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| Gederal Office Coliciic o by ‘8an PFrancisco, Calif,

. J. W, GREENSLADE June 11, 1942
: Mm. Twelfth Naval District

Clfronoale Add.ul R. P, MeCULLOUGH, District Intelligence Officer v
: - Captain W, K. KILPAI'RICK Chief-of-Staff, Western Sea h‘onticr

~ Captain W. B, PHILLIPS, Ounlndiugotﬁcor, USS BARNETT =
Commander M. T. SELM Exscutive Officer, USS LEXINGTON
Commmder H. S. DUGKW(R‘!‘H Alr Offioor USS LEXINGTON ;
Lisutenant gu; Pred Ce mm c_xnicntim Watch Officor ~
Lieutenant (Jg Dmhl mxcw Communications Otficor, USS BARM

.LW

’ I have been ordmd by the cmm.r-m-chm to go further hto tho
circumstances comnected with a matter I think you are all familiar

. with, and I have here a letter which-was prepared by Captain PHILLIPS
‘ . at my direstion concerning further detalls of this matter. Have you
| - anything, Captain PHILLIPS, to add to this letter of June 9, 19427
“PHILLIPS:  No sir, ,

You don't think of anything else? T
No sir, that contains tho wholo story. e

And this letter relates on the authority of Lieutenant BOITECOU,
mmications Officer of the BARNEIT, that Commander SELIGMAN stated on
the BARNEIT that he had been authorized on the USS LEXINGTON to show.
all seorst messages and letters to a Mr. JOHNSON; that he had over-

heard this statement in a general conversation which was being con-
ducted. I will now read this ltttor = = (contents of letter read to |
the officers by the Commandant ) . , e

There h a lot to remember in there, Admiral. In the first place, the
conversation to which BONTECOU refers is entirely a misunderstanding.
I naturally would have no authority whatsoever to show Mr, JOHNSON or
else any secret matterj and in the second place, the Communi-
cations Watch Officers on the USS LEXINGTON did not take their orders
from me, they took their orders from the Admiral, and I did - was,
however, somewhat concermed. Mr. JOHNSON had been with us since the
15¢h of Apru on the order of the Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific
Fleet and he was escorted sboard with the proper credentials., He un-
doubtedly -~ here's what - I belleve I discussed with BONTECOU - I am
not positive - concerning JOHNSON, who was an extremsly observant
person. -He had been on the ship through a series of battles, being
here and there, on the bridge aseing signals passed back and forth, and
I was concerned as to what was going to become of any information & .
that he might havé in his possession, although we had no instructions
as to what to do when we arrived in port. Now Mr., BONTECOU completely
misunderstood me as to my saying that I had any sush authority. Even
if I had said so, it would have been ridiculous. Now the next point -
there was another point there, Admiral - I didn't arrive on the BARNEIT
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SELIGMAN?
N , Commandants

SELIGMAN:

Commandant:
A
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Commandant:

SELIGMANS
: time, I was on the ASTORIA. Commander DUCKWORTH made the arrange-

- HREC R

Didn't you say that the Captain t.old you whom you could -

Gomndant: ‘

‘Diftorom. things that may have occurred to you in t.h:l- conmuan, and
\fthonn\d.nauwhimtonakbhiantatmt.} o \

- standing gun watches, and an officer below decks on watch, and also in

_ No sir, Commander DUCKVORTH had @ room on the other side of the ship

(continuing) until after everybody else had been there for some little

nntn, andIthinkhoniuboarnoouv.axthil-homdommpmh

Itudnothingtodo-

No, we didn't atart. this watch uatil after we gat. undor ny

Just a moment. Supposo you go on, Cmndor, !d.th vlut you havo to uv,
and then we wul ask Commander DUCKWCORTH. :

Well, I remember dilcnuing the lut.tor of - S -

I ‘remember discussing the matter of despatches with the captun and
we were assisting the ship in every way we could, We inodiutcly of-
fered to assist the ship in any way possible en route. Ve had officers

ths coding room. May I ask what the next point was thm, sir - 1t.
was pretty involved? , B

You and Commander DUCKVORTH ococupied a room with Mr. JORIISON - on tho
BARNETT?

with several other officers and Mr. JOHNSON - sort of an aloove - then
there was an intervening small room with a table in it, and on the
other side of that there was a private room where I was.

This was all one suite. ‘ ' o ' e

I might add there, sir ~ I would like to add there, Admiral, one point
that may not be clear., Neither myself nor any other otﬁma aasumed
responsibility for any matter in the ship. We loaned officers to the
ship, but we certainly didn't attempt to assume any of the prerogatives
of the Cormanding Officer, or in the way things were carried out, in
handling the ship or in the way things were carried out.

Do you recall the particular despatoh which is in question here?
I have had one very slight glance at that despatch, and the little I
saw of 1t ~ I do not remember seeing it. I may have seen it, but I do:
not remember it specifically. The despatches I have read I always put
my initials on. I didn't read all the despatches because there was
only a few that I was interested in - that is, those thnt were brought
to me. "

Did you discuss with Mr. JOHNSON any method or means by which m-mgic
ipformation had, or could be obtained?

= 2
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Did you have in your possession a copy of the secret roport of the Com-

- manding Officer of the LEXINGTON regarding the loss of the ship? :
I certainly did, sir. The Captain of the LEXINGTON instructed me .
while we were on the ASTORIA, and again sent for me while he was on the
YORKTOWN, and I was handed a copy of the report - this report was
given tc me on the ASTORIA. He sald, "I want you to read that over,
Koop dt. Collect all of the data t.hat you can .obtain from all of the
poezle on the ship. Let me have the reports of all of the other heads

of dcpnrt.mnta and every particle of information you can get en route
back.” And we worked, as a matter of fact - most of the time we were
working up these reports on the way home. We saved the war diary and
the Quartermaster's log book., An accurate track chart was a very valu-.
able thing. We had to make one out, and I made that accurate track
chart out from the war diary and the log book and turned it over to
Captain SHERMAN on owr arrival. This, of course, was all on - I wan&:“ '
it thoroughly understood - on Oaptain SHERMAN's arders to me.

VWas Mr. JOHNSON psrmitted to see thia report and a tracing of the Goral
Sea battle?

~ No sir, not to my knowledge. There were two officers working on that
report, and unless somebody had all the facts in their possession and
sat down and studied it, it wouldn't have done them sny good in any
case, However, Mr. JOHHSO!I had all of the information relative to the
Coral Sea battlo, in fact, some of the information that we didn't have -
the Coral Sea battle and two other engagements which were handed me on
the LEXINCTON. They were handed to the Admiral with a view to letting ,' :
the atory be roloased at some future time. L

That was the Admiral and not the Captain? ,
Insofar as I know, that was the Admiral. I don't know anything about
that particular thing, becaus® it was none of my business. There were
some other minor points in that letter, Admiral -~ there might be a
slight misunderstanding there. I don't remember just what they were.
The implication in the letter is that I assumed responsibliity for com-
munications on the BARNETT, which I did not do, and that I had author-
ity to show messages to Hr. JOHNSON, but I want it very clearly brought
up by the Commnications Watch Ofﬂcar that these messages were never
shown to Mr. JOHNSON, and the Commnications Vatch Officers carried out
the sams orders they had carried out on the LEXINGTON, plus the orders
they received from the Commnications Officer of the BARMETT, presum-
ably from the Captain, The Captain had his own mnmctiona - showed
how he wanted messages hundled, and the persons that could see them.

