(X

I T s e e e T e GG TRTCATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM:
" FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE
@ DATE D5-04-2017 BY: FH4MIAKAZ

7/8/176
I
TELETYPE ' PRIORITY-URGENT  REASON:
TO: DIRECTOR NR, -08

FROM: LEGAT, BUENOS AIRES (109-2) (109-103)
SECRET | |
FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS-ARGENTINA; IS-ARGENTINA; ARGENTINE
TERRORIST ACTIVITIES; FPM-ARGENTINA.

DURING THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF JULY 4, 1976, THREE
ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS AND TWO SEMINARIANS WERE BRUTALLY
MQ%QEBED IN THE nmcrong OF ST. PATRICK'S CHURCH IN BELGRANO,
BUENOS AIRES FEDERAL CAPITAL. INITIAL REPORTS INDICATED
THAT A MESSAGE HAD BEEN SCRAVLED ON A DOOR IN CHALK TO
THE EFFECT THAT THE CLERGYMENHAD BEEN ASSASSINATED IN
RETALIATION FOR THE TERRORIST BOMB ATTACK -AGAINST THE :
FEDERAL POLICE OF ARGENTINA (FPA) DEPARTMENT OF FEDERAL
SECURITY (DFS) HEADQUARTERS ON JULY 2, 1976, WHICH AS OF
JULY. 8, 1976, CLAIMED 21 LIVES. THERE WAS WIDESPRERD
SPECULATIS’ THAT THE AUTHORS OF THE ASSASSINATION OF THE
CLERGYMEN ‘HAY HAVE BEEN MEMBERS OF THE ARGENTINE SECURITY
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FORCES CARRYING OUT RETALIATION FOR THE JULY 2, 1976 FPA DFS(E§>@§
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HEA]PUARTERS BOMBING OR LEFTIST TERRORISTS WHO ASSASSINATED

THE CLERGYMEN IN ORDER TO MAKE IT APPEAR THAT THE ARGENTINE

! I .
MILfTARY GOVERNMENT WAS RESPONSIBLE, THEREBY DISCREDITING

THE GOVERNMENT (}{)({)

| ON JULY 7, 1976, INFORMATION WAS PASSED TO THE u..S.

|
EMBASSY, BUENOS AIRES FROM AN EXTREMELY SENSITIVE SOURCE

WHICH INDICATED THAT THE FIVE CLERGYMEN HAD BEEN ASSASSINATED

BY AFUNIT OF THE ARGENTINE ARMY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

(AAIS)

ﬁ . -
WHO DISCOVERED THAT THE CLERGYMEN HAD BEEN HARBORING
» , ,

MONTbNERO GUERRILLA LEADER MARIO EDUARDO FIRMENICH.

INFORMA -

T;ONVWAS ALSO PASSED TO THE U. S, EMBASSY BY THIS SAME

SOURCE INDICATING THAT THE AAIS HAD ALSO MURDE’RED THREE

'ROMAN CATHOLIC NUNS WHO HAD FACILITATED FIRMENICH'S ESCAPE

FROMVST PATRICK'S ON JULY 4, 1976, (?E;

INFORMATION (}g}

|

‘; ON JULY 7, 1976 A CONFIDENTIAL BOURCE ABROAD WHO IS
A RANKING OFFICER OF THE FPA DFS, PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING

VAFTER THE JULY 2, 1976 MONTONERO™ GUERRILLA "ORGANIZATION
BOMBING OF FPA DFS HEADQUARTERS NUMEROUS FPA OFFICERS
EMBAI}KED UPON ACTIVITIES TO RETALIATE AGAINSI' THE TERRORIST @ i
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 TARGET FOR THE JULY 2, 1976 BOMBING WHEREIN MANY OF THEIR
FRIENDS WERE KILLED AND MAIMED. A GROUP OF SIX FPA NON-
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS HAD INFCRMATION INDICATING THAT TWO
SEMINARIANS ATTACHED TO ST. PATRICK'S pt_misa IN BELGRANO
WERE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES AT THE
OFFICE OF THE THIRD WORLD MOVEMENT LOCATED A FEW BLOCKS
FROM s'r PATRICK'S cmmcn@

'mn THIRD WORLD MOVEMENT IS CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE
mnxxsw-omm'mn.

