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COMPUTERS, US.A.

ADALIA COMPUTATIONS, LTD MUNTREAL, CANADA

An ALWAC electronic digital computer has been installed at Adalia Computations Ltd.,
Montreal, Canada. The computer, manufactured by Logistics Research, of Redondo Beach,
California, will be used by Canadian universities, business and industrial firms for solving
complex problems and scientific research.

AIR FORCE ARMAMENT CENTER, ARDC, EGLIN AFB, FLORIDA

A Datatron has been installed at the Alr Force Armament Center and is at present being
utilized by the Arma Corporation for one of their projects. Armament Center personnel are
learning to program for this computer which may be used for computations on future Air Force
Armament Center projects.

Acceptance tests for the Air Force Armament Center's 1103 High Speed Printer have been
started recently at Remington Rand Univac's Plant in St. Paul, Minnesota. Although the Uni-
servo tape units can theoretically record information approximately ten times faster than the
same information can be printed in the on-line mode, tests with an 1103A indicate that only a
four-to-one advantage is gained due to an "'overhead' time required for calculations within the
computer. The printer i8 scheduled to be shipped to the Armament Center about 1 December
1856 and should be operating by the first of the year.

An external, digital magnetic tape from a Doppler Velocimeter has been read into the 1103
Computer. This is one of the first steps toward Automatic Data Reduction to be completed at
the Air Force Armament Center.

Another step in this automatic data reduction process is the receipt of an analog-to-digital
convarter built by Victor Adding Machine Company. This device will play Iits digital output di-
rectly into the 1103 by means of the computer's external registers and should be in operation
about 1 January 1957.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS - ELECOM 125 SYSTEM
UNDERWOOD CORPORATION, LONG ISLAND, N. Y.

Underwood Corporation's Electronic Computer Division has announced a number of addi-
tional standard and optional features offered as part of production-line ELECOM 125 Systems.

ELECOM 4" : Processor

The File Processor can now perform the following standard operations

Select-Collate
Substitute-Select

in addition to the previously announed sequence, collate, select, collate and select, separate
{one output tape), separate (two output tapes), and manual standard operations.

As an optional feature, the following combinational cperations, which the File Processor
performs simultaneously, are now available:

Collate-Separate
Substitute-Separate
Collate-Select-Separate
Substitute-Select-Separate

High-speed punched-tape readers and punches may be attached to the ELECOM File
Drocessor as optional features.
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Acceptance tesia for the Alr Foroe Armament Center's 1103 Righ Rpeed Printer have been
started recently at Remington Rand Univac's Plant in 8t. Paul, Minnesota. Although the Uni-
servo tape unita can theoretically record information approximately ten timea faster than the
samo information can be printed in the on-1ine mode, tesis with an 1103A Indicats that only a
four-to-one advantage ia gained due Lo AN "overhead" time required for caloulations within the
computer. The primer is scheduled to be shipped to the Armument Center about 1 Decembar
1086 and should be operating by the first of the vear.

An axternal, digital magnetic tape from a Doppler Velocimater has been read imto the 1103
Computer. Thia s one of the {irst ateps toward Automatic Data Reduction to be completed at
the Alr Foroe Armament Center.

Another step in this automatic data reduction procesa s the receipt of an analog-to-digital
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS - ELECOM 128 SYSTEM
UNDERWOOD CORPORATION, LONG IBLAND, N. Y,

Underwood Corporation's Electronic Computer Division has announced a number of addi-
tional standard and optional teatures offered as part of production-line ELECOM 135 Systema.

ELECOM File Processor

The File Processor can now perform the following standard operations

Select- Collate
Subsetitute-Select

in audition to the previously announed aequencs, collate, select, collate and select, ssparate
(one output tape), separate (two output tapes), and manual standard operations.

As an nptional feature, the following combinational operations, which the File Processor
performs simultaneously, are now available:

Collate-Separate
Substitute-Separate
Collate-Select-Separate
Substitute-Select-Separate

High-speed punched-tape readers and punches may be attached to the ELECOM File
Processor &s optional features.




KLECOM 138 Computer

Iternal Memory - The KLECOM 180 Computer's main memory har been increased to 4,000
Lon- ALt worda atandard, with optional vapacition of 8,000, 8,000 or 10,000 words, th addition,
80 words standard or 100 words optional rpld-acconn memory are now avatlable.

Magnetic- Tape Operationn - Magnetic-tape tnput and output (o the Computer have been n-
i‘l‘é‘iiﬂd 'li')'!h‘?ihi&rd' rate uf 0.0?)0 digita por second,

Input or output of magnetic tape proceeds tn paraliel with computation, bat an additional
optional balfer (a available nllowing both nput and output of magnetic tape in parallel with
computation,

m'h-pppgd_,iﬁmebgp-f@pp Operations - Nigh-apeed punched papor tspe read Into the KLKCOM
T8 Tamputer, at a spoed of 100 charactera pur necond, utilines the butfer unit, so that
punched-tape rending proveods in parallel with internal operations, 'The same {8 true of high-
lpﬂddpunehcd-tm output from the Computer, which proceeda at the rate of 60 characters per
second,

Base }_lg?n«- - Two four-digit Base Regiuters ("B Boxea") are now included as standard
equipment [n the XLECOM 128 Computer.

Interconnection Panel

The Interconnection Panel has boen redesigned allowing the intcrconnection of 18 Magnetic-
‘Tape Unita to tho main operational units of the ELECOM 120 System by meana of gulh-b\mon
operation. A typlcal arranrgement might connect ten Tape Units to the KLECOM 128 Computer,
five 'll‘,wo Units to the ELECOM File Processor and one ‘Tepe Unit to the ELECOM High-8peed
Line Printer.

Although a single Interconnection Panei provides for on-line operation of only 16 Tupe
Units in the KLECOM 138 System, sdditional Tape Unita can be used independently for such
off-line operations as tape preparation, tape-to-tape conversion, ete.

The use of additional Interconnection Panelz will allow the interconnection of additional
File Proceasors, Computers, Line Printers, and Magnetic-Tape Units.

Auxiltary Equipment, ELECOM 128 System

ELECOM Hhigh-Speed Line Printer - The recently announced 800-)ine-per minute ELECOM
Righ-Bpeed Line Printer will be available in line widths varying from 48 to 120 characters,
the price of the unit being determined by the width of line desired.

Paper-Tape Codu Trauslatora - Code translators, to accept or furnish data punched in five-,
alx-, seven- or elght-hole codes as input and output with the ELECOM 120 System are available
as optional equipment.

FLAC- RCA S8ERVICE COMPANY, INC,, PATRICK AIR FORCE BASE, FLORIDA

"The operating record for the period 25 July 1956, through 20 November 1886, was as
follows:

No. of % of
Function Hours Total Time
Production Data 1240.5 43.76
Code Checking and Data Analysis 301.8 10.64
Preventative Maintenance 107.7 3.90
Unscheduled Maintenance 298.8 10.55




No. of ® of
Yunetion Houre Total Tirme
Scheduled Kngiheering 230.1 .12
Qood [dle Tlme 78.1 2.604
*Unacheduled Computer Time 870.0 20,40
2833.0 100.00

The new 4008 48-bit word high-speed magnetic ¢ore meniory has been delivered by Tele-
meter Magnatios, Inc., and is now undergoing teata and oheck-outs. A new memory driver
system was delivered by Technitrol Engineering Co., and checked out. This system will re-
ceive aerial information fram the FLLAC AU and presents it in parallel form to the new mem-
ory, and vice-versa. Complete computer aystem (FLAC 1) tests cannot be completed until the
present FLAC AU ia relocated in the new Technical Laboratory Building.

A new FLAC high-spead Input-output selection aystem was destgned, fabricated and ln-
atalled by the Range Contractor. It will parmit the compuler under programmaed control to
communicate with fifty (80) input-output devices, thus providing extreme versatility for the re-
duction of large quantities of missile teat data.