I remember it distinctly, discuas.’mg it with the Captain that certain
of the heads of the departments had messages with the LEXINGTON, espec—
ially where they concerned them, and I think DUCKWORTH may be able to
tell you more about that than I can. ,

Have you anything more you would like to add, Commander? : :
¥hile I can't think of anything just this second, sir, I am very anx-
ious to clear this thing up, and anything we can do we want to do.
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Commandant: Then we will ask Commander DUCKWORTH if he will discuss uv‘thing -
points concerning these circumstances.

DUCKVORTH: = I haven't anything expept to repeat and to ri-cuphauiu nvoral of t.ho
. points that Commander SELIGMAN has brought out, mainly that Mr. JOHNSON

had absolutely no access to any confidential or‘ secret messages of any
kind at any time during his entire stay on the LEXINGTON or BARNEIT.
He was a smart man or he wouldn't have been at his job. He had had
previous naval training as a Signalman and code reading. He could read °
any messages that were flashed back and forth from the various ships,

~ served as a gunner in the Australian Army during the last war, He is
a native Australian naturalised American citisen. He had worked in
the New Guinea area for a matter of fouwr or five years with the gold
mining interests there, and was very intimate with the natives, their
customs, the islands, and he knew the Coral Sea area as well as any
civilian could posaibly know 1t, and the fact that he had any details
concerning the battle of the Coral Sea is to be recognized becsuse it -
was his own backyard. He knew the place. He knew mare about the
islands than we did with the charts we had available. He was, as X

~ say, very observant and undoubtedly collected an awful lot of informa-
tion as far as the Coral Sea battle is concerned. At no time did he .
ever demonstrate on the BARNETT or indicate that he was interested par-

" ticularly in anything that was going on at the time in the Pacifio, '
other than his general interest. There were very few of us who knew
much about what was golng on. Captain PHILLIPS called Commander
SELIGMAN and I to his cabin one morning - the exact date I can't tell
you, and I will have to get despatches and messages and find out the
exact date ~ and showed us in red a desputch very similar to the one
in questions in which he outlined the Pacific - the movements of the

- Japanese forces in the Pacific - and said that this information he
considered too vital to be let spread around the ship in any manner
whatsoever, and proposed to burn it up after we had read it. He said,
"I am going to burn this up." Now as to my recollection as to sver
seeing the despatch in question, I got a glance at it yesterday after-
noon. I read it once and it was removed from my hands, and I have no
means of -~ my recollection is that it contained a lot more detailed
information concerning any Japanese - of the Japanese in the Pacific
Ocean, I personally doubt whether the message in question was ever
routed to any officer on the BARNETT - I mean any LEXINGTON officor on

the BARNETT.

Wa are just trying to get at the truth. DUCKWOHTH, you were the Air
Officer, so that you have nothing to do with deaspatches and nothing
except - ~ . Suppose we have PHILLIPS make that statement right now
with reference to the handling of this message referred to. Captain
PHILLIPS, will you relate the circumstances and also axwthing that may
bear on this subject as to the handling of messages.

The message referred to just previously by Commander wcchmn was an
AIDAC message, which gave - which, as I recall, gave the disposition
of the United States forces in the Midway area and which I showed to
Commander SELIGMAN, DUCKWORTH, and the Executive Officer of the BARNETT
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~ be dociphered. |

Ve were diacusaing, sir, the quution of having four carrierl 1n this

“after showing them to these officers. Those are not the messages which

, Nmr this message which is under investigation, Captain PHILLIPS, what
 was its nature, and should it have been deciphered by your commnica- -

‘thia time?

(continuing) and then destroyed it m.elf' immediately thereafter. The
AIDAC was in force at that time, and I cmsiderod it wrong for it to '

It ahould not han been docipherod on tbc ship? e o
Yes, it should not have been deciphered on the ship. ‘rhi.lwal not the
message referred to in t.ho investigation. i :

force and three battleships. My understandjng is that thom were Jap
cu'riers in that massagc ’ mron't thero? oL

Messages in the moming about our forces - well, I don't recall the | 4
contents of the messages except they were two AIDAC messages deciphered

are under the subject of investigation.‘ I happen to know dofinitely

tions group? s
It was addressed to - I have the mssage and the officers who initialed ,

it in my pocket. Now how it was saved out of the wreck I wouldn't
know, but I have the message hero. Do you wish me to present it at

Yes. : o
See, it was addrossed to All Task Force Commanders, but, following the L

usual custom in the Fleet the addressees on these messages of great K
interest to the whole Fleet apparently are not considared That is the = |
cammon pra.ctico throughout - it has been common - - e

It has been the common praetlco to break such muagea down for the in-
formation of the Commanding Officer?

For the Commanding Officer and such officers as he feels fit to see
them. Of course, you understand, Admiral, I probably couldn't substan-
tiate that. I just know from going from ahip to ship -~ we spoke of
things that we both know, and the only way you could get it was to R
break it down to message. That had six initials on it - that is, Com- :
mander DUCKWORTH's, and I took the other to be JUNKER, and the other
one down in the corner, I don't know whose that is.

.H.‘l‘. - do’ you Kknow who that 18?7
I might rocognize it, sir - maybe it is Mr. TERRY'a aignaturt.

There appcara here - there Captnin PHILLIP's initials, Commander DUCh- 1
WGRTH'B, and Commander SELIGMAN, and Commander JUNKER - . Do

I can explain this - I ~ that is, my signature here.. I signed because .
I showed it to the Communications Officer and the Radio Officer, and
when they saw a message I signed for t.hem, and the Communications Of-

ficer was sick at. the time,
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Yell, I can say this, sir, that I recall going to the Captain on the
bridge a day or so foilowing our conversation and he indicated to
DUCKMORTH and myself that there was somsthing going up to Midway and
 something going to Alaska or Dutch Harbor, and I recall going - prob-
ably the Captain will recall this - I said, "Have you heard any dope
lately about how the Midway show is going on"" and he said, "No, the
stuff is not coming over in any code we have", which I took he meant
* either in this jeep code or this AIDAC code. Thoroforo, we were at a
 loss for information, Now the battle of the Coral Sea was discussed
with Mr, JOHNSON, and I might add there that I think what DUCK¥ORTH
was trying to bring out, sir, is that JOHNSON is a very highly trained .
observer. He has been & war corrupondmt for some years. He has '
been on shipl before - I think ho nid ﬁ’t“hnd two sunk on him - British
ships, : ‘

DUCK_YSQI‘I‘Hi - He was in the Crete campaign, sunk in Cr‘oto.

