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- JERDA FACT SHEET
HUCLEAﬁ EﬁfRQEBCY SEARCH Ttﬁﬁ (ﬁES?)

A gpecial g“ﬁUp of sciantists, engineers and techaiéiuns -has beaﬁ
fbrmad by ths Energy Resaarch &nd Davalopumant &ﬁmﬁnistr&t?oa {(ERDA). to
provsde ta¢hs1ca? assistance to the FBI 1n rasponding to nuciesr tﬁ?ﬁhtt.
¢l The group 15 called the Nuclear Ewergency Search Teum {n;sr) and may be
used 1o help investipate the threntened theft or use of radiocactive
" explosives or conventional mxplosives devices that might scetter nuclear
watarials. The radiation detectors used by NEST are tronsported during
- ths sasrch by walking personnal, smsll van or boat, or aircraft. Appro-
priats a?emnnts of NEST can be mobi1ized 1n tvo hours and may be transpartud
" 20 the scens of the search by md?itany airlift, commercial or £Rﬂ& a%rgrnft.
“or vehicle, : :
Cauntaring nac}anr threats raqu1res teamuork by fadara?, state and T
chai agencies. Tha Federal Bureau of Investigation ha; overall Juris-
dictfon at the tederal lavel, and 1s rispausshie for tha Tega! aspects ,
of aﬁy,c&untefthreat actlons. taken. . The Department of Defense is respans1h?e
for explosive ordnance §1sp§saI. ENDA provides technical parsonnel and
sqilpment to issist in Tocating and neutra1izing radicactive matsrial or -
devicas. ‘ ( '
In sddition, ERDA can provide taqhnféa! personnel and equipment tc‘
respond to accidents fnvolving radiological matertals or ntherwise through
standing radiologic) assistance toums or accident response groups.
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Eﬁnﬁ parscnnei and nqaipmant are preparad tn- .
1. Evaluste the technical credibiiity of the thrnat;
2. Search for the radioactive materfal;
3. - Identify the isotope and quantity of yadibaéti?@ material;
© 4. Assess the prnhaﬁf!ity of ﬁgs]u&? yisld or spread of racivactiva’
- patsrial; ’ '
"5. Asgass the potential for parsonnel 1ﬁjur&génﬂ proparty damage in
the iﬁant of activation of the device;*nad o

ﬁ.“Axsfst in the render-safe opcratien. -
ERDA and 1ts Los Alamos (New Mexico) Scinnt1f1¢ ‘Leboratory {LﬁSL),

. Lawrence Livermors (California) Laboratory (LLL). Sandia Laboratories (5£}
in Albuguerqus, New Mexico and Livermors, Caiifornia; and an industrial
"asntractor. EGAB, of Bostan,‘nas:achuséttsl are conducting continutnﬁ ‘
" research and study projects to lmprove search capabi?1t1ns. ; '
" The threats to which NEST s prepsred to raspond ray involive Icst or
stolen radiosctive material, improvised nuclear dgvicasﬁ or improv1scﬁ ’
© radicactivity disparsal devices. ,
1f a nuclesr threat is made or thé%é 1s'any‘rt§son o su&p&ct thét‘tf;her
nué?a&r'uxp1osives or devices to scatter*radfoactigt'materisis are }nvo1véé, '
the FBI should be notified immediately. The FBI, ERDA, and 00D are co-
‘oparating in a rapid response capability to counter a Qariaty of potential

nuclear threats.