IBM

NEW PRODUCTS - - - - 308 (Random Access Memory Accounting Machine) is
bullt around the 1BM disk memory, the prototype of which was announced in May 1088, The
8,000,000 digit memory used in 305 RAMAC was developed at the company's laboratory in 8an
Joase, Calif. A manufacturing plant is now under construction in San Joso, as well as & new
laboratory and other facilities, which will inpart be used to make 308 RAMAC equipment and
other random access devices. RAMAC unita are now being built in 8an Jose and will be de-
livered to customera this year. Sevr,ral already are under test at various customer
installations.

The memcory consists of 80 magnetic metal disks arranged in a vertica) stack. Both sides
of the diska a.e used for recording data, so 100 disk faces are available for storage. There
are 100 recording tracks on each disk face, and each track will hold five 100-character rec-
ords. Access to thesc records is gained by an arm that moves vertically and horizontally
under electronic control. Information flows to and from the memory on the access arm in 100-
character lots. The entire stack rutates at 1,200 RPM, so that any address in the memory can
be located in milliseconds.

RAMAC useas punched card {nput and punched card and printer output. It relies upon a
combination of stored program and ...trol panel wiring for Instructions to carry out its data
prucessing operation.

COMPONENTS OF 305 RAMAC. Besides the disk memory unit, the principal components
are:

370 Printer—- Used for the automatic preparation of printed reports. Continuous forms
are positioned in the printer automatically by a punched tape In the tape-controlled
carriage.

323 Card Punch—Used only as an output device. Information flows to it directly from

one of the tracks of the drumn memory in the processing unit. It punches up to 100 cards
a minute.

305 Proceasing Unit—Contains a magnetic drum for working storage, a magnetic core
buffer memory through which information is transferred, and the control circuits f .. data

*Unscheduled Computer Time is all time for the report psriod not formally scheduled, or time
that FLAC is no: operating for reasons other than any listed above,
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handling and urithmotic, ‘The drum stores program instructions and furnishes temporary
working atorage to rearrange the information in recovds. It also contains sections used
for accumulating, multiplying, and inquiry output. The magnetic core buffer holds vp to
100 characters for the transfer of tnformation from the magnoeti: drum or a track of the
disk memory.

380 Console—Control center of 305 RAMAC is the cporator's consola, Input to the
system {s accomplished through a punched card reader incorporated in the conaole unit,
Through a transmittal keyboard, the operator can ask the machine's memory for specific
stored facts such aa inventory position or earnings-to-date figures. Answers are auto-
matically typed on a typewriter at the Console. Corrections to data in memory aro also
made through the keyboard, and indicator lights keep the operator posted on the status of
processing at all times.

630 RAMAC. The latest addition to the 650 is the IBM 356 random access memory—a
storage medium in which any group of data may be reached quickly and directly, without
search,

Up to four 365 memory units may be connected to the 660 system. A 358 is a stack of 50
metal disks, each two feet in diameter. Both sides of the metal diaks are treated so that 100
disk faces are availahle for storage. On each disk face there are 100 concentric data tracks.
Six-hurdred digits of recorded data may be stored (n each track. In other words, each track
holds 60 words with signs.

Each 358 unit has a capacity for 6,000,000 digits. With the maximum of four units, the §50
can have available, therefore, 24,000,000 digits stored in a random access memory. Thin is
the equivalent to a fils of records stored on 300,000 punched carda.

To process file data, the information stored in the memory is read from and written into
the data tracks on the magnetic dieks by access arms. The magnetic disks in each unit con-
tinuously rotate paat three independent access arms at 1,200 RPM, and each arm can move to
any data track.

Tha access arms move under instructions stored in the 650. A seek instruction sends an
arm to the addressed data track. A read instruction causes the access arm to read the ad-
dressed data track into immediate access storage (the 683 magnetic core memory). A write
instruction causes the arm to write into the addressed data track the information that 18 in
immediate access storage.

Feature of the 650 RAMAC important to "in-1ine’' processing is the facility for quick com-
munication with the syatem, with minimum interference with the routine operating procedure,
to inquire into the status of records or to entur new information. This ia done through the 838
Inquiry Station. The 828 uses a modified IBM electric typewriter from which inquiries and
data can be sent to the 650 and to which the 660 can send repliee. Ten inquiry stations are
availabie for each 650 RAMAC system. Each i8 connected to the system by a cable 50 feet in
length and the ten available stations, connected in series, provided a maximum of 500 feet from
an inquiry station to the 850 machine area.

The inquiry or information to be sent to the 650 is typed on a form at the inquiry station at
the same time that it is transmitted to the processing unit. The 650 stored programming
processes the inquiry and transmits the reply back to the inquiry station where it is typed on
the form. Complete flexibility and positive control of inquiry station operation is provided by
a plastic program tape at each station operating in conjunction with the 650 stored program.
The program tape also provides flexibility in the format of the printed document at the inquiry
station.

APR (Automatic Production Recording System)

APR equipment, providing a fully-integrated system designed specifically for the automatic
collection of production data at the source of manufacturing operations, fills a need in industry
wherever continuous process production line methods or job shop operations are in use.

-4-
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The system's flexibllity stems from the sixteen, newly-developed basic components, or
"bullding blocks,'" which are assembled in appropriate combinations to meet the requirements
of widely-varytng production recording applications. They include automatic and manual input
units, pre-punched card readers, printing card punches, control console, and remote type-
writers. Each system consists of the components required on the basis of the number of pro-
duction points to be covered and the nature of the manufacturing operation,

APR works along these lines: .

Measurements made by such commercially-available instruments as mechanical or elec-
tronic sensing devices, strain gauges, thermocouples and other variable voltage devices are
read electrically. Then, {f neceasary, they are converted to digital or numeric form suitable
for input to the storage unit, or for output via the tape perforator, card punch or automatic
typewriter. An on-demand or time programmed read-out can be initiated at any stage for
visual display of data which is being accumulated in storage.

Non-variable, identifying data, such as machine and man number can also be introduced
into the system {rom rotary switches on the console or remote control panels, by portable key-
boards, or by card readers which read data from IBM pre-punched cards.

The functions of storage in APR are performed by accumulator panels and counter panels
which count and store impulses representing measurable data such as count of units or weight
of the product.

Heart of the system i3 the programmer. This component coordinates the flow of informa-
tion from the input and storage elements to the output units to provide printed and punched
records for the particular application.

Qutput is recorded either by an automatic typewriter, a card punch or a tape perforator.
The typewriter produces a printed record of current production information which is primarily
for "on-the-agpot' use in the production arca. The tape perforator produces five-channel
alphanumerical punched tapes which are automatically converted to IBM cards when processed
by tape-to-card punches. The tapes contain complete instructions for directing the tape-to-
card punches as well as the codes that represent data to be punched into the cards.

A reel 8" in diameter, containing approximately 300 feet of paper tape, will hold punched
information equivalent to about 350 eighty-column IBM punched cards. Inexpensive and com-
pact, these reels are easily stored or mailed to data processing facilities. Tape-recorded
information also may be transmitted over regular telegraphic systems from one location to
another.

IBM - STRETCH - AEC

The U. S. Atomic Energy Commission and International Business Machines Corporation
have signed a contract under which IBM will begin developing STRETCH, a general-purpose
super-computer, for installation at Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory.

The precise mathematical functions required of the machine will be determined by a group
of scientiste of IBM and of the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, which is operated for the
Atomic Energy Commission by the University of California. The study group is engaging now
in a mathematical survey to define the nature of the problems the computer will encounter, and
the mathematical functions needed to solve them.

General performance specifications for STRETCH outlined in the contract would make it
between 100 and 200 times faster than any comparable general-purpose calculator available
today, and also would permit it to solve problems of much greater scc pe and complexity.

The designation STRETCH was selected for the endeavor to symbolize the technological
advances which will be represented by the development of the most advanced computer possible
in the shortest pertod of time.




As one indication of its capacity, the calculator is planned to operate in a realm of figure-
work in which multiplications of 12 to 15 digit numbers will take place at more than 500,000 a
second, and additions at about two million a second.