SELIGMAN  He was in t.ho Crete campaign, ho was in the Libyan: oampaim, and, of
L _ ~course, came to the LEXINGTON with the highest kind of recommendations
right from the CinC. However, that wouldn't have led us to give him ‘
any secret message. Vhat I was concerned about - I wanted to empha-
size about what was going to be done to see to it that none of the
stuff that he had might be of a nature that they wouldn't want anyone [
to have, and we had no authority to detain him or anything of the sort.
He was a free agent. I did, however, arrange for him to meet the Pub-
lic Relations Officer of the Eleventh Naval District and they chatted
and he left his articles in their office, and the Comuandant arranged
for a plane to fly them East. Apparently this thing is something en- '
tirely different, and I never had the impression that he was very much
. interested in the Midway affair. He was working day and night on his = L°
articles on the Coral Sea. He had enough to write three books of them. B

I might add there that my Communications Officer said that for some
reagon or other he didn't like thé man from the beginning when he saw
him. He was rather suspicious of ‘him, and he personally took him by
the hand and led him up to the Inspectors and the Immigration officials
in San Diego, so as to be sure there was no slip about their seeing and -
examining the one civilian on board. - ,

'PHILLIPS:

That is at the Destroyer Base.

C PHILLIPS:  That was st the Destroyer Base, San Diego.

- 8T LIGMAN: 0Of course they wouldn't have examined his papers.
Commandant: It isn't Val question here quite‘ éo. much of what he knew or could reveal
of our operations, it is a question of his developing in this article

- the iualtion is how we got information of the eneay. :

DUCKLORTH:  Well, Admiral, I brought out these points about JOHNSON nninly because
‘ Captain PHILLIPSY or his statements thers, speak of the access that

|
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DUCKWORTH:  (continuing) JOHNSON had to the events and the facts conccrnihg the
‘ Coral Sea battle. I mean, I am just trying to clarify the situation
inaofu' as Mr. JG!NSGI 13 concerned, and ourselves alao. « :

Commandant: So tho quntlom that I ask you, Cauunndor SELIG!AN do not concern
: . 80 much the discussion of information as to our own Fleet's movements,
etc,., but it hinged around questions of what information was obtainable
conserning the "Orange" Fleet and how that -~ I think we all know is one
of the t.hings that should never be discussed in our uorvico. : '

PHIILIPS: I don't see how, Admiral t.ha'c could have been brought up by any officcro B

Commendant: Have you read this artiele’ o S
A . No sir. Lo ) s
Q - S° th&t you have no knowledge of anything on t.hat - when that migm -

o SELIGHAN: ' No sir, we have boon wracking our brains to discover - '
‘Commandant: Nor have you?
DUCKWORTH:  No sir.

SELIGMAN: I think you can readily understand even if a person were very much more'
familiar with the Japanese Fleet than we are, I couldn't read that des-
patch through and repeat it. My memory isn't that good. ;

- It is a despatch. It begins wit.h an eatimat.o - nat.urauy the C ndex-.. 5
R m-Chiof is going to make - omna} \‘

None of us has seen that. article, sir,

I talked to Admiral WILSON over the telsphone yest.orday morning and he
sald that the article he considered probably contained a verbatim copy
of this despatch, and I want you to try and find out where JOHNSON got -
a verbatim copy of the despatch, That is, before we had orders from
you to come up here. There is one other point I would like to make with
regard to the confidence in which Admiral FITCH and Admiral SHERMAN
held Mr. JOHNSON. Admiral SHERMAN made a very fine recommendatien to
the Secretary of the Navy that he should be awarded a Navy Cross or
such other award as the Secretary considered appropriate. I can't
quote the exact words - on account of his heroic conduct, etc., in
action, and Admiral ‘uILoON had that letter yut.erday. :

Commandant: I think I will just ask you to relate anything that you hiie of ybui‘ =
‘ own knowledge that may be helpful in clcaring these questions that we = |
have been discussing. ~

IREWERE The communications are run the same as we run them on our own ships
without any changes. There are a couple of polnts in regard to com-
munications that might not bo porfectly clear unless you have been out
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PHILLIPS:

BRFVER:

PHILLIPS:

 Commandants

- for, because you never know when you will find an addressee in the

 munications security, and I feel that they are very, very dependable

" that no despatch information or no despatch alone was ever observed or

"~ they routed the sams as myself. VYhen they had the watch they did

did due to the fact that the officers concerned would ask me if there

~and I can say truthfully that I have never ssen a message or a message

ficers! who were reading it.

~ No sir, I never talked to the man myself - never. I saw him about %)

(continuing) on an oporating ship recently. That is, in regard to
the messages that you decode. It has been the practice on our force
and all ships in our force to decode everything that you had a systea

text. - Consequently, we decoded everything that we had a syltom for.
Those of no interest are destroyed. Thoso of some interest are routed.
And all my junior officers under me - I was Communications Watch Of-
ficer - along with the rest of the men under the Commnications Officer
~ and they have had specific orders time and time again regarding com-

men. In fact, I have contacted all but one and I am sure of the fact
ever ‘allowad to be out of elther their hands while they were routing
it, or the officer who was reading that message. That has been adhered
to completely, and in the routing - in regard to the point of routing - :
routing, if there was any routing to do. I did possibly more than they ,

was anything to be routed. I would go up to look and I would find it ;
and route it to - consequently I did more routing than anybody else,

file that was out of either my hands when I was routing, or vtho of-
Were you aware that Mr. JOHNSON had knowledge of t.hoso dupntchu re-~

ferred to?
No sir, I am not,

Not in ordinary conversation or in any other unofﬁcial wm

ship firat one place and then another, but I never did say anything to |
him. : ’

I might bay, it looks 1like he deliberately kept away from the Communi-
cations personnel who handles these messages.

They were always in the officer's hands who was reading them or in my
own hands during the routing, and when we had them in our possession
the officer who was routing them « the covers were oioud of thc des-
patches.

May I make a little observation on this - I dm‘t think we ought to »
start trying to see if he did see it; however, I would nko the matter
cleaned up as far as I am concerned. _

In this article Hr. JOHNSON, if this was written by him - it. is not
signed - states that details were released by reliable sources in the
Naval Intelligence. In other places he states the responsibility for
his information is described by the same source wherein he reveals that
he obtained this knowledge from some Naval source. l.ooking at the
despatch and a newspaper article, there can be no question, I think,
in anybody's mind that the information he published was obtained from
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- is hun't been revealed as yet.

KILPATRICK:
~ Then I talked to Adliral KILSON yesterday mrni.ng he told me that -

’, JOHNSON might have had access to this despatch or to a version of it.

