his unpaid bill; gave him an opportunity to get

a definitive reply regarding a power supply unit end whether or not it
could be adapted to the Israeli incursion detection device; and to discuss

T difficulties they had been encountering in the potato irradiatiom project.
(See Appendix "A")

Shapiro said he recognizes that he hns-numeruuslnnd frequent contacte with
Israeli foreign nationals both in this country and in Israel. He said,
however, that he clearly recognizes his ubligﬁtinn not to discuss classified
activities with unauthorized personnel and that throughout his essociations
with Isrzeli offieials he has never been asked to furnish classified infor-
mation, he has never furniched, and he would rpot, if asked to, furnish such
to unavthorized persons. He pointed out the only classified work WUMEC has
had is in producing Navy fuel and EE has had no Ravy fuel work for yeers,

He said he had had no occasion to read classified documeats for years and
that he had not been in the weapons program. He said thet NIMEC several
years ago had done a small hardening job for Livermore, but that was the
extent of the weapons work done by NUMEC end that it was very specialiQE$
and not systems type work. Shapiro said that he is proud of the contribution
he and WUMEC have made to the stomic energy program; that he hzs tried to

operate the company as required by Commiesion regulations; that he has

cooperated with other Government uificials,—
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Shepiro expressed the concern that bis :;mpnny as 8 result of process losses
of materials in 1965 had been blackballed and that recently NUMEC had been

denied a contract in the safeguards area that it had expected te receive.

He expressed the view that the purpose of this meeting was in fact related
to the losses of material at NUMEC in 1965
*

AR AR R A s 1o 5 SO N RN T

— He felt tbat information had been leaked to the
press which resulted in "asinine" articles in the Wall Street Journal and
the New York Times pertaining to the losses of material and speculation on
the whereabouts of the material. He felt that these articles injured the
reputation of his company. We explained to Dr. Shapiro that imnsofar as the
losses of material at the NUMEC plant were concerned, the Commission had
ceonducted ;.cnmplete investigation and that this matter was closed. We
pointed out that we bad mot brought uvp the issue of the losses of material
and that this interview was not in fact caused by the previous matarial

losses at NUMEC.

We advised Dr. Shapiro that we would report the results of our discussion to
the Commission nmoting specifically that be, Dr. Shapiro, bhad stated that in
all his contacts with Israeli officilals he h;d never been asked to furnish
classified informstion, had mever furnished classified information, and would

not, if asked to, furnish classified information to unauthdrized persons.

ol i i




Intervievers' Impressions

Dr. Shapire appeared to be calm throughout the entire interview except

when pressed for the details of his meeting with Kafkefi on June 20 at the
Pittsburgh airport. Only vhen confronted with th; £a€£ that we were aware

of the meeting did he admit such & meeting Hﬁd taken place and his explanation

that the purpose of the meeting had been to discuss payment of a bill and

o —

other commercial matters did not appear to be completely candid. Similarly,
Dr. Shapiro could not recall details or names of individuals present at the
Hovember 3, 1968, meeting at his residence; npd the interviewers feel that

in this respect he was less than candid in describing the ecircumstances of
this mceting. However, his discussion of the subjects covered at the meeting
was consistent with other reports of the meeting. PFis statement thet he

has never been requested te furnish classified information, has never furnished
classified information, and would not, if asked to, furnmish classified infor-
mation to unauthorized personnel wa; made in the specific context of his

associations with Isrzeli officials; was made openly end with forcefulness;

and with his full understanding that he wovld be quoted on this point to the

Cormission.
l.-;-'l L_'; :) .f‘r.'.- / ) s
'_/:r..---""c' F - % b | "‘i-' f
Franklin N. Parks Williem T. Riley, Dirtctor
Office of the General .Division of Securit
Counsel
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APPENDIX "A"

Summary of Conversation Between William T. Riley, Franklin H. Parks,
and Dr. Zalman Mordecai Shapiro on August 26, 1969
On August 26, 1969, Dr. Zalman Mordecal Shapiro was contacted in specific
reference to the information he bad provided dﬁrin@ the course of the
1nter3£ew on August 1&,.1969* concerning the circumstances of his meeting

at the Pittsburgh airport on June 20, 1969, with Jeruham Kafkafi.

Dr. Shapiro was informed that in reviewing our notes of the August 14, 1969
meeting we understood him to say that the June 20th meeting Invnivtd dis-
cussion of an unpaid bill owed to his firm by the Israeli Government; gave
him an oppertunity to get a definitive reply on the suitability of a power
supply unit; and an opportunity to discuss difficulties that had been

encountered in the potato irradiation project.

. We told Dr. Shapiro thzt on review, mone of these items appeared to be of

such significance as to warrant a trip to Pittsburgh by Kafkafi and
inquired as to whether bhe wished to supplement the information be had
provided us enrlier.. Dr. Shapiro said that while there had been some
casuzl discussion of the Israeli political situation {faé exemple, thexe
wag some speculation as to who would be the next Prime Minister) and the
economic situation as well as some discussion of the policies of Israel's
neighbors, the meeting had concerned the items that he had discussed with
us earlier. He said that the unbaid bill bad been delinquent for quite

some time and was in the neighborhood of $32,000, end that he personally

Triz peiwesial conteing imfermaiin nffesipy the
natlaig! delonsy of che United Zeaniz withide o
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attached great significence to the payment of the bill and that botb
Kafkafi and Hermonl were aware of bis concern. He said that as & result
of the visit to Pittsburgh by Kafkafi, the account was settled shortly

thereafter.
¥

-Dr. Shapiro also said that Kafkafi wanted to assure him that he had done
everything bhe could with respect to paymsﬂé of the bill. In addition,
Fafkafi wanted to discuss some problems with respect to the irrndﬁgfur and
Dr. Shapiro said he wanted to discuss the irradiator also because he was

concerned about its return.

Beyoné the above, Dr. Shapiro stated that he had nothing further to add in

respect to the meeting at the Pittsburgh airport.

s B

...hﬁ.h-q-:--l'l
Franklin ¥. Parks William T. Riley, Tector
Office of the General Divigion of Secur

Counsel