NAVAL AIR TEST CENTER, U. 8. NAVAL AIR STATION,
PATUXENT RIVER, MARYLAND

Addition of a Model 543 Magnetic Tape Control Unit and a Model 544 Data Reader (Mag-
netic Tape Storage Unit) to the Naval Air Test Center "Datatron" Computer installation was
started on 1 October 1956 and completed on 19 October 1956. For the convenience of the
Electro-Data Corporation equipment installation team, the Computer was op.rated on a 6.5
hour shift for most oi (his period, This first Datz Reader will be ugsed primarily for storage
of computer progranmis. An additional DataReader is being ordered to increase the storage
capabilities and the versatility of the computer system.

Benson- Lehner Corporation semi-automatic data reduction equipments (Electroplotter,
Oscar and two Boscars with Decimal Converters) at the Naval Air Test Center, are being
modified to provide compatibility with the "Datatron' through the incorporation of punched
paper tape input-output devices.

Personnel from the Naval Air Test Center have attended two-day Evaluation Conferences
and five-day Introductory Coding Courses conducted in Washington, D. C., by the ElectroData ]
Corporation.

The operating statistics for the three calendar months ending 31 October 1956 are as

follows:
August September October i
) 4
Hours % Hours % Hours _;
Useful Time 186.5 93.7 190.7 97.1 134.9 82.3 ;
Down Time 12.6 6.3 5.6 2.9 29.1% 17.7% :
Total Time 199.1 100.0 198.3 100.0 164.0 100.0 }
Analysis of Useful Time |
Code Checking 3.9 185 319 162 201  12.3 !
Production Computing 114.3 57.4 133.5 68.0 85.0 51.8 ‘
Demonstrations =000 ecae.- ———— 0.3 0.2  ~---- “-a-
Schedule Preventive Maintenance 23.2 11.7 18.3 9.3 23.9 14.6
Idle 12.1 6.1 8.7 3.4 5.9 3.6 ,
Total 183.5 93.7 190.7 97.1 134.9 82.3

NAVY ORDNANCE SUPPLY OFFICE, MECHANICSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

wn 4 July 1956, the Ordnance Supply Office installed an IBM Type 650 Magnetic Lium Data
Processing Machine. The 650 installed is a basic punched card input/output machine, com-
posed of the Type 650 Model 2 Console, equipped with alphabetic device; Type 655 Power Unit;
and Type 333 Read Punch Unit, equipped with one additional digit selector (punch feed), half
time emitter (read feed), and two groups of five 2-position pilot seiectors. "

Selection of this machine was based on the primary application developed for the inventory ,
control procedure at this office. As the inventory manager of the Ordnance Supply Segment of ’

*The increase in "down time' during October was caused by modifications to the "Datatron"
forthe installationof the Tape Control Unit and the DataReader.
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the Navy Supply System, the Ordnance Supply Office collected, consolidated, and publis: - -
status information received from all reporting activities in the Ordnance Distributive Syxi.:
This Consolidated Stock Status Report was the basis for ""'supply actions' initiated by supply
analysts through a manual analysis of this report. The consolidation and publication of this re-
port was accomplished with the use of conventional EAM equipment. The limitations of the
conventional EAM equipment precluded anything more than the application of a very basic for-
mula for computing a "Required or Excess' stock position at each echelon of supply. This re-
quired that the stock analysts perform a series of routine arithmetical operations and com-
parisons in the course of initlating intelligent supply actions during their manual review of the
report. As can be expected, each analyst had a wide latitude in applying these arithmetical
comparisons, which resulted in inconsistency of supply actions. These routine arithmetical
operations and comparisons were documented, analyzed, and certain ones selected for pro-
gramming on the 650 machine. Testing this apprcach to inventory control procedures led into
further refinements which currently provide the following advantages:

(1) Automatic selection of "potential supply action items" by the 650.

(2) Identification of these potential supply actions into specific types of supply actions,
i.e., procure, expedite, reallocate, redistribute, etc.

(3) These potential supply actions, in the form of ""stock action cards," accompany the
printed report to the stock analysts and immediately identify those items in the re-
port requiring suppiy action. Formerly, this determination was made by a manual
analysis of each item in the report.

The Ordnance Supply Office is currently considering further refinements to this program
which will extract various financial and inventory control statistics prohibited formerly due to
the limitations of conventional EAM equipment. Statistics which provide the intelligence for
effective inventory management, such as monetary values of range and depth, stock items, line
items, of each of the stock status reporting elements by various classifications, t.e., fraction
code, active vergus inactive, not ready for issue, etc., are possible as by-products of this in-
ventory control application.

BALLISTIC RESEARCH LABORATORIES, ABERDEEN PROVING GROUND

In July of this year the 1024 word electrostatic memory of the ORDVAC wa.: replaced by a
4096 word static magnetic memory. The magnetic memory was produced by Telemeter Mag-
netics, Incorporated, a subsidiary of International Telemeter Corporation. Installation and
initial checkout were accomplished in about six weeks by Computing Laboratory personnel
after which time the manufacturers representatives corrected some ""bugs" in the memory be-
fore final acceptance tests were run. With the exception of some power supply difficulties, the
memory has been completely trouble-free. No machine errors have been traced to the memory.

RAYDAC, NAVAL AIR MISSILE TEST CENTER, POINT MUGU, CALIFORNIA

Further progress has been made in the development of new high-speed input-output equip-
ment. The input facllities should be in use by April 1957. These will include direct coupling to
the RAYDAC of the following equipment:

(1) An IBM 077 Collator which will permit the reading of IBM Cards into the computer at
rates up to 240 cards per minute.

(2) A Ferranti Mark Il Paper Tape Reader which will permit veading 200 characters per
minute from paper tape directly into the RAYDAC.

(3) Magnetic Tape Reproducers which will allow direct entry into the RAYDAC of tele-
metering and tridop data as recorded on magnetic tapes during tests.




Computing and programming services are available for the soluticn of problems originat-
g at other Goverament activities and with prime contractors to the Department of Defense.
These services may be obtained by contacting the Bureau of Aeronautics, Code AV-3125.

PHILCO

The Philco Corporation has announced the TRANSAC (Transistorized Automatic Computer),
a universal high-speed, airborne computer—until now destined only for the big bombers be-
cause of size and weight - may be miniaturized for use in Navy jet fighter planes.

Developed by Philco for the Navy Department's Bureau of Aeronautics, the new control
computers can process a typical aircraft problem involving many hundred different tnstructions
and solve it in 1/30th of a second. One of these computers will be delivered to the U. 8. Naval
Air Development Center, Johnsville, Pennsylvania.

The new, universal, airborne computers, TRANSAC C-1000 and TRANSAC C-1100, are
possibly the first completely transistorized, expandable, control systems. The use of its
""direct-coupled" circuity has eliminated diodes, vacuum tubes and many other component
parts traditionally found in digital computers. In the arithmetic section of the computer, all
elements required for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of a binary digit are
combined on a single, replaceable, printed-circuit card supporting only transistors and re-
sistors. The precision and capacity of a TRANSAC computer can be increased by simply add-
ing more 'plug-in' cards.

WHIRLWIND [ - M.LT. (For July, August and September, 1956)

Applications. During the past 3 months, the Scientific and Engineering Computation Groug,
in coﬁjuncf[on with various departments at MIT, processed 80 problems for solution on Whirl-
wind I. The problems are described in the Project Whirlwind Summary Reports submitied to
the Office of Naval Research and cover some 16 different fields of application. The results of
29 of the problems have been or will be included in academic theses. Inthese 29 problems,
there are represented 21 doctoral theses, 8 master's and 2 bachelor's. Twenty-five of the
problems have originated from research projects sponsored at MIT by the Office of Naval
Research.

