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T oricimatepar  WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION e o, OeCe 85-692
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THLE ' CHARACTER OF CASE
STANLEY JCHNSTON ESPIONAGE = J
SYNOFSIS OF FACTS: Lieutenant C. J. VAN ARSDALL knew of the
receipt of seoret dispatoh radieed te the
UsSe3. Barnett, May 31, 1942; he disoussed
its contents with Captain PHILLIPS,
Lieutenant Commander POMEROY snd Lieutenant
DANIEL BONTECOU, VAN ARSDALL dess not row

member U.8.S, Lexingten Officer whe obimined
silhouette book ef Japanese naval craft frem
him, VAN ARSDALL steted Lieutemant BONTECQU
brought Lexingten Officer te his reom te get
silhouette books VAN ARSDALL never in "
Cormender SELIGMAN'S quarters during oruise.

RUC

REFERENCEs Teletype received frem Sen Franocisce Field Division
dated June 17, 1942,

DETAILS: At Norman, Qklahoms

Lieutenant C, J. VAN ARSDALL, former Assistent Gunnery
Officer of the U.8.5. Barnett was ilnterviewed in Normen, Oklehoma, where he is
now employed at the Havy Department Office of the Professor eof Faval Sciemce and
Tactios, located at the University of Oklahoms in Normen, Cklahomeae

"VAN ARSDALL stated upen the receipt of the seoret dis-
patoh radloed to the UeS.8. Barnett on May 31, 1942, that he disoussed its centents
with Ceptein PHILLIPS, lLieutenant Commender POMEROY and Lieutenant DANIEL BONTECOU,
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STANLEY JOHNSTON 0.0 65=692

VAN ARSDALL was questioned clesely as te the persens that
were présent at the time of his discussion of the contemts of this seoret
messages VAN ARSDALL stated that he was positive that HTANLEY JGHNSTON
was not present,

VAN ARSDALL further stated that he and other officers of both
the U.8.8. Barnett and the U.S.3. Lexingten after the publication of the
article written by STANLEY JOHNSTON ef the impending Japanese action at
A lasks and Midway often discussed smong themselves how JOHNSTON could have
obtained this infomstion but all were unable to figure it out,

VAN ARSTALL alse stated that at neo time during the cruise did
he see STANLEY JCHNSTON near the radio room or co0dé room of the U.S.5. Barnett
vhere all confidential and secret matiters are kept,

VAN ARSDALL stated that he did hear & rumor that JOHNSTOR
made & statement to seme unknown person that he, JOHNSTON, saw the message
lying on a table abroad the U.S.5. Barnett,

+ VAN ARSDALL stated that he does not remember the neme of the
Officer of the U.8.8. Lexingten whe ebtained frem him the silhouette book of
the Japanese naval eraft, but he went en to state that Lieutenant
DANIEL BONTECOU was with the U.S.8. Lexingten Officer when BONTECOU and the
Officer came to VAN ARSIALL'S quarters and asked fer the silhouette beock ef
the Japanese naval craft, and the U.S.8+ Lexingten Officer teold VAN ARSDALL
that the executive officer of the U.S5.8. Lexingten wanted this book,

Lisutenant VAN ARSDALL stated that he was never in the
quarters of Commander SELIGMAN all during the ocruise,

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF (RIGIN



NATIONAL
SECURITY

ARCHIVE

National Security Archive,
Suite 701, Gelman Library, The George Washington University,
2130 H Street, NW, Washington, D.C., 20037,
Phone: 202/994-7000, Fax: 202/994-7005, nsarchiv@gwu.edu



