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SUBJECT: PRESILENTIAL LETTER ON AFGHANI STAN

1. ENTIRE TEXT IS SECRET. f:Lﬁe

2. POST SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONVEY LETTER IN PARA 3 FROM
PRESIDENT REAGAN TC PRIME MINISTFR CANDHI. NO SIGYEL
ORIGINAL WILL FOLLOW.

3. PBEGIN TIXT:
DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER:

--  WHEN YOU VISITED WASHINGTON IN JUNZ 18€5, CUR
DISCUSSIONS MARKED A NTW STEP FCRWART IN RELATIONS EETWETM
THE U.S. ANT INTIA. %E BOTH RESOLVEL TO MAXE THE MCST
OF THY OPPORTUNITY TO SEEK FURTHER PROGRFSS. THURE
ARE MANY WAYS TC IC SC, AND OUR GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES
HAVE BEEN HARD AT WCRRK TCWARD THIS GOAL. YET, I ALSQ
THINX THAT REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE CN IMPCRTANT ISSU=E
BETWEEN THE TWC OF US IS ESSENTIAL. IT IS ¥ITH THIS
THOUGHT IN MIND THAT I AM WRITING TC YOU NCa ON TwC
SUBJECTS: AFGHANISTAN AND U.S. SECTTRITY ASSISTANCE
TO PAXISTAN.

--  YOUR CONTACTS WITE THE SOVIETS ON THE AFCHAN PROPLEM
AFTER YOUR VISIT TC WASHINGTON LAST YEAR WERE MOST WELCCMF.
YOUR REMARYS IN HARARE THAT YOU WISHED AN END TO INTER-
VENTION AND INTERFERENCE IN AFGHAMISTAN EY ALL PARTIES
INDICATES YOUR CONTINUING CONCZFN WITH THIS IMPCRTANT
PROBLEM. 1 BELIEVE YCUR UPCOMING DISCUSSIONS WITH THE
GENERAL SFCRETARY CCULD EELP TO ADVANCE TEE PRCUESS TOWARD
A SETTLEMENT AND BCPE YQOU FIND OCCASICNY TC FAISE THE ISEUS,

--  IN REPEATED COMVERSATIONS WITH TEE SCVIETS THIS YEAR,
WE HAVE MADE CLEAR TO THEM OUR INTEREST IN A CCMPREHENSIVE
- SETTLEMENT CF THE AFGEANISTAN CRISIS. A MILITARY SOLUTICN
1S SIMPLY NOT POSSIBLE. WE DO NOT SEEX "TO BLEED THE
SOVIETS IN AFGEANISTAN BY PRCLONGING THE WAE. WE HAVE NC
DESIGNS ON AFGEAN TEPRITORY AND RECOGNIZE SOVIET INTERESTS
IN A SECURE SOUTHERN BORDER JUST AS WE RECOGNIZE AFGHAN
DESIRES FOR SYLF-DETERMINATION. WE HAVE INDICATED OUR
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JWILLINGNESS TO SERVE AS A GUARANTOR OF A COMPRFAENSIVE
SETTLEMENT. QUR CBJECTIVE IS CLEAR, NAMELY TO RESTORL
AFGHANLSTAN’S NCN=-ALIGNMENT INTEPENTENCE AND TEREITCRIAT
I T%&EIT? THRGUGH THE PROMPT AND COMPLETE JITHDRAWAL Y

~-  OUR RESUMED ARMS SALES RELATIONCHIF WITH PALISTAN, AS

. YOU KNOW, IS TIRECTLY AFFECTED BY ESCALATING SOVIET

MILITARY ACTICN IN AFGRANISTAN ANT A CCRPESPONDING
INCREASE IN MILITARY PRESSURE ON PA7ISTAN. SGVIET AND
REGIME CROSS-BCRDFR VIOLATIONS OF PAYISTANI AIRSPALE AND
TERRITORY EAVE INCREASED BY 1524 PER CENT CVER LAZT YEAR,
WITH A TOTAL CP 65@ INCURSICONS ALRLADY THIS Y3AR. TFId
PROVCCATIVE ACTION HAS IN TURN STIMULATED PAXISTAMI
INTEREST IN AN ENHANCED FARLY WARNIKG CAPASTLIZY CN ITS
- R. ! EC1S S HAVE BEEN MADE AS T°0
WHAT MIX OF SYSTEMS WCULD BEST SUIT FAYISTAN’S NEELS,
RUT LET MF ASSURE YCU WE WILL KFEP IN MIND YOUR GCVERK-
MENT’S CONCERNS AS WE MOVE TC A DECISICN ON THIS.

i

== QUITE OBRVIOUSLY, THE PROMPT AND COMFLETE WITEDRAWAL TF
SOVIET TROOPS FROM AFGHANISTAN IS IN THE IMTERESTS CF TFC
ENTIRE REGION, INCLUDING INDIA —= AN INTFREST STRCNGLY
SHARED BY THF UNITED STATRS. I BEELIEVE THAT A PCLITICAL
A REALISTIC TIMETABLE FCOR WITHDRAVWAL. THY CUZREMT SCVIERT
PROPOSAL OF A THREE TC rOUR YEAR TIMEFRAME IS UNTEVARLE
AND APPEARS DESIGNED TO LEGITIMIZE A PROIONAED GCCUFATICN
AND TO ACEIRVE A THINLY-CLOAYZD MILITARY SOLUTION. TOAT
THE SOVIETS BHAVE NOT YET PUT ASIDE FCPES FOR A M;lITAFY
SOLUTION 1S SUGGESTFED BY THEIR PHCONY “WITHDRAWAL OF LAST
MONTH. AS YOU XNOW, SOVIET UNITS WERE INTRADUCTED FOR TEE
SOLE PURPOSE OF WITHDRAWING THIM IN FRCONT CF T=E CAMERAS.

= CURRENTLY, THE UN-SPCNSORED NEGOTIATIONS ARE STALZ-
MATED OVER THY LENGTH CF THE SOVIET #ITHLRAWAL TIMETATLE,
THE LAST ROUND CF TALKS IN AUGUST PRODUCED NO FCRWARD
MOVEMENT ON THIS KEY ISSUF AND NO SUESECUENT RCUNL EAS

PEEN SCHELULEL. I URGE YCU TC USE fQUR TALYS WITH TH2
GENFRAL SECRETARY TO oCUSS THE NEED T 1ASTE }
0F TRIS 1550F WRICH IS OF SUCH GRFAT CONGERN Te _PRODIE.

=

WARM REGARIS,
RONALD REAGAN  END TFXT,
4, XABUL MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. WHITEHEAD
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