(continuing) a copy ot this despatch, as the mmber, the uquonco, ‘
the names - there can be no question as to that. ¥hat the Iuy;l source

on:[ unda out a li:t of the organiutim of the Japanuo t.uk forcu.
He possibly had seen one of these. We get those aboard ship, you lmow,
every month. o . '

No sir, t.hat .’Ll ontiroly different} that wouldn't havo helpcd hil in

this case because what ONI sent out was the organisation of the Fleet

and the normal task forcos. It hn never been iuund excopt in that
one despatch. o ' o _

I am going to ask you in muuion a quoetion which I was about. t.o
ask anyway - to state any circumstances within your knowledge which .
might indicate the possibility or the probability that at any time Mr.

Captain PHILLIPS?

Not to my knowledge, no sir. | k&

Commander, I have been wracking my brain, sir, to try to figure out.
how he might have gotten access to it. Tho auit.o - more or .Len -
which we were living there was a bunk in each corner of one room, a
little desk there where JOHNSON worked and has his typewriter. There
was a table outside where -~ that we used for the officers and one thing
and another, the Communications Watch Officers very often brought the -
messages right in to us at this table and we would read the despatches '
and hmd thea back to the Communications Watch Officer,

mm ‘has assured me that he never saw anybody copy a dnpatch, and I
can't imagine anybody doing it, but it is perfectly possibie that some-
body was atanding there and ude soms notes from memory about that des-
patch and loft them carelessly lying around. I am merely theorizing.

I have no knawl‘dgo of it, but that is a possibility. It would a.lao,
under certain conditions - with the chronic conditions under which we
were living - the number of people in the room, etc. - it might have
been possible for the Yatch Officer's attention to be diverted, our
attention also diverted - people were about reading the despatch ~ and
somebody look over your shoulder and read the despatch. Of course,
naturally you would not permit it if you knew about it. Now there 1is
only one other possibility that I can think of. I have seen occasions
in the file when it got pretty thick where a despatdh or two would come
loose. They would have to be stuck back in, I don't know what the
Watch Officer did about them. BREVER can answer that cusstion. But
there is one other thing that occurred to me: How come this particular
despatch was saved out of that file and no other? - ]
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Commandant: |

DUCKV'ORTH:
Comandmta

, Commd anti
- BONTECOQU:

" No -1:» the reasom for 1t., Adwiral, was that the Commnications of-
. ficer had it in his safe and hadn't burned it. That was the last few:

~with which this was, and he probably just put it off onrnight. He had
‘started digging for the message when this matter came up and he did not 8

~ Can you tell me what orficer dolivmd t.hin maugo to those who 1n—

‘Admiral, tm&u on this despatch is the 3lst, isn't that ccrrtct,

Ve got in on Tussday, the 2nd.

. &8s I usually did, as I was going around the quarterdeck to the next

~ sages to him once a day and sometimes twice a day - the whols file -

The probable answer to that is that it was of the grutclt. pouibl.
m.rut. '

days that we decoded it and he had, oh, about & half a dosen or more -
it in his safe, but that was in a secure safe. That is how we had
destroy the last fow megsages we had docodcd

......

itialed it? -
I stated in my report, Adni.nl tha Communications Officer uhowod it to

xyaelf, the Security Officer ot the BARNETT, and he in turn gave it to
Lioutcmnt BREWER, and he showed it to the duimtOd LEXINGTON of-
ticor-. That. h also borne out by what Lieutenant BREVER uid

sir?

Yu. '

Can you account for this dupntch Mr. BREWER, dur:l.ng the entire poriod :

that it was in yowr possession?
Yes sir, I believe I can account for it. It was routed to Cosmander
SELIGI(AN in his cabin, and Lisutenant Commander JUNKER -~ they were in
& cabin on the other side of the ship, on the quarterdeck. I did this

senior officer, and then I routed it to Lieutenant DAVIS in the ward-
room, sitting in a large chair - Lieutenant DAVIS, Assistant Communica- -
tions Officer - he took over the Commmications om.c. after Mr. TERRY
got sick, although Mr. TERRY still required - he was in bed in his
cabin ~ and after the routing was completed it was returned. It was
returned to the COM Office in all cases. Incidentally, it wam't
routed alone ~ it was routed with the rest of the file. Usually we

didn't take it down only a couplo of timu a day and it piled up to be
half a dozen of such muaagu.

Vould it be out of your sight at any time dnring your routing?
No sir, I am suwre that the message was in my poucu:lon or tho other
officers who were reading it. _

Then it wouldn't be left with him? -
No sir, I always stand by, sir. I believe esach officer in - mry of-

ficer to whom I have routed messages personally will bear me ont in
that statenent.

Did you handle this message, Lieutenant BONTECOU? ‘
Yea air, on the ship. I took it to the Captain. I used to take mes-
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kup the file for about ten or t.nnty minutes and send for me.
But 1t. mebacktoyou rronthe penminnch cuotowhomyw de-

ficers - responsible officers. It was brought up a little while age

~ other wards, with this despatch they would draw figures on the bottom’

' or heard of any officer copying it on another pieco of paper,

Mo, sir, the only time I ever met him - the ship - the BARNETT's Gun~

(continuing) I would leave it with him and he would send an orderly
after me when he was through with it, orhomldt.ellxntohko it
bwk to t.ho Socm-ity Officer or the Rndio Sentry.

And during the um you. hud it, was it. at any time out of Four sight? _
Yes, it was. I don't know - oh sonetimes he would call me in there
with him as hs read them, and other times he would Just take it and

livered it? :
Yes 8ir, the Captain dqlivorqd 11'. to me pornonally Twice hc gave it
to the E:ucutivo Officer of the ship, who delivered it to me personally.

I don't know of any time it was out of the hands of commissioned of- =

about people copying these despatches. Now, I have seen times when
they have made notes fram a despatch on the same sheet of paper. In

of the page, but I have never seen any officer or heard of any officcr

Ne had this method to prevent that - no copieu boing made on t.ho
BARNETT. In the past, flag officers have made copies of these mes- =
sages, but we got away from that entirely and I adopted this method of .
putting the tape on paper to prevent that. : ‘ :

No one on the ship had any reason to preserve nny coples of the mes-
sage as we were merely t.rying to keep ourselves up to date more or
less. )

We were a little concerned because we were not 80 far removed from the 1 - F
striking force that might come down south,

Did you ever see, Mr. BONTECOU, Mr. JOHNSON mking notes or copying -
any message of this description? e

nery Officer brought him up to my room one day and the BARNETT Gunnery
Officer asked if I could furnish him with an old chart of, I think
it was the South Pacific. As I was Navigator of the ship, I went and -
got it for him and he looked around and talked for a little while. :
That was the only time I ever talked with him except in the Wardroom -
he was with tho Wardroom Officer of the ship. )

Did you ever see him making notes from a despatch ot this d.acription?
No, sir, I haven't. In the room he was usually at a typewriter. Some-

times ho was working there with the men but he walkk not near the dea-
patches so it was at his work bench that I would see him. That is the

only place where I would see him.