WWI Reliability. (1 June - 24 September 1956). The following is the WWI Computer Re-
liability for the past quarter:

Total Computer Qperating Time in Hours 2572.2
Total Time Lost in Hours 32.9
Percentage Operating Time Usable 98.8
Average Uninterrupted Operating Time Between

Fallure Incidents in Hours 22.3
Total Number of Failure Incidents 114
Failure Incidents per 24 Hour Day 1.08
Average Lost Time Per Incident in Minutes 17.3
Average Preventative Maintenance Time Per

Day in Hours 2.2

High-8peed Memory. The storage facilities available at WWI include magnetic tape units,
magnetic drums, and magnetic core memory. The access time to both the tape and drum stor-
age is long in comparison to that required of the core memory. To meet these demands, the
high-speed core memory facilities have been expanded by a factor of three. The addition of
4098 registers raises the high-speed core memory complement to 6144 registers (viuch regis-
ter is composed of 17 bits). The WWI computer is designed to employ a 16 bit word in which 5
bits form the instruction and 11 bits address the desired register. Therefore, one-third of the
registers (2048) can be actively engaged {n problem solving, while the remaining two-thirds are
passive. However, through use of a new computer Instruction, change core memory fields (¢f),
it is possible to activate or deactivate any of the six core memary fields (1 fleld Is composed
of 1024 regtsters) in 20 wmicroseconds. The cf instruction provides several (lexible features in
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having computer pulses interrogate the address bits for the cf instruction to determine if any
of the following actions are to be performed:

(1) program pass control to the succeeding register or to any other register,
(2) replace a single field, both fields, or leave the field assignments unchanged.

(3) assign any of the six fields to appear as fixed addressed registers 0 - 1022 or
1024 - 2047.

To further assist WWI users in solving real time problems, the core memory access time has
been reduced from 8 to 7 microseconds.

Reorganization. Sometime this spring an IBM 704 machine will be installed in the new
MIT Computation Laboratory. At that time a new administration unit, the MIT Computation
Center, will be inaugurated. During the spring many members of the staff ¢. the present proj-
ect will transfer to the staff of the Center and by next summer, Whirlwind will be withdrawn
from general use in research and will be turned over to Project Lincoln for its full-time use.
At that time the present, ONR-sponsored, project will terminate. As part of the transfer of
activities, no part-time ONR research assistants were appointed this academic year; IBM re-
gearch assistants were appointed instead.

COMPUTING CENTERS

NAVAL PROVING GROUND, DAHLGREN, VIRGINIA

The Naval Ordnance Research Calculator (NORC) has completed orne year of three-shift
operation. During the first ten months of 1956 the machine was available 86 percent of the
scheduled operating time. Several new instructions have been added during the past quarter,
including one for reading the contents of the address modifier registers. In addition, emphasis
has been placed on improvement of input-output facilities. A contract for a high-speed cathode
ray tube printer-plotter, to be on-line with NORC, is in the final stages of negotiation. Deliv-
ery is expected one year from date of contract.

The Aiken Dahlgren Electronic Calculator (ADEC) is being maintained on ore shift for use
as needed.

The Aiken Relay Calculator (also known as the Mark [I), built by the Harvard Computation
Laboratory and delivered in 1948, is being retired after long and valuable service for the
Bureau of Ordnance.

COMPUTERS, OVERSEAS

THE ARMAC (Automatische Rekenmachine Mathematisch Centrum) - Amsterdam

The ARMAC is an automatic digital computer of medium-speed which was designed and
butlt at the Mathematical Centre at Amsterdam. The design of this macnine started in March
1955 and it was put into s rvice in June 1956,




Specifications

|

m

Genoeral:
The ARMAC 1a a fixed potnt by slectronie compter
Wordlength: 34 binary v 'w,

Positive numbers are repredented by a asro tollowed by 33 binary digite; negative numberna
aro representod by inverting sach bit of the correaponding poattive nmumber,

Inntructions are aingle-anddrens amd contain 17 bite (0 function digite and 1D addirean digita),
Two lratructions are atorad In a memory locatlon,

Arithmoetic unit:

The ARMAC (s & sorial machine. It contatna 3 arithmetic regintors, A snd 8, which may
be uaud tntorchangeably for all operations axcept multiplicatton, These reglatera vonmimt
of tlip-flops.

Division must be programmed,
No butlt-in arithmetic checka are provided,
Memory:

&. Magnetic drum with 112 tracks of 32 worde euch. These memory locationa are num-
bared from 612 to 4088. The drum ig aluminum, coated with ironoxyde and rotatea at

4800 r.p.m.

b, Immediate-access magnetic core matrix conalsting of 18 "tracks'' of 33 wordas. These
locations are numbered from 0 (o 511. At present only one "track' has been installed.
Transport instructions are provided for copying a whole track from the drum into this
fast store and vice versa.

¢. Another 32-word core matrix is used as a buffer to reduce the average time needed

for obtaining an instruction from the drum. The operation of this bulfer la Rutomatic.
Speclal instructions are provided for writing the contents uf A or 8 in a specified loca-

tion of this buffer.

Two parity digits are used to check all transfers of numbers and instructions from the
memory.

Input:
a. Photo-electric Ferranti taporeader (180 characters/second).
b. Manual decimal input is possible by means of a keyboard.

c. Manual {nput of a binary number can be accomplished hy a get of 34 toggle-switches on
the console.

Cutput :
a. IBM Electric typewriter (9 characters/second).
b. High-speed Creed Tape Punch (26 characters/second).
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VI Npoed
A Bante beguenty: cleva 100 ke /e,

b Abhort (natruetionn adkditions ote. ) 416 juee,

t M pleation: 8.4 maee,
d Traweport wtruetions: 14.0 maee,

e The tumber of performed ingtructions per sscond (s batween 1400 and 1000 depending
ol the - cuoture of the progiwin,

VII Pawer consutmption!
alren 10 kW,
Vil Qumponenta;
alout 1300 valvea and about #0000 germanium diodes,

RLLIOTT BROTHERA (LLONPON) LTD.

‘The well-known Klliott 408 Electronie Digital Computer has been modified to lnclude in-
creaded drum atormge capacity of 4978 words {38 tracka of 128 worda each exvept track 0). At
the aame time the overall atue of the computer has boen reduced.

A high-speed punch card output device ia now under develupment that will punch all col-
umns of 80 column cards, 1 column ut a time, at apeeds of 130 cards per minute. This will be
& suitable output device for all EBlllott Computera.

ISTITUTO NAZIONALK PER LK APPLICAZIONI DKL CALCOLO - ROME, ITALY

Conyniter maintenance

During the {irst year of maintenance (June 1988 - June 1086) the average weekly efficiency
of the computer was 89.1%.

The ratea of valve replacement and fault time causvs are glven helow in approximate
ligurea.

e e e -—

Type of valve | % of valve subat, Type of fault % of fault time
6ALD 8 Power supplies a3
EF48 18 Valves 17
Er80 45 Other component fail. 3
12ATT 35 Construct. fallures 3
EF8l 35 Basic waveforms h]
VC/RX/286 70 C.R.T. 19
- e - Drum 4
Input,/Output 12
Other causes 5
Unidentified causes 1

It has been noted that EF380's und 12AT7's are the types of valves which usually give most
trouble. The KF50's suffer generally from poor emission, even, sometimes, when new. The
12ATT's suffer from open circuited hoaters.
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Exportence hanm proved that elficiencion averaging between B8% and 100% can be obtained it
the handa of the englneers ave not too often inslde the computer and therefore it La better to
carry out preventive maintemance and moditications tn short and intehsive apella,

New uverflow instruction

The logie and the electroniea for a new “overtiow” inatruction were recuntly designed In
Rome and the physical circuitey was bullt in the FINAC, At pressnt the new instruction is
working and at full diaposa) of INAC mathematictans,

The OVERFLOW instruction (code 01410) {a: 'Teat the astting of the OW flip-tiop; If the
fliip-tlop la wet, tranafer control tu the Inatruction whose addroess is apecitiad and roset the OW
flip-tiop, otherwine uae the lnatruction next {n numerical order in the wasual way."

