










Document 16A TRANSCRIPTION:  
 
PAGE 1: Text of announcement  
 
[Elsey comment] This was so well kept a secret that I knew nothing of it until the announcement 
was made at 11 a.m. this date. 
 
PAGE 2: “Notes on Interviews with the President”  
 
PAGE 3:  
 
[Struck-through text] 
 
28th August 
Souers reported that naval aviation had dis. unusual particles of plutonium in air off Kamchatka 
Peninsula   
 
About one week later, Steve Early asked about “dust storm” at cabinet meeting.   
 
[End of strike-through] 
 
About 10 days ago, Johnson, Bradley, Early, Souers came to Blair House about 3:00pm, told 
Pres. particles had been picked up in Canada & Scotland.  Scientists who analyzed sure of atomic 
explosion. 
 
British & Canadian (in town) were informed. 
 
Military wanted instant release. 
 
PAGE 4: 
 
British had told us 18th Sept. they wanted [to] devalue the £  
 
Pres. held it up 2 shocks too much & Pres. held it up, because he wanted to be sure  
 
AEC wanted to tell Joint Committee – Pres. vetoed – it was a  
“military defense” matter  
 
After Cripps announced on 18th £ and the flurry settled down, HST decided OK. 
 



Thurs. – HST sent for McMahon & Hickenlooper.  He told McMahon; told him to tell 
Committee 
 
Fri. – HST told Cabinet – only Acheson & Johnson had been in on it, although Snyder had been 
told  
 
PAGE 5: 
 
[Repeated Text] 
Snyder had been told  
 
Cabinet discussion agreed on immediate release at 11:00. 
 
N.S.C did not take it up.  
 
C.I.A coordinated all info & reported them thru Souers. 
 
Early & Webb thoroughly informed o/ all steps 
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