Captain PHII.LIPS, was there a chart prepared on the ahip -4ndicating t.h- ‘
dispositions or any dispositions in the Midway Area? ;
No sir, not to ny knowledge; it wasn't prepared in my cabin.

= = U
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Commandant:

SELIGMAN:

Cormandant

PHILLIPS:

' MoCULLOUGH:

3SELIGMAN3

BONTECOU:

SELIGMAN:

Commandants "I am refnrring only to t.ho inromtion ‘concerning t.ht nt-up

~that might have a bearing on this case. I don't rommbor seeing any-

-Did you, Conmander DUCK“’ORTH see any such chart at any tint?
of tho U 8. or enemy ships in the Midway Area.

“mitted w such =

~ . he did. There is one thing I would like to bring out, sir, that after

| ’ }Copmndnnu

Do you know or any such thing Commander SEI. mwa?
No, sir, I know of course of the track chart that we made o! the COuJ.
Sea. battlo. This particular show -

No, a:lr, thero was a chart where we put the dn:lly position of th- .hip
Just as a matter of interest. I don't recall anything else on that chart

thing on there,

@& e

That is your own nhip onlﬂ

Wo kept track of our own ship, but. I don't rcxnembor lnything else on
that chart, but people used to go look at the chart quite frequently.
We were l.ll anxious to get home. There might have bun oenething else
on t.ho'-o, but I Ju-t don't recall it,

No, sir, there was no such chlrt. in our possessi n lhowing the podtion
Wait a minuto, Admiral, Had it come to my notice, I wouldn'tjhan per-

Did JOHNSON, in talking to you informally, ever discuss this torco, I
mean did he in the course of conversation ever make a surmise on that,
that you recall? ; .

I don't remember specifically, Admiral, but I wouldn't be aurp?iud ir

the adventures we had out there over a considerable period, we were all |
in very much of a mental turmoil and as it was we wers loaded with a
terrific amount of work that we wanted to get accomplished before we
arrived there.  Some of us were not particularly well, and in fact I
was supposed to go to the hospital today, and the roeollootion of ‘
specific instances is rather difficult to bring back. We were sort of -
I was in sort of a state of gonfusion and thousands of people a day
asking me questions about this and that and the other things and I
wouldn't be able to remember a conversation to save my life. Naturally
the war was discussed. It couldn't help being discussed, but I don't
remember any discussion of this particular set-up.

Sir, the Executive Officer told me that the entire LEXINGTON personnel
had been under sort of a strain as they were all a little - '

We were all very much under a strain which is oxily natural.
(The officers were requested by Admiral GREENSLADE to retire to another
room for a short period, and were later recalled for individual question-
ing as follom)

Mr, BREWER, I want to impress upon you that I can't conceive of any-
thing more important to the security and to the security of our whole

elie
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‘Kaval ottort than tho solution ot this po.rtiouhr problem, Ion
stated that during the circulation of t.hia message it m not out
of your sight or possession,

n'n-\t is correct, eir, to the best of ay knovledgu ~

You nhtod that you initialled 1t for two other otficcrs?
That is correct. I do that quite often. 1 want to make sure that
they have seen it, Lieut. DAVIS, our Radio Operator, and Lieut. Com-
mander TERRY, as I stated before who was sick - he was in bed at the
“time, I find that they had seen the message signed for them with
their permission, I Qlwaya asked the officer, "do you want me to
slgn for you?" o A L

Did you read it t.o t.hcm?
’ ‘I‘hny read it for thensolns’. sir.

To your knowledge, was this muugo read aloud by anyom? - :

I don't believe so, there may have been discussions in. ‘4he room, As

4t was read I always stood over near the door out of th way, but I
den't mcmbor really whether it was discussed or mt. G ;‘ ; _

Do you recall who was in the room at the time this message was dolivered’
I couldn't say certainly all who were in the room. I delivered it to
Commander SELIGMAN, It was in his possession and Commander TERRY was
in the bed near him, and this newspaper man was nearly always in thers,
He must have been therej I didn't pay much attention to him., I wasn't
interested in getting information from him or seeing him, so naturally -
I don't recall absolutely whether he was in thers at the time or not.
I couldn't say truthfully, but as I recall, he was and there were a
couph of flying officers working st that time, 1f I recall correctly.

_KILPATRIGKS Do you remember seeing notes or memoranda or any data from this message
- by anybody to whom you delivered it?
"k . ¥o, sir, I do not. That is a fact,

Vias the substance of this wessage discussed as a matter g
information throughout the ship? bl '
No, sir, I never heard that it was, In fact I have got into trouble
several times, or rather incurred the displeasure of other officers
because I wouldn't tell them what was going on and they wouldn't bother
me any more, They didn't like me or scmething. It is true on a ship
4if there is news everybody likes to discuss the news, No doubt there
was, I don't know that there was or there wasn't, because hnmdiatoly
after the Commander signed those I take them and got out,

Thank you very much,

(There being no further questions, Lieutenant J. J. BREWER, retired
‘from the conference room). . - v
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Commandants Commander SELIGMAN, in the handling of this particular muugc unda'

discussion, can you recall how you received it?

No, sir, I cannot, Admiral. If I hadn't seen my signature on there
4 - 1 would have sworn that I hadn't seen the message. I don't know

- whether that was delivered to me in this larger room that I use more
" or less as an office and clearing house and coffee room and quarters,
or whether itmhandodminthilmuupauuubinmtlhcd,
but I imagine that it may have been delivered in that big room, I
can't remember - if I could remember back, and renember the specifie
inatanee of rocoiving 1t -

A

. f@

It didn't make any inprouion upon your mind that you recall?

The meassages that the Captain showed to DUCKWORTH and myself made
a very definite impression upon my mind because we were naturally
interested in the whereabouts of the Japanese carriers in this mes-
sage that we saw in the Captain's cabin, One of these messages
they said, I aa quite sure, four carriers were on their way out. '
Now that was what we were interested in, acsounting for them,

knew that three were in the Empire because we had been in battlc
‘with the SYOKAKU and the ZUIKAKU and the third one I can't remember
the name of it, they had been torpedoed we had heard. So that left
some other carriers., This message, however, I don't recall thtt 1
made any imprenion upon me, Admiral, :

What was the nature of the one the Captain gave you? Did it discuss
this information, or did it.discuss the Alaska or the Aleutian force?
As I recall it, it was a little obscure as to the distinctien of
forces, and it seems to me the Captain remarked, "Well, this bunch
is going down to Midway and these fellows are golng to the IVrT{¥ryy
- and the reason it impressed me was because I had thought that they
would send the larger force - mistakenly - and the smaller with a
feint at Midway., That made a very distinct impression on my aind,
The other message that the Captain showed us in his cabin was, I am
quite sure, had to do with task force #8, but I very distinctly WrITiI,y
four carriers being mentioned in ons of the messages and I believe the
RYUZYC was mentioned., I think they sald the RYUZYO was at ses in
northern waters, if I am not mistaken, That is why it particularly
affected us bacause we had been all in‘'a state trying to tixuro out
houmuchdamgcmhaddominourhuodaya bat.t.le. B

VWas Lieutenant Commander Terry 1n your gmup a.bont that t.ho?
¥as he in there?