The OW tlip-tlop is set whenever one of the following events takes place:

(1) 'The result of an acdition or subtraction in the accumulator (operation codes 10000,
10001, 10100) ia not arithmetically correct (e.g.: B/// //// « B/1/ /1]~ 3771 1117,
which with the usua) convention moana 1 + 1 = -8),

() The regult uof the addition or subtraction of the multiplier's output to the previous
content of the accumulator is not arithmetically correct (operation codea 11101, 11001).

(3) The result of a multiplication (multiplier's output) is not arithmetically correct (e.g.:
/1 117/ x W) 1177 w Wit/ 7177 /777 ////, which with the usua] convention meana
1.6x 1.8 = -1,78) (operation codes 11101 and 11001).

(4) Minua 3 (1.e. a 1 in the most significant digit position of & long line followed by all 0's)
ia complemented on ita way to the accumulator or to the multiplier (operation codes
10001 and 11001): in fact the result is still -2,

(8) An excess positive shift is carried out, while the accumulator's content is different
from nought.

(6) A norma!l positive shilt is carried vut und the digits "falling out' on the left of the
accumulator'e most significant digit are not all equal to each other and to the digit in
the most significant digit position of the result.

Whenover the keys Clear All Stores or Clear Main Stores are depressed the OW flip-flop
is reaet.

When the OW flip-flop ia set a neon lamp is lit on the console.

The componenta involved in the conatruction of the new circuitry and in the modification of
the existing clrcults are the following:

30 valves (10 pentodes, 14 double triodes and 12 double dloden), 10 capacitors, 10 crystals and
140 resistors. A whole new chassis is needed.

New engineers routines

A new test, known aa SHORTEST and contained in one track, can test the drum reading out
and checking or else writing and checking 8 different patterns in any number of tracks speci-
fied on the STORE keys. Addresses of failing tracks may be printed out. The same 8 patterns
are used in a phasing routine incorporated in the same test.

A new engineers input has been deriv. .. ‘'rom WINGSTEDT'S: in the new version the direc-
tory is written automatically, according to directions set on the STORE KEYS, and the whole
drum may be filled using it. There are special facilities to use this program to test the tape
reader.
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THE PILOT DIOITAL CALCULATOR-TATA INSTITUTK OF
FUMDAMENTAL RESRARCH, BOMBAY, INDIA

As a first step in the phys:cal realisation of a full-scale electronic digital calculator, a
pilot machine has been dosigned and set up at the Tata Inatitute of Fundamental Research,
Bombay. Work on the design of the pilot calculator was {nitiated sarly in 1968 and ut the time
of writing (November, 1086) several teat-routines involving psoudo- random number sequences
have been successfully programmed on the calculator. Some of the more important design
features of the pliot muchine are given below:

Muchine Type: Pxrallel, Asynchronous, Binary (fixed binary point),

Word Lengths: 11 bits (including the sign). Numbera are stored as absolute values with sign,
restrictod to the range (-1, 1).

Menmory: A forrite-core matrix memory, with a capacity of 100 words has been wired
in the form of a 2 dimensional array with 11 rows and 100 columns. (This
memory I8 soon to be replaced by an expanded one of 256 words of 13 bita
oach, wired in the form of a 3-dimenaional array. The expandod memory is
currently being tested before incorporation itn the pllot machine.)

Orders: 4 bits are aasigned for the order code. The list of 15 built-in orders in-
cludes addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, transler, shift, store,
input, output, transfer control (conditional, unconditional) and stop.

Input - Qutput: Punched tape, currently being used with a Ferranti photo-electric tape
reader and an Olivetti reperforator (Type T3-PS8) and a page-printer.

Total Power: Approximately 10 K.W.

Size: The main part of the pilot machine - excluding the power supplies and the
input-output units - has been assembled in 4 steel racks, 7' x 8-1/2' x 2' each.

A fast, versatile logical adder has been developed. It is soon to be incorporated In the
pilot machine.

Work on the logical and engineering design of the full-scale machine is progressing.

IBM UNITED KINGDOM LONDON DATA PROCESSING CENTRE
The {irst IBM data processing Centre in the United Kingdom will be opened shortly in
London, at the head office of IBM United Kingdom. The centre will be based in the first in-

stance on a type 850 computer. This will be used to provide a computing service to science
and commerce. The installation will be under the direction of Dr. M. P. Barnett.

COMPONENTS

ELECTRODATA ELECTRONIC FILING UNIT

An "electronic filing" device—using short lengths of magnetic tape to provide compact
storage and rapid access to almost unlimited volumes of business information—has been
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announced by Burroughs' KlectroData Division. Used In conjunction with a Datatron electronic
computer, the new DATAFILE system supplies 10 times tho maximum {lle capacity of any
other data processing equipment now avallable. Each DATAFILE stores 80-million characters
In a single memory unit tho slue of an erdinary deep-freese. Up to 10 DATAFILEs can be in-
tegrated into one computer ayatem-—stretching ita memory to 300-mitllton characters.

Fifty 380-foot tapes inside each unit magnetically store the business records at hand. In-
formation ia calibrated into addressable blocks of 300 characters each. The tapes, housed in
static-free metal bins, move backward or forward over gulde-rods at 60 inches a second.

At a single program command from the computer, twin read-write heads are propelled
benecath the tapes und stop at the designated position to read or write 1 to 100 blocks of infor-
mation, at the rate of 46 milliseconds per block. The computer automatically processes the
records selected—e.g., invoices, sales commissions, Insurance policies—and restores them to
their previous locations.

Tape capacity is effactivaly doubled through the use of two parallel lanes of yix information
channels each, interlaced acroas the tape's width. This offers untque flexibility for organiz-
ing records within a single unit—serially, in parallel or at random. Tapes can be written-on
repetitively for spot-updating of information. Perforations at the end of each tape actuate a
vacuum switch which automatically stops the tape. Combined with block addressing, this pre-
vents loas of information due to tape "run-out.” DATAFILE can search its tapes independently,
leaving the computer {ree for other data processing.

Records are stored in DATAFILE in the same decimal form as used with the Datatron
computer. A built-in checking code and automatic editing process precludes transient errors,
such as those caused by dust particles.

According to ElectroData officials, orders already have been placed for over 50 DATAFILE

systems. Production at the firm's Pasadena plant will increase to 15 units per month during
1987,

LIBRASCOPE, INC., GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA

NEW EQUIPMENT. Librascope announces a Punched Tape Converter designed for read-
ing information stored on a punched paper tape and converting the information tnto electrical
signals suitable for the control and actuation of a Librascope X-Y Plotter, Model 200-A. The
converter accepts as inputs output tapes from the Electrodata and LGP-30 digital computers,
at the present time. Modifications to provide compatibility with other commercial plotters as
to Converter output are in the planning stage. Relay operated, accuracy 0.1%. A feature of
this unit is the versatility of format control; information need not be in rigid, specific form in
order to be transmitted to the plotter.

Their Punched Card Converter for the same X-Y Plotter has been re-packaged. The
Converter is relay operated, and accepts, then converts, three decimal digit and sign, two
channel] IBM punched card data to an analog form for input to the plotter. Cards can be fed
manually through IBM reading brushes singly, or read automatically at rates up to 50 cards
per minute with an accuracy of 0.1%. Operates with IBM Reproducing Punch, Type 519, and
IBM Gang Summary Punch, Type 523.

ANALOG-DIGITAL CONVERTERS (Shaft position to digital). Librascope is now making
special read-out equipment to be used with the Analog-digital converter to feed information to
Flexowriters, Clary typewriters, or punched tape and punched card converters.

LGP-30. Three companies are now working on various aspects of Librascope's General
Purpose 4096 word memory Computer, introduced in 1855. Librascope in Glendale, Calif.
continues to manufacture the LGP-30. The Royal McBee Corp. of New York is responsible for
sales and services. The Royal Precision Co., Port Chester, N. Y. maintains liaison between
the two firms.
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Recent installations of the LGP-30 huve been made ut the Californiu Institute of Technology,
Pasadona, Convair, 8an Diego, Link Aviation in New York und the Cullury Chemical Co. (n
Indiana.

LOGISTICS RESEARCH INC.

