
The National Archives' reference CAB 128/75/1

© Crown Copyright

·rH l:: u Nl'r El.D 
KTNODO~l 
STR.A1'EG1C 
N'l.T.C L!i..A.11"­

. TER.REN'l' 

Pr.evlous 
llclct'en<le, 
CC(BOJ .19th 
Coitc:.Ju,do~a. 
M±nl,lt!> i 

• 

Copy :No. f oil~ c:i<>p1es 

TOP S!::CR.Err 

lliOST CONl:'U):£N't'lM. RECORD 
TO 

CC(Sl) 2-.sid CONC t..USlONS 

Tlil: PRD.(8 ?.1lN1S'l'B1t ,, ... -id I.hat, a11 Ulll c~w11.et would. !'eenll, f.hl! 
dcci1,non t o ac:q1;u.r<i 'J'uir;lel:llt liO ~-eplac<J Polilri.i. a11 dre !Jx.ltcd I-:ingdQm 
111.i:.,t.ogic l'lticlear duicrbent IJ.:ttl be1e~..nnou.o.ce.d Lo. Jul y 1980, 
folio~ ,lgTC<Une.ut whh tlte c ... rlcT A..drnJm bf)·;;;;t;io-n. The ;i.,cL.jon 
wa.a uo adupt tl,u Am I rl e;in 11'ridl!!nt: qc-i) ml.nsU~ 10 b~ ell r:r1.-d in a 
n11w Bl'iti1b 11tjJ1ma:rint! ·bn&ud clo11tdy on Cl'lt! • ..\n-1!-rl.:il.n )iiulmmrinea 
cu rre.ol!l.1· curx-yir,g l?ti li~don and C•i ml 1uu le: s. Sanco then 1.b.e 
>J!lnl11 lry ol Dt~Icnco l:lii.cJ c:a r.l'il'd forw<1r<l ihe l ,•alm.ia! 1uW. Jinnnct.u 
• 111d1= ou the J>t'ojccf whi<:h we re onj:y pqsl!illle ... C1er tltc -dc clsio11 
hAd b~oh nmdu pt1blie. In Ocaoh1u1 I ?8l Pr••&ldont Reag;tn lli!.r:I 
.int1ou.nccd h16 <1u0l11!011 10 d1t~oy tht· •rridt:ru:? (05} mi111Ji],= .IA l')8<l, 

nnd w pba• c> o.ut tho 'l'riden, J xniaa:He by 1'}9S. '.!!lie P~os.(donl htld 
.iru:Uciiwd UlaL ir 1:iriJ.ab1 wuhcil u, buy '1' 1'icll!1tt 2 J1. "•alUd tLJl.l'ca. ~'­
Jµ·oup of Miµiste;.·i; und= he-r chai't'TIUl nship h11d b.eon cone1<lorillit thLI 
9uo11tlio.n. rht.:~ "'01;.i [.Tl no do11b1 t,lll\~ DrJ:mlJl shoulct CQTLftJIUO Ii> 
h,n,c hur own i1,cit:J?1tUdt-<nC 11lru.1.:gl<: nuch,,u· u·ttturrtttll, and Llial tht: 
!l)on!!i:t;,ili~y <!l o.cqiilririJ? ·r:ridcnt J. i:at!HU' than '.rrido,;n: J Nhuuld l~e 
,w.ttouisly conr.dtlt:arud, pi'ovld11'1 ii:lal ,;nUaiacit)ry i:.,,.m,. q<1lilu he 
:rtt:go!iil.ted \v-ltn the Ame-rica.us. The cboic,:i Wll" ouc Qf )lrcll.L 
L.:r:lu1:l eal ..:o-mpl axi uy an1! had conaiclcu,ublc 1:io11nc:.l111l i.n·1plic:u:i,~Dl!>. 
O\•ur- \lau whole L!i }'t:,H· ix-r1od 01' fhu proje1c:c lht: i:xl!"II c;.;plta.1 00"1. t,( 

'IC<1u1rluJJ '.J.'rid=t ~ would on Cl July 19&0 -pric;e nnd 1.>xeh11111i:a -ruto 
b",i.ii< l)tl abou~ ibOO mlli!Ofl, urfl'lging the i.o.ta.l c,:ll_plf.il c'l)ff~ Oller U,n 
p.-.tl.od ro £6 bH.!i-on if ,Ju, dad.dull •;.·t0:J'1t u, go 11>y- a>! bo,11 lo,--c.,:; i.t: 