LT

Was he in your grmxp, didhelin inyourauito? :
Yoa, Bil'-

Arnd was he on t.he sick list?
Yes sir, he was very 111, still is.

g » 43

Do you recall showing him this message?
" I wouldn't have shown it to him, Admiral, unless he was aitting right

o 2 =
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‘would run ttn'ough them,

~ he had shown it to Commander TERRY, I think Counander TERRY was - I

-badly and they were giving him sedatives and morphine as I recall 1it,
KILPATRICK:

' I don't recall the exact diacussions, Captain, but there certa.iiﬂy

- turally couldn't have a group of that many officers with one of the B
~Mggoat engagements in history going on and they wouldn’t discuass it, e

McCULLOUGH ¢
R 1 could have been, yes sir.

. Well, sometimes in & group one person might read it aloud and one

" deliberately read anything aloud if he were there, we might have - he
" diagram of that suite, I think I can show you about what it looked

alongside of me. Once 1n a while they would bring the mesaages down
and several of those who were authoriged to see them would be grouped -
around the table and one would look over the other's shoulder and we
May 1 see if his initial ia on thia, air?

He was sigmd for by Lieutsnmt BR}:MIR '
Well, I think BREWER said that the reason he had put his name on that

might say for your. information that the doctor had been giving Commander
TERRY very large doses of morphins. He was mentally very hasy for

days, Now I think the Watch Officers took those messages over to him
more to humor him than anything else, because I doubt very much if he
could digest them. He was on and off - I mean he was suffering protty

Was there any speculction or discuaa:lon as to the eomposition of our
own or Japanese forcea in the I{idway Arca,inuota.r as you lmou, held
anong officers on the ship?

was discussion on the ship of the Midway batile, e were all very
much interested in the developments at Midway and - however, that
was Just shortly before we got in,that this news about the lidway
battle became gererally known on the ship., But there was = you nate

Do you think there is any possibility of that measage being read
aloud in your suite?

(kxe,man might have read it aloud?

don't have anybody in the room except those who are supposed to sce
it as far as you know. However, it iz possible the way we were living -
that somebody else could have been in that room. They wouldn't have
been noticed. In other words, when you are concentrating over a

table, we wil) say, and somebody walks in a room, you might not notice
hj.NO ’ S

JOHNSON wasn't in that sulte much of the t.‘.me?
Ho was in that suitc a great deal of the tine and while we wouldn't

right have been around the corner. If you would like me to draw a little

like., This is going to be a rather crude sketch sir,
(Drawing by Commander SELIGMAN)

But it would be perfectly possible for my‘body to walk into this room, ;
people discussing something at this table, and those people not see him,
if they were particularly interested in the discussion. .I could not ‘
specifically remember a discussion of this despatch, but there might
have been one, Now another thing, as I told you before, sir, how you
take ordinary precautions somebody might at any time move up behind you

- 15 -
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Commandant ¢
A .

Cammandant. -

DUCKWORTH:

Co:mna.ndant :

KILPATRICK s

~ DUCKWORTH:

Commandant

_Naval Hoapital, Sgn D:I.ego, 61.:'. ;
- ('l'hero being no mx'ther quest..ona Lounmder SELIGMAN rct.irod f‘rcm tho e

‘sage, the occasion of it?
having seen it‘

‘about, and showed us what 1t contained - exactly the same information

- ation that morning, there was nothing further in any despatches for
- sage came in I must have realized as I read the first part of it, that

My thought was ontirely dirrerent that they ha.dn't formed mk force
#8 until later,

: into the general run of messages that we 8aw,

and read amut.hing over your a.houl.dcr.

Yhere is Lieutena.nt. Commander TERRY now, in the hoapital?

room, ) | , ’ |
Sit down, Commander DUCKWOR'M. Do you recall the i-oceipt of t.hh, mes~
No sir, not at all, sir. It dqesixtt stick in nw' mind' »;t. alln mr

This keeps caning t.o me. that. thia message was one of such import that
it must have been the aubjoct of discussion among those who were aware
of it-

The reason I brought up the question ot the other muugo wit.h Captdn e
PHILLIPS = the one that he called Commander SELIGMAN and me to his cabin

but in nowhere as much detail. I think it concerned ‘task force #8 which
was the Alaskan defense organization. We discussed the general situ-

about two days about the iildway or Alaskan situation, and when this mes-

it was substantially the same inforuation that I had seen before. It
didn't make any inpression upon me at that time. This came two or
three days after the AIDAC messages which referred to the farmation
of the task force #8. I was very surprised when I saw it to see that
it cane. You see, we had t.he pile of AIDAC mesaagoa made up in quito
a thiek file,

My rccolloction and DUGKWORTH's recollection are oxactly parallel on
that question.

Thatiawhathadusupintlnair SEI&Mde. We were taliing
about it yesterday when we got the first informmation, and I couldn't
place any message that gave any of the details of any Japanese organi-
zation except the message the Captain had read to us in his cabin and
had burned up, and I was very much surpriacd to see my initials on that
messa.ge when he produced it 2 while 8go.

So that you don't recall having seen or having handled this message,

or do you recall any diseussions about this situation in this group
where you were? :
I remember particularly that since only. four officers on the ship out= .
side of the Communications Watch Officer and thecoding board knew the
first message, that neither Commander SELIGMAN nor I spoke of it, I
say they began to contain information concerning them. I can't even
quote you any of these messages. The information just bogan to filter

=16 -
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Do you recall that there was any discussion around the ship or around
the Wardroom, let us say, before this !Midway affair, that would have
indicated that there was general knowledge of it throughout the ship?.
"No. sir, I can recall no particular instance. While I am sure that we
must have talked - I mean - I say that we did talk the general situ= -
ation over, it was general knowledge that there was a task force leav-
ing Japan for ildway and another one leaving Japan for the Aleutian
Islands, Now the details of that task force, I am sure, were never :
- mentioned beyond this point - that there were four carriers in the Mid-
vay task force, and we were under the improssion that there were three
battleships. The three battleships stick in my mind because I, as I
recall it, an AIDAC message originally said that the Japanese were
moving battleships plus supporting light forces which means heavy
cruisers, of course, and & transport. I have never heard anybody
mention by name except the AKAGI and the KAGA. As I recall, those were
the only ones that could have possibly have been there. They were all
slow ships, none of the fast carriers were mentioned in there. They
- correspond more distinctly to the battleships and could operate more
_nearly together, and that is the general trend of the conversation.