A NEW HIGH-SPRED PAPER TAPE INPUT-OUTPUT UNIT console, consisting of a 400
character per second photoelectric reader and a 80 character per second punch, makes pos-
sible an 1600 percent increase in the input speed of the ALWAC II-E Electronic Digital Com-
puting System.

This new high-apeed unit provides rapid read-in and punch-out of data on paper tape and
greatly increages the volume of productive computing time because the speed of the computer
is not delayed by slower input and output devices. The new console also increases the sys-
tem's range of applications, now extended to include unlimited storage of data (inventory, pay-
roll, personnel, sales, production and accounting records) on inexpensive paper tape.

Modular construction of the new high-speed paper tape unit permits the purchase of either
punch or reader if application doas not require both.

A new ALWAC CARD CONVERTER automatically translates alphabetically and decimaily
coded data recorded on cards into binary ''language' understood by the ALWAC Code. This
Card Converter makes possible the direct and automatic transfer of data from cards to com-
puter for processing. The processed data can then be recorded on cards or tape for storage.

RCA MEMORY UNIT

RCA has announced that a new memory, consisting basically of thin, printed plates of
special magnetic material perforated with small holes, has been devcloped by a research
group under the direction of Dr. Jan A. Rajchman. RCA believes the new device lends itself
to extremely simple molding production techniques, in contrast to the relatively complex proc--
ess of threading thousands of tiny cores onto a wire matrix to produce the magnetic core de-
vice. The small plates used in the new system are made of a special RCA-developed ferro-
magnetic material, a ceramic-like substance that can be molded in any desired size or shape,
and hardened by heating. The experimental units proZuced at the David Sarnoff Research
Center are less than an inch square and contain 256 holes, permitting the storage of 256 bits of
information in each plate. With this new plate system, the plates themselves are insulators
and the holes can be joined by conductors using the highly efficient printed circuit technique in
place of the complex storage and readout windings of the previous core system.

THE 1082-BU-7 BUFFER STORAGE UNIT-TELEMETER MAGNETICS, INC.

TELEMETER MAGNETICS, Inc. has just completed production of a new coincident-current
magnetic core storage unit. Thiu unit, the 1092-BU-7 has unique properties which make it
ideal for application as a temporary store, buffer or delay unit in data processing, computing
and automation systems. It has a capacity of up tu 1692 charactess, each of which may be up
to 7 binary digits in length. The 7 bits of each character ar.' loaded and unloaded from the
memory in parallel. The characters are introduced info the store sequentially and are imme-
diately available at the output in the sime scquence as the loading sequence. In other words,
the store has the unique feature of always teing ready to deliver the earliest stored character
regardless of whether the total number ¢f crar.(ters in the store is 1 or 1092,

The new storage unit is completely transisiorized. No vacuum tubes are employed and all
components are derated according to the best computing equipment practices so that the high-
est possible reliability is obtained. The power gupply is self contained, requiring 115 volts,
60 cycles, 2 amperes. The unit i3 extremely compact, fitting a standard relay rack apnroxi-
mately 21'" high.
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Minimum time for loading or unloading operation is 14 microseconds per character with
8 microseconds being required to switch from a loading to an unloading operation. Such switch-
ing may take place at any time in response to load and unload sync signals. There i8 no fixed
block length for either loa\ling or unloading. The unit emits a "FULL'" signal when its capacity
has been exceeded and an "EMPTY" signal after the last character has been delivered. The
available capacity can be increased beyond 1082 characters by combining 1092-BU-7 units
with the CU-7 Control Unit.

Telemeter Magnetics, Inc. continues the work of International Telemeter Corporation in
the data processing field. The company which has produced high-speed ferrite core memories
for the Rand Corporation, Ballistic Research Laboratory and Argonne National Laboratory,
among others, is currently launching a line of commercial data processing components. Among
these components are a 1,024 character buffer store and a data converter.

MEETINGS AND SEMINARS

AUTOMATIC CODING SYMPOSIUM AT FRANKLIN INSTITUTE, PHILADELPHIA

"Automatic Coding' will be the theme of digital computer symposium to be held at Franklin
Institute in Philadelphia on January 24th and 25th, 1957.

A program has been arranged that should be of wide interest to users and potential users
of modern digital computing equipment. The greater part of the two-day meeting will be given
over to lectures and discussions. However, those who attend will have time to observe a dem-
onstration of the Institute's recently completed UNIVAC Computing Center.

The lecture sessions of the Symposium will be held in the Institute’s Lecture Hall. Since
the Hall's capacity is limited, advance registration ts recommended. A registration fee of $35
will be charged to cover all sessions, UNIVAC demonstration, luncheon and dinner the first
day, luncheon the gsecond, and a copy of the Proceedings of the Symposium.

PROGRAM

"Print I - An Automatic Coding System for the IBM 705"
R. W. Bomer, International Business Machines Corp.

"Automatic Coding Experience at the.General Electric Company's UNIVAC Installation in
Louisville"
Richard M. Peterson, Major Appliance Div., G. E. Company

"Debugging Automatic Coding'
Charles Katz, Remington Rand UNIVAC Div., Sperry Rand Corp.

""Omnicode, A Common Language Programming System'
R. C. McGee, Automatic Programming, G. E. Company (Richland, Wn.)

"A Mathematical Language Compiler"
A. J. Perlis, Computation Center, Carnegie Inst. of Technology

"The Procedure Translator, A System of Automatic Programming"
H. H. Kinzler, Electronic Installations, Metropolitan Life Ins. Co.
Mr. Moskowitz, Electronic Research Bur., Metropolitan Life [ns. Co.

"A Mechanized Approach to Automatic Coding"
E. C. Yowell, National Cash Register Company
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"A Matrix Compiler for UNIVAC"
L. C. McGinn, Analyais Section, Franklin Institute Labs.

For further details, write: Automatic Coding Symposium, Franklin Institute, 20th and
Parkway, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. Or telephone LOcust 4- 3600, Extension 282.

PURDUE UNIVERSITY - LAFAYETTE, INDIANA
SYMPOSIUM

An advanced symposium on digital computer research was held at Purdue University
Thursgday and Friday, November 8 and 9.

The morning of November 8, Dr. Paul Brock, head of Purdue's Computer Laboratory,
chaired a program in which the following addresses were made: "The Role of a University in
an Industrial Society," by Dr. C. F. Kossack, head of the Purdue Mathematics Department;

"On Ad.:inistration of Research," by Dr. R. A. Morgen, assistant to the Purdue president for
research and research director of the Purdue Research Foundation; and '"Report on the Purdue
Computer Research Program,” by Dr. Brock.

That afternoon, Dr. Irving Burr of the Purdue Mathematics Department chaired the second
sesslon, at which Dr. P. O. Dwyer, of the University of Michigan, discussed "Some Modern
Linear Techniques in Practical Problems,' and Dr. S. N. Alexander of the National Bureau of
Standards talked on "Re-evaluvation of Computing Equipment Needs."

The morning of November 9, wi.der the chairmanship of Dr. Robert M. Baer of the Purdue
Mathematics Department, Dr. John W. Mauchly, of Sperry Rand Corp. discussed "Information
Retrieval."”

In the afternoon, two sessions were held. The first, a round-table on operational proce-
dures, was under the direction of Dr. Alan Perlis, formerly of the Purdue faculty and now of
Carnegie Tech. The second session, a round-table on equipment maintenance procedures, was
chaired by Dr. John R. Clark, also a former Purdue staff member, now associated with Farns-
worth Electronics Company.

A select group of leaders in the computer research field was present at the symposium.

COMFPUTER LECTURES. Industry, government and education today are relying so much on
digital computers of all kinds that there is a serious shortage of personnel trained to handle
these complicated electronic machines. In addition, there are so many different makes and
models of compuicrs that no one university can introduce its graduate students in statistics to
all of them right on the campus.

Purdue University has come up with an idea aimed at solving this problem. Starting
Tuesday, Oct. 23, representatives of nine different companies manufacturing digital computers
have been coming to the campus to describe 17 different machines.