Soptnmbc,r 1•1~ 1 priccM 1ind t•:oiclu.ngo 1.-~c.,. ,uhc total :rottc to 
.( 71 b:UUon_ 'l'ltc, th rougJ1-1Ue t'lmni.ng .:011u. w ou!<l bi, !ikcly to bu 

• 10,1:er In 1J1ec eu.:1e c,f Tl'"ide.nt l, boc:.,11,1~ ft wo1,1l!.1 be opei:alini In 
pa.talJW ...... ~t1-nt1 -~C<!•i<;t<'n prosramm¢., 73o~h cn,pi.1111 antl ru.nni.t•i; 
~,uati;. ao-uld he u1:connnoda1..d wSiliin ii,., c¼,.fanc:u bwlg~l wllhou1 · 
unacc:CJptabJ.o c:onsoc1uenc1u1 1or 'the coovantlonal dt:fcoce ei:io.rt.: n:nd 
!'n Uh• nu:,.-t lour Y<lUr'll T 1·iul.<ul Z \V0\\l,J in fu.c:l coat 1,11 .. a Uil!l.il •rr1.d,c,.n.ll. l, 
Shu thetcfo:ro intetirled to aend il. mc~sc1g:e to· Prc6;idenn Rea,l(i!l'l 10 
.:11.13gosc ·ulla.tL ,,_ 1.mllll t.,.nm cu· uinior offici1ll• ohciu1cl vir1h W~11t1int(t(>t1 
w di&Ch.o/< t.ho: 1..>.rmH cw ~vhtcll tbc >\.n1~.-lt:.1n& would ·b<o wll!Ung 10 mnke 
avliil.1bt~~ !c reqairod, the t1:ch1loloo;y, <iC(llipmunt ;uud ma.cer.-ials: 
n~ce11,1,a ry fur Trldlflll 2 . ,vi11m t11e~e negotia.tionfl we roe con1pleuid 
tll<l r11,,tte1· ""ould bu br0\1ght 1,aalo. to the Co-binet for d..-<;ia.iQn. 
?v{;,..u,whtle the Seo-etAry of S1al1.1 fol Ouf~c, ,vouJiJ [,., ro:.tJv 'to 
a n-ange a Iull l,nc1.1 ng, If>-r: ..ny rn~bc,t' o! the Cabinet who wi.lli ed, 
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o~ ~H: t1lr~~e;, ~clmical u-Zl,;l · 8.n,1i1d..1l b,, ckiil'Ou.nd 10 the is&11c:. ~f 
,v .. s ol Ll11! 111.mosl imporlilUlce i:hilt uho·ce i11:touJt1 bu no lnnl. or :public 
lnillc;;i Uori uf th<! ~v" rm,-1.:n t'" 1>oshion, ir1 4>rd1."· 111,t to pi-,;j-udl c" th ... 
IIUCCC-"" or ,.bet no.c:odntaooe in W,,ahi.ni:.lx>.n, The Tco;;ord Q-( thu I~ rllt!COI 

diacueslon S-htlllld ('.hc,reJ:orc i,., t,u.Wn«l by lbe Sui;.r,1111r-y qf i:h.t1 0.11bin1el 

uid nr.i~ c;l i:-culu.tod lo mt:rnlrari, of thu Cabint!f,. 

In tho coursu <>i 1, \:Jt'h:i di11cu,111i0n ll w111, 1\01.:d t.l1ut <Uly ~t:mbtlt' nf 
tbct C.:.b:1.ru:, t \'.>ho • 1uJ1cd to ~-ocC!j ,·e the: SOJ4l(OS1je_d bri.elilll_g Wl.l1,i.ld 11ocd 

~ 1u!Jlo~• 2} l1our£ loi• the .JSlt\'J,O.St', 'l 'J\E: e,omplr.ldticn of tlh~ potc!!ht5al 
choi•co cou lrl ;npt bt: a1h,1,1,ua,tal y e Xpuiinl'd ll\e ,Ul y 1$-hrt~ re r p_tiriQd, 
1,nU!l'nll t tHI M:i.n1Btiers wou.J.d conurct U1u S cc,·era~}- of St.J Ld (or ,Duf,:,o.ac, 

o:n ;\D 1nµi vi dun I l.,a,il;:; , obs" ,-ving m:1 :d n,u1'T!. .ti,:e ,·er.ion, 1'hrt 
Seo:-0 1:n.ry of Sbt1:b .t'oi: De-ieuce 1vou.lrl be d1scu 1111i.:a1s ae'j:ia r11to.ly "'''j}' die 
S<.!C-retlu·y vf Sl:litc for :;c,Hlunil Ut( lmp.Jlc.itii)rt!I ior the,, ~hQro 
faciHtJea t-o;cQulr1•d. 
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