KILPATRICKt Mr. DUCKNORTH, in times when there were mon working at this table and :
the despatches were brought in, were there times when sonebody read the
- despatches aloud to save the other people's time and their attention
being teken from the work that was going on? . ' '
I should say that absolutely that was not a practice., Someone might
have called attention to some particular point in a despatch to some-
one else who was sitting there, but I think most people resented having
a despatch - because ~ I msan, they would like to read it themselves.
TERRY was lald up there in his bunk, how did they commnicate the infor-
mation contained in these despatches to him? R
I don't recall ever seeing him do it. He was ill with a very bad case
of hives and was quite sick fro: it, but I think that he took the nes=
sages and read them right there, No one read them to him. I mean, I
certainly can't recall any. ;. , T

MeCULLOUGH: And JOHNSON was in this suite m&gﬁ- of the time? ‘
A ~ Yes, Admiral, he was in there, in and out a little - I mean his type-
‘ : writer work and - however, most of the time during the day he would -
I wouldn't say most of the time ~ he was in the habit of sleeping quite
late in the morning, .ost of the morning., We used to kid him about ‘

trying to work while everybody else was asleep. But he generally did

most of his sleeping in the morning and vorked rather ¥ate at night,

=

He couldn't help but overhear a lot of general conversations?
He was bound to overhear a lot of conversations, but I can never recall
anybody speaking of the details of this information outside of what I
said - the four carriers of which we only knew the names of the two, the
AKAGI and the G4, and as far as the cruisers and all that, I was not
under the impression that they were even mentioned, - , .

ST
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Commandants

' 'reading it, but to eopy it.

~ We have to accopt that. Can you y.vo us any clue as to how that might

e .lr“dy have one.,

‘Were you aware that that did happen on any occuim?

™. Thank you.

a

Now, while you can't state as a fact, one can't read t.hin mapapor
clipping and this despatch without rulhing that the man that wrote
that article must have had an oppoﬂunity, not to listen to unyono

He must have. copiod it dir-ctly, -ir, from that.

have happened? Clearly it must have happened on the BARNETT.
Yes sir, I can draw you a pioture of the suite and show you apprexi-
mtely how 1t cauld havo happoned. Hm 4s the pieturd of 115_ here.

Now then, at this end of the table we had the two ortieor- mking on
the track chart of the Coral Sea and anybody who came in to sit down -
he only had about two chairs in the place, one being used there - and
they would sit down and have a cup of coffee and when the Communica-
tions Watch Officer cams in there were officers sitting around the
table here reading that despatch, or any despateh. He would easily
have been able to read over the shoulders of the officers. That is an

absolute fact and a possibility. It could be read over the shoulders
of the officers. . ’

I have never seen or never recall anyone looking over wouo else's
shoulder. It is possible that they have done that. They were low-
backed chairs, of course, and a person could have easily stood behind
you and read it over your shoulder.

(Thox)'o being no further quntiom, Comdr, DUCKWORTH retired from the
room

Comdr. H. F. JUNKER, Chief Engineer, USS LEmGTGI was escorted into
the room by Gaptain KIIPATRICK, introduced to Adni.rall GREENSLADE and
MeCULLOUGH, familiariged with the subject under discussion, and was
then questioned as follows:

Do you recall receipting for a despatch concerning information of the
organigation and make-up of a Japanese force?
I don't recall that particularly, sir. I recall ome despatch about an
estimate. ' : '

This iz yowr i.tiitial here?
Yes sir, that 13 my initial.

Do you recall t.his particular dupatch and th- occasion of i.t.s roc.ipt?
Yes sir - I don't the oceasion. ;

If he will read the despatch, it might help him to recall it.

Do you recall that you were in the suite ocoupled by a group of officers
ofethe LEXINGTON on the occasion of the receipt of that despateh?

A8

WE R

B
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JUTIERSe I recall that I rcciiptod for that in my own stateroom. If you say a
' group of offiaers - there were six of us bunldng toget.her, sir.

Commandant : Wh.ro was your autoroom with relation to this?
A w. were on the other side of the ship, sir.

Right dirootly across fron this?
Yes sir.

Do you recall any oxcitemnt P41 scussion t.hat attended receipt of)|
this despatch? ‘ |

Well, I received that, air, whon I was alone. I was alone when I re-
cniptod for that dupatch. S o

. Subsequently? L T A B
No sir, I don't roctll any diacuuion or :MM ’

Can you help us in this quution as to the possibility in the handling
of a message of this kind on that particular ship of it being seen and
"~ copied by unauthorized persons? : :
‘No sir, I could see no reason for that. The messages were always
brought to me by an officer and he stayed there while I -read the mes-
sage and I handed it back to him,

" Have you any thoughts that you wonld like to have claared up?
No sir,

Well, I think that is about all; Commander. Just leave your address
with my Alde, and in case I want to get hold of you again - There is
no compulsion to remain where you are put. Only just keep us informed:
for the next couple of days. You can phone my Aide before you go back. -
Thank you very much. 9

(There being no further quutiéﬁ. Comdr . JUNKERS retired from the room);

Commandant: Sit dowm, lLieutenant BONTECOU, Mr. BONTECOU, there are a oouple of
' > other things that we would like to clear up. Do you remember any of
the circumstances connected with your statement here that Commander
SELIGMAN had mentioned that it was the custom to order, or that he had -
o authority to show secret messages and letters to Mr. JOHNSON?
BONTECOU: I remember that he sald Mr, JOHNSON never saw the ECM or any of the
'codo, but that he had seen a lot of other secret confidential papers.

e What was the purpou of that remark and under what circumatances was 1t.
: made”?
& When we were in the chart houss one morning and 1 uked him that. because
- the day before this - I think this was about the beginning of the trip - E
I am not sure - but I think I told you before the Gunnery Officer R
brought thls newspaper man up to my room, asking for a chart, and I
gave him a chart. My room is rig,ht across from the chart house, That
was a restricted chart - it was a plotting sheet, that was all it was.
I asked him if he thught that was all right, a.nd if I remember cor-
rectly -
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Coumandant: You asked Commander SELIGMAN? o -

- BONTECOU:. Yes sir. This was a day or two later from t.ho time I gave him the ohart.
I asked him 4f he thought that was a&ll right and he said "Yes", He said
~ this newspaper man had been authorized to see asecret, confidential pub-
. llcations, not restricted - I don't mean that - but bocluu he had seen
the whole battle and all that, and them he went on to say, "Well, one
thing he never did see while on the LEXINGTON was the coding machine and
all the coding devices.” He said that he himself (Commander SELIGMAN) = _
was authorized to do that, but somebody a lot higher than he had given &
this newspaper man aut.hority. Thh‘ was a general éoﬂvdrntion‘,‘ thlt is
-all, - ‘ ' , ’

Did you on any occawion del:her muugeo into the group mludi.ng con—
mander SELIGMAN and Lieutenant Commander TERRY, in their quarters? -
No sir, I never delivered anything in their quarters. Once the Captaim
told me to show something to Conmander SELIGMAN and he was out in the
lobby or in the front of the Executive Officer's of!’ioo. I was never
~-in there ~ those quarters - while he was. That I can remtmbor, and I
. don't know Commander TERRY - I knew who he was, : .