Companies represented include Remington-Rand, Inc., International Business Machines,
Inc., Radio Corp. of America, Underwood Corp., General Electric Co., Bendix Aviation Corp.,
Royal Precision Corp., Litton Industries, and North American Aviation. The machines to be
described include Univac, Ramac, Univac Scientific, IBM 650, Bizmac, Elecom, Erma, G-15,
LGP-30, DBA and Recomp.

The introductory lecture in the series was given Tuesday, Oct. 23, by Prof. Paul Brock,
head of Purdue's Computer Laboratory. The seminar will conclude with a discussion of ad-
vanced coding techniques on May 2, 1957, and a summary by Professor Brock on May 16.
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UNDERWOOD CORPORATION, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK

EXECUTIVE SEMINARS—An Autumn series of Executive Seminars on the ELECOM 125
System has been announced by Underwood- ELECOM.

Featuring a new two-and-one-half-day format, the seminar-type discussion groups are
aimed at informing intermediate and high-level management about the essentials of the ELE-
COM 125 System. The opening session covers an overall description of the ELECOM 125 Sys-
tem and the analysis of a typical application. Following this introduction, the next session is
devoted to an analysis of applications from the floor. The windup session features a descrip-
tion and discuseion of the ELECOM 50 Electronic Accounting Machine and the Underwood
Dataflo System.

The initial seminar held in New York City featured applications from the group dealing
with inventory and accounts receivable, aircraft production control, accounts receivable for a
factoring organization and sales cost accounting.

Future Executive Seminars will be held in:

Denver January 9-11
Toronto January 23-25
Houston February 13-15
Chicago March 138-15
Washington April 10-12
New York  May 8-10

To acquaint members of the public utilities, ingurance, and brokerage and banking profes-
sions with the capabilities of the ELECOM 125 System for business data-processing in their
particular fields, ELECOM will hold a series of special seminars covering applications in
these industries.

The first of these five-day seminars will be devoted to the public utilities industry and is
scheduled to be held at the Underwood- ELECOM Data Processing Center in New York City,
January 28-February 1, 1957. An insurance seminar is tentatively set for the end of March
1957, with a brokerage and banking session scheduled for the end of May 1857.

A special feature of these meetings will be the actual running of programmed applications
peculiar to the industry under consideration on the ELECOM 125 System installed at the Data-
Processing Center.

Attendance at ELECOM Executive Seminars is by invitation. For details on enrollment
contact Clarence M. 8idlo, Training Director, Underwood Corporation, Electronic Computer
Division, 35-10 36th Avenue, Long Island City 6, New York.

MISCELLANEOUS

IRE SUBCOMMITTEE ON DIGITAL COMPUTER LOGICAL AND
BLCCK DIAGRAM SYMBOLS

The Institute of Radio Engineers has undertaken the job of recommending standards for
digital computer block diagram symbols. The IRE Technical Committee 8 on Electronic Com-
puters has established a SUBCOMMITTEE 8.9 ON DIGITAL COMPUTER LOGICAL AND
BLOCK DIAGRAM SYMBOLS. This group has been in operation since early this year.

To extend the area of representation beyond its membership, the sub-committee is select-

ing a limited number of correspondents who represent manufacturers, government agencies,
and universities. These correspondents. although they do not ordinarily attend mettings,
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receive copies of all subcommittee papers including minutes of meetings and copies of all pro-
posals. They are expected to voice their opinions and provide a check upon committee deci-
sions. In this way the subcommittee expects to ensure that its decisions receive adequate

review throughout the industry.

The subcommittee will also be pleased to establish contact with cther interested parties
and to receive suggestions or copies of existing companies standards. Communications may
be addressed to the chairmaa at IRE Headquarters, 1 East 79 Street, in New York City.

Membership of the subcominittee is as follows:
G. W. Patterson, Chairman
The Moore School of Electrical Engineering
University of Pennsylvania

J. 8. Murphy, Vice Chairman
ElectreData Division, Burroughs Corp.

C. F. Lee, Secretary
Remington Rand Univac, Philadelphia

M. P. Marcus
International Business Machines Corp. Endicott

R. P. Mayer
Lincoln Laboratories, MIT

R. J. Nelson
Case Institute of Technology

A. J. Neumann
Office of Naval Research

J. J. O'Farrell, IBM
Representing ASA Subcommittee Y14.15

G. E. Poorte
Radio Corporation of America

IBM - EDPM INSTALLATIONS

International Business Machines Corporation has installed, approximately as of date, the
following quantities of Intermediate and large- acale electronic data processing machines:

Type 650 MDDPM 486

Type 701 EDPM 16
. Type 703 EDPM 14
Type 704 EDPM 30
Type 7086 EDPM 1)

Under the Educationa) Contribution Plan of IBM, by which educational institutions may
under certain circumstances receive as a contribution a major portion of the usual monthly
machine charge, the {following schools have received Type 6508
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University of Wisconsin Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Stanford University University of Michigan

Wayne University Georgila Institute of Technology
North Carolina State College Ohio State University

Cornell University University of Indiana
University of Rochester University of Washington

Carnegie Institute of Technology

In addition to these, 14 schools have Type 650s on order under this plan. Schools which
have ordered large-scale IBM machines under this plan are Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (704), and UCLA (705).

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORP., NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Dr. Emanuel R. Piore has joined International Business Machines Corporation as director
of research.

Dr. Plore was formerly chief scientist of the Office of Naval Research. His most recent
post was research vice president for AVCO Manufacturing Corporation where he was engaged
mainly in the direction of scientific programs. He remains a consultant for that firm.

At IBM, Dr. Piore will head a company-wide research effort presently being carried on in
laboratories located in New York and California and in Zurich, Switzerland. His headquarters
will be in New York City.

NAVY—-BUREAU OF ORDNANCE, DATA PROCESSING ANALYSIS BRANCH

The Bureau of Ordnance has established the Data Processing Analysis Branch (Code AdB),
the functions of which are to develop and administer throughout the Naval Ordnance Establish-
ment a flexible data processing program encompassing management problems in the field of
logiatics, excluding scientific applications. Heading this Branch is Capt. V. H. Conradt-
Eberlin USNR. Mr. Ed Roberts, who recently headed EXOS Data Processing Branch of the
Administrative Office of the Navy Dept. is Assistant Branch Head. Mr. B. Griffis heads the
Automated Systems Analysis and Training Section.

Analyst-Programmers assigned include both Clvilian and Military personnel.

The Bureau's first Electronic data processing machine application is in the Expendables
area, a major logistical problem covering the field of ammunition.

OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH, WASHINGTON, D. C.

The Office of Naval Research, Information Systems Branch (Code 437) continues to expand
its activities in the Computer and Information Theory Fleld. The Branch now consists of, Dr.
Marshall C. Yovits, Head, and Mr. Gordon D. Goldstein, Program Officer.

Mr. Albrecht J. Neumann, formerly in the branch has assumed new duties with ONR's
Otfice of the Development Coordinator, Navy. His Code (823) is primarily concerned with
Navy wide coordination of the Research and Development program in the fleld of electronic
computers and data handling.

Dr. Yovits was formerly a member of ONR'a Electrontc Branch, and Mr. Goldstein was
formerly with the David Taylor Model Basin's, Applied Mathematics Laboratory,

Bffective with this 1ssue of the NEWSLETTER, Mr. Gordon Goldstein and Mr. A, Neumann
will act as joint editors. All communications should be addressed tu Code 437.
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The Pratt & Whitney Division of the United Alrcraft Corporation, East Hartford, Conn.,
has awarded a contract to Fischer & Porter Co., Hatboro, Pa., for an Automatic Data Reduc-
tion System for use in its engine test cells at the Willgoos Gas Turbine Laboratory at East
Hartford. This contract represents the largest single undertaking of its kind in the industry to
date. Scheduled installation is summer of 1957.

The system will be capable of digitally recording pressure, temperature, flow, speed and
miscellaneous parameters from a number of test cells simultaneously. The record will be
automatically typed on a digital log sheet and also punched on IBM tabulating cards. Raw data
will thus be immediately available for insertion into a digital computer test analysis.