THESE SIX FPA NON-COMMISSIONED ormcms WITHOUT ANY
HIGHER AUTHORITY, DECIDED TO CARRY OUT A RETALIATORY ATTACK
AGAINST THE TWO SEMINARIANS, WHICH RESULTED IN THE JULY
4, 1976 MURDER OF THE THREE PRIESTS AND TWO SEMINARIANS.

IT WAS EMPHASIZED THAT THE ASSASSINATION OF THE CLERGYMEN
WAS CARRIED OUT WITHOUT ANY SANCTION OR AUTHGRITY OF FPA

SUPERIOR OFFICERS OR ANY ENTITY OF THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT. (@gm

INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ASSASSINATION OF THREE
NUNS PROVIDED TO THE U. S. EMBASSY ON JULY 7, 1976, AS NOTED
ABOVE, ‘IS COMPLETELY ERRONEOUS, IT BEING NOTED THAT NO
CATHOLIC NUNS WERE ASSASSINATED OR MISSING DURING THE
PERTINENT PERIOD. }{ m
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e p—— HIS PERSONAL OPINION THAT
INFORMATION PASSED TO THE U. S, EMBASSY ON JULY 7, 1976 WAS
PROBABLY A MISGUIDED EFFORT TO MISINFORM U; 8. EMBASSY
REGARDING THE ALLEGED PRESENCE OF A RANKING TERRORIST LEADER
AT ST. PATRICK'S PARIGH IN ORDER TO GET SOME JUSTIFICATION
TO THE ATROCIOUS MURDER OF THE FIVE CLERGYMEN ON JULY 4, 1976.(%) )

ADMINISTRATIVE, . EXRETX THE SOURCE 1S COMISARIO MAYOR
CARLOS VICENTE MARCOTE, ACTING DIRECTOR, FPA oFs. (3§ 1

COORDINATED LOCALLY.

THE POREGOING INFORMATION WAS PERSONALLY DISCUSEED
WITH XHE AMBASSADOR HILL, WHO WAS DEEPLY DISTURBED AT ITS
CONTENT. INFORMATION PROVIDED TO THE U.S. EMBASSY DURING
THE MORNING OF JULY 7, 1976, REFERRED TO ABOVE, WAS ALLEGEDLY
MADE AVAILABLE TO THE EMBASSY'S SECURITY OFFICER BY A MEMBER
OF PRESIDENT VIDELA'S PRESS OFFICE., DURING THE MORNING OF

- JULY 8, 1976, THE AMBASSADOR ADVISED ME THAT HE WAS VISITED

BY THE- PAPAL NUNCIO, WHO CONFIRMED THAT THE STORY tONCERNtNG THE
THREE NUNS HAVING BEEN ASSASSINATED IS COMPLETELY WITHOUT @
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FOUNDATION, AS WELL AS THE ALLEGATION THAT MARIO FIRMENICH

'WAS BEING HARBORED AT ST, PATRICK'S PARISH. THE PAPAL NUNCIO
Tonb THE AMBASSADOR THAT ONE OF THE TWO ASSASSINATED SEMINARIANS
DEFINITELY HAD QUESfIQNABLE CONNECTIONS AND THAT THE ROMAN
CATHOLIC HIERARCHY IN ARGENTINA, INCLUDING CARDINAL ARAMBURU,
WERE CONVINCED THAT THE MOTIVATION FOR THE ASSASSINATION OF

THE FIVE CLERGYMEN ON JULY 4, 1976 WAS POLICE RETALIATION

FOR THE JULY 2, 1976 FPA DFS BOMBING. 9y

_ INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ALLEGED HARBORING OF MARIO

FIRMENICH BY THE ASSASSINATED CLERGYMEN AT ST. PATRICK'S E PARISH

AND ERRONEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MURDER OF THREE
CATHOLIC NUNS WAS REPORTED BY THE U. S. EMBASSY IN BUENOS
AIRE$ IN A U. S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE TELEGRAM ON JULY 7, 1976,
THIS U. S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE TELEGRAM WAS HIGHLY CLASSIFIED AND
WAS ﬁESTRICTED FROM SORMAL DISTRIBUTION AND mSSIs“.ne!11~IA'1'10N.(.:';QmI
END
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