So you didn't see him while he was on board?
Yes sir, he used to eat up in the Wardroom and I think about the first
day he was on the ship, I remember I was in the Wardroom talking to Mr.
BREWER, and Commander TERRY came around and gave Mr. BREWER some order
about something on the ELLIOT to round up the list of all the mrvivora.
I think that was about the first night they were on the ship.

Did you have much to do with JOHNSON - did you have any conversations
at all?

The only one was the one I mentioned before - the only convorntion I
ever had with him was about the chart. Well, then he started telling
ms all about the battle, but I was busy at tho time and I wanted to
get away from him, He did all the talking - he just struck me as a
man who talked a lot, , )

Commandant: Well, I guess that is all. Thank you very much.

(There being no,further qnoations, Lieut. BONTECGJ retired from the room)

Commandant: Sit down, Captain PHILLIPS, Oaptain, any one’ reading t.his despatch
which is here in question and:the newspaper article, I think, would
definitely come to the conclision that the man who wrote thnt newspaper

article must have had in his possession the despatch or a copy of it.

A Yeos.

, : § .
Q Can you help us in t.hat question?' S o
A Well, I have been at the bottom of things. It is very greatly to my
interest to have the natter cleared up. The only thing I can say is
that I have been over the situation from top to bottem, Admiral, since
this thing came up. I never did decipher the messages - only the stuff
that - when they came aboard and proposed this and said they had &
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PHILLIPSt  (continuing) fine commmunications arganizetion, I put it in effect.

_ -~ Now I have a set-up on this ship that I consider perfect, with a locked
room from which people take a message and deliver it personally, never
letting it out of the hands of the Communications Officer or the De-
coding Officer, and these messages go back and are destroyed by the
Commnications Officer, and in some cases the messages are actuslly
destroyed by me when I thought they were important. Now with that set—
up I never worry about it at all. Messages were brought in to me, '
they were shown to me, and I had every reason to belicve they were =
shomn to the other officers whom I had agreed they would be showm to, .
and that they were destroyed.  Now, to try to get ‘at the bottom of e
this thing, how he could have gotten it - naturally the fact that they
were rooming together down there ~ I got the set-up on the rooms, of W
- course, from the Executive Officer - I don't know that they were actu- 1
ally - that DUCKWORTH was living on the other side - that was the re- -
port that the Executive Officer made to me as to how they wers rooming. - .
It seems that DUCKWORTH was living on the other side and TERRY, the g
Communications Officer, was living with the newspaper correspondent

~ end SELIGMAN, While I maybe went off on a tangent and assumed that
‘that was where it tock place, right in that cabin, I haven't in my in-
vestigation left out any of the other details how he could have gotten = = §
it - I wouldn't know. He said he didn't have a word with him, BONTECOU
is a thoroughly reliable young Reserve officer whom I have known for =
a year and I would trust him absolutely, and he didn't have anything
to do with him. The only thing that I can see is that we have a very
clever individual with a thorough knowledge of the Bavy, and that I -
understand since then - he has made it .a point to go around to the 1
entire crew, my whole crew, and he gets into the inside of everything.

He even knew what the officers! duties were on the ship in a very PR
short time, He was just a clever individual and went about to get
this thing. Now the only thing that I can throw on the light of this -
thing was that I understand that he had in his possession a copy of ‘
the Silhouette Book, which is, I believe, on the Restricted lList and
was probably given him, That came out here in conversation a while
ago, He could have made this up from gossip that he might have gotten
from these officers who saw the message - he could have made this
darned thing up from his Silhouette Book. '

TGt Have you seen the newspaper article?
A I didn't bring my glasses with me and I can't digest the article.
Commandant: The paragraph in the newspaper follows the despatch absolutely, so I
: don't see how he could have gotten it then, unless he actually saw the
message, either over somebody's shoulder or - . Did you ever have any
conversation with Commander TERRY? | : , .
No sir, I can't remember what he looked like. They tell me that he
was sick in the bunichouse all the time, in a corner bunk of that room.

This despatch which you have given us, and which was not signed, was
it missing at any time to your knowledge? _

No sir, it couldn't possibly have been, because it was actually locked
in the Commnications Officer's safe and I will bank on the fact that
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(continuing) my Communications Officer didn't give it to hin That
should have been burned, of course, right away, but I imagine that he,
being the Navigation Orficor and the Communications Officer, and co-ing
- up on the Coast during the trip, he just forgot to burn it. HNow here
was a suggestion that 1 made: It was two or three days before we could
muster these people and find out who was actually on board from the
cruisers and destroyers, and it is very hard when you have 1300 men in
addition to your own men to even get a correct muster of the officers.
It was about three or four days before we did it. I discovered he was
on board and knew his connection with the LEXINGTON officers and I must
 have assumed that he was under their control. O0f course, I know that
he wasn't, as a matter of fact, and I am Commanding Officer, but I
must have assumed that he was undor their econtrol, otherwise I would
have turned him over to the Intelligence Officer, which I should have
done when we arrived in San Diego. That was a slip I made - & very .
serious alip A .

- Commandant: Do you recall that he was vouched for by anyone, or did anyone 'npeak‘
L ' to you about him?
A ~0h yes, Commander SELIGMAN and one or two of the other officers said
. - that they recommended that I talk to himj that he was a very well-read,
widely-lmown newspaper correspondent, and from the general conversa-
“tion I assumed that he was thoroughly in ths confidence of the LEXINGTON
‘officers, and it never ocourred to me to look into him, but I didn't
go back again. I still don't see how he could have gotton the secret
despatch, because that waan't in the category for him to see those
things, or to even think of such a t.hing :

It was stated here that you had read to Commander SELIGMAN and othor
officers, including the Communications Officer, in your cabin, a des-
patch which you had received, which I believe you had stated was one
that should normally have beon received by -

That 1s right. '

Were the contents of that despatch similar to this one?

Admiral, I am pretty sure it was not. It gave the organization of Task
Force #8 and naturally I considered an organization of our own people
was super-secret, and I don't remember - I can't tell you - the contenta
of any other despatch that I saw, but I got that principally from talk-
ing it over with the other officers here. DUCKWORTH assured me that it
was a composition of Task Force #8, and I saw right away that that
shouldn't get out of my cabin, You sece, they don't tell us - the decod-
ing is done in a locked room. : A

lléGU JLOUGH: 1 thought that was in a clear message?
PHILLIPS: No sir, that was in secret code and, of course, went to the dncoding
room first.

- NOTEs 'I‘hs name JOHNSON appearing throughout the above is properly spelled as
| " e JOHNSTON.
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