Accurate recording of large numbers of pressures has long been a major problem asso-
ciated with the testing of aircraft engines, engine components and airframes. Manual reading
of manometer boards has proven to be (ime-consuming, costly, and of questionable accuracy.
Photographing manometer boards offered an advantage in that all manometers were '"'read"
simultanecusly, but otherwise suffered all disadvantages previously mentioned.

Early data reduction techniques employed individual transducers for each pressure point,
but this required continual extensive calibrations. Swiiching small groups of transducers be-
tween various pressure lines reduced the number of transducers required but introduced un-
acceptable pressure lags through the pneumatic lines from components being tested.

The Fischer & Porter multiple pressure measuring system "'reads’ all pneumatic signals
simultaneously, employlng a single, high-accuracy transducer which converts pneumatic sig-
nals directly to digital form. This transducer has an accuracy of 0.05% of full scale, permit-
ting the system to handle wide bands of pressures in each range. The system is continuously
of self-checking. Unitized constructions and special testing circuits with indicating lamps
simplify maintenance. Thermocouple and other electrical signals will be handled in a manner
similar to the pressure section; many components and plug-in chassis will be interchangeable.

TELEMETER MAGNETICS, INC., LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

During September and October, TELEMETER MAGNETICS, Inc. delivered two magaetic-
core memories; one to Patrick Air Force Base in Florida, and the other to the Weizmann
Ingtitute of Science in Israel.

Both mmemories store 4096 words. The memory for Weizmann operates in a parallel mode;
the one for Patrick, in a parallel-serial mode,

UNDERWOOD CORPORATION - LONG I[SLAND CITY, NEW YORK

DELIVERY OF SANDIA AND TEXAS MACHINES - - - Since last summer, Underwood
ELECOM has delivered to customers its second ELECOM 125 Computer and its first ELECOM
120A Computer of the current production schedule.

The ELECOM 125 was shipped to the Sandia Corporation at Albuquerque, New Mexico, and
represents the second ELECOM shipped to Sandia in the last six months.

The ELECOM 170A was deilvered to the Texas Company at Houston, Texas. The machine,
a scientific conputer similar to its commercial counterpart used in the ELECOM 125 System,
is ecuipped for base-register and floating-decimal operation and will be used for calculations
attendant geophysical oil exploration. Acceptance of the ELECOM 120A by the Texas Company
was based on two eight-hour periods of automatically programmed machine operation and four
hours of magnetic-tape operatton. During the machine-test periods, eack instruction order the
computer was bullt to perform was successively tested and verified by a typeout on the super-
visory control typewriter. Similarly, tape-handling instruction orders were used to check the
operation of the tape units proper, as well as the assoclated tape-control circuitry tn the
computer.
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KELECOM 80 FILM STRIP -A (il ateip with cound naveation on the KLECOM B Rleot ront
Business Data-Procesaing Computer was tecently releaaod by Underwood Qorporation,

Croeuted to toll the story of the KLECOM 80 in eaay-to-undeeatand language, the (ilm atrip
i{llustrates how Underwond KELKCOM han combinoed the techniquens of electronie digital compu-
tation and Integrated datu procensing to produce a fust, ofticiont, low-cont slectionie business
data-processing computer which (n a aingle opsration can compute, vecord, analyae, and report,

The film atrip should be of conalderable Interent to usiness and profesastonal groups con
cerned with the application of computers and integrated data processing to such everyday ac-
counting procedures aa payroll, salos and cost analyais, inventory control and rotail aalea
audit to mentlon a few,

Not only will Underwood make the film strip and sound narvation avatlable tu itereatod
groups, but it will also provide trained personnel to dincune the KLEKCOM B0 at greater length
with the group.

Also included in the {im strip e a brief description of several of Underwood Corporation'a
new Dataflo components which are bullding blocks for Underwood Integrated data- processing
systems.

Further information on the film strip or apeaker can be obtatred by writing dizect to My,
C. 8. Saltzman, Salea Manager, ELECOM 50 and Integraied Data Processing, Underwood Cor-
poration, 1 Park Avenue, New York 18, New York.

ELECOM 128 ELECTION PREDICTION—~As Ita first official asaignment Underwood
ELECOM's new ELECOM 1326 System succesefully prodicted the outcome of the preaidential
€lection, Election Day, November 6, bhefore an audience of twonty millton Americans over
ABC's combined televiaston and radio network. In ita innugural appoarance at the new Under-
wood Data- Procegsing Center at Underwood Headquarters, One Purk Avenue, New York City,
the ELECOM 126 mad. its initlal prediction at 8:05 P.M. when it forecast a lundslide for
President Elsenhower and "less than 100 vlectoral votes for Stevenson," on the basia of a
popular vote of 800,000.

The Computer later predicted 71 electoral votes for Stevenson at 9:08 P. M. compared to
the final total of 74 whici. Mr. Stevenson received. Computer programa for the Kloction Night
predictions were by Louls Bean, well-known political analyat, and Dr. Leon Nemerever, Chiel
of ELECOM's Frogramming Department.

Stalistics on past presidential elections dating back to 1818 were analysed and {ed into the
Computer. On Election Night, Teletype returns of the 1956 populur vote received at the Data
Processing Center were evaluated and programmed into the computer, and on the basia of a
comparison of this information with the previously stored data on previous vlections, the com-
puter made its early but extremely accurate electoral-vote prediction,

After a night of errorless trouble-free performance, the ELECOM 125's parting printout
at 2:35 A.M. for its nationwide television and radio audience was "I've racked by electronic
brain and still say 71 electoral votes for Stevenson."

ELECOM FORMS FIELD SERVICE DEPARTMENT - Formation of a new Fieid Service
Department to maintain ELECOM computing systems In the {icld was recently announced by
Underwood Cerporation's Electronic Computer Division.

The new department has been organized primartly to provide tralned field-service repre-
sentatives to maintain ELECOM electronic digital computing systems, such as the ELECOM
125, at existing and future installationa. Contractually required for all leased equipment, the
service will also be available to purchasers of ELECOM data-processing systems.

During and immediately after a nominal nine-month training course, the typical field-

service representative will spend time debugging and testing all or portions of the machine to
which he will be assigned in the fleld. Toward completion of machine testing, the fleld-service
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repreasiative will inapect the customer's installation site for adequate power and air-
vonditioning factittien,

After inatallation of the ELECOOM data: processing aysiem has been compieted, the aervice
reproasniative will take vharge of the squipment and run the cuatomer's acceptance teat,

In order (v adequately cover every posgible phane of maintenance seivice to ELECOM
electroniv business data-proceasing syatems, it (e planied to locate not one but two tleld-
asrvice repressitatives al each customer's inatalluntion. One man will be an “expert” on the
contral computer. while the other will be a data file provessor spacialist. Nowever, both men
wil} be qualitied to maintain any jart of the ontire System.

As a heceppary adjunct (o the operation of the customer service teamn, KLLECOM will pro-
vide r:‘l.odlo auparviaory viaite al sach (natallntion to sssure continued high maintenance
alan .

On-oall conaulting aervice will be avatlable to purchasers of ELECOM aystema who maln-
tain thelr own squipment for the purpose nf maintenanve (nspection, squipment madification, or
other purposes. ‘This gervice will alan be avallable to leasors.

CONTRIBUTIONE FOR DIOITAL COMPUTER NEWSLETTER

The NEWSLETTER ia published four (imes a year on the firet of January, April, July and
October and material ahould be in the hands of the editor at least one month before the publi-
cation date in order to be included in that taave.

The NEWALETTRR (s ciroulated to all interested military and government agencies, and
the contractors of the Federal Government. In addition, it is being reprinted in the Journal of
the Asacciation for Computing Machinery.

Communications ahould be addresssd to:
Gordon D. Goldsteln, Editor
Digital Computer Nowslatter

Qtfice of Naval Reaearch
Washington 38, D. C.




