Potsdam peace conference; journal entries

July 10, 19h5
WJB goes to airport at 10 AM, Briefing fram ATC officer on what to do in case the

plane goes down in the Atlantic.
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lj250 AM, leave Santa Maria, the Azorese

12:45 PM, arrive in Paris; American soldiers say that the French do not appreciate

what we did in liberating tham.

July 13, 1945
10:20 AM, leave Paris,

1330 PM, arrive at Gatow Airport near Potsdam, WJB views destSuction of Berlin,

July 1, 1945 |
WJB tours Frankfort, observes that the American zone is in good shape. Also, the

difference between Berlin and Frankfort is like night and day.

July 15, 19L5
william L.

Clayton in favor of more liberal lend-leasee Charles Sawyer met Truman in Antwerp
and told him, "these people not suffering and time for Uncle Sam to quit playing
Santa Claus to the world," |

JFB issues directive: no lend=lease except for the prosecution of the war against
Japane

WJB: Trumamn looking to JFB for consultation in many matters.

July 16, 1945

Ben Cohen proposes the creation of a Ruhr state under international protectorate,

WJB: Joe Davies rumning around with no conception of what is going ona
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#% President and Byrnes gant to tell Stalin about new explosive but Churchill
says delay telling hime

WJIB observes: Wholesale raping and looting by Russian I_soldiers for 10 days after
Berlin fell, Of 15-50 age group, no cne missed. Most able~bodied men taken to

mines in Russias, & million gallons of milk spolled for lack of a codiling apparatus.

July 17, 19h5
Staling Truman, Molotov and JFB have lunch, Stalin almost runs into JFB's bedroam

before he can be stopped and directed upstairse

FIRST BIC THREE MEETINGe. Discussion centers on AGENDA, Churchill questiong putting
China an the foreign ministers comeil gince the problems deal with Europee Matter
referred to the foreign ministerse

Tryman sbruptly throws in Italy since it has declared war on Japan, WJB: He did

not read memo which had been prepared leading up to the proposal but just abruptly
made it almost ad libbinge

Churchill is taken abacke Proposes referring to foreign ministerse

Stalin: "We are going to have nothing to do." (smiling. This produces laughter.)
Tmplementation of Yalta provision on liberated areas also referred to foreign ministers
Churchill suggests Polande

Stalin suggests trusteeships, german navy, satellite nations.

Stalin wants to bust up Franco regime and establish one friendly to the United Nationse
JFB decides not to bring up Cohen plai for Ruhr, (WJB had submitted memo opposinge)
Stalin brings up question of dividing Germen shipse Churchill: "Welll divide them or
sink themo® h
Trunan sgys he wants decisions and not discussionse

Later JFB calls a "family discussion,™ Tells of conversation with Stalin and Molotovr
regarding Soong's talks with Russia, Russia wants control of Da.i"rm and the Manchurian

Railroad, They want Dai‘:nen as a free port but oppose joint control.
JFB encouraged at prospects for early end to ware Message given him by Chuyrchill, who

received it from the British Ambassador in Moscow telling of the overtures being
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WJB riding through Postdam: Russian and American soldiers smiling at each other ang

slapping each other on the backe Everyone wunderstands a smilee

July 18, 1945

JFBy Truman and Stalin talke

Staling Japan had asked to send peace mission to Moscowe Said the Emperor did not want

to continue the war, but no way out under unconditional surrender terms,

JFB then asked if Russia had chaged its policy regarding unconditional surrenders

Stalin: "No changee'

Stalin said that Japan realized that Russia was coming into the war because they

could see Russian troops on borders But Russia would not be ready to move agzainst

Japan before August 15.

WJB: JFB had hoped Russian declaration of war against Japan would come out of this

conference. Now he thinks US and UK will have to issue joint statement giving Japan

two wesks to surrender or face destructions (Secret weapon will be ready by thas

timee)

WJB then adds in journals Although I knew sbout the atomic bomb when I wrote these

notes, I dared not place it in writing in my books

WJB urges JFB that there be no secret agreements or commitments at this conference.

JFB worried sbout Darien and Manchurian Railroade

Conference is going good however JFB warns neontroversial issues not yet reached.n

Clay wants to get rid of art collection workh billions of dollars by sending it to
a2 yeavs

US and then returning to Gennany/ if the German people are fimctioning properlare

Clay told of gold reserve of storm troopers at Frankfort, Rings, fillings, crowmns

from people killedeo

WJB: Russim soldiers here do not compare with Americans and British elther in dress,

physique or military decorum; yet Clay says these are the best Stalin hase

Clay opposes Ruhr 'stateo -
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Big 3 meeting, Stalin wants Franco bustede Churchill againste Truman suggests referring

to foreign ministerse. Churchill opposese

Stalin: London government of Poland should be liquidatede. All agree to recognize

new Polish provisional government,

July 20, 19hS

At foreign ministers! meeting, JFB and Molotov argue over reparations against Italy.

In the afternoon at the B ig 3 meeting, Stelin agrees that Italy should not pay.

Foreign ministers council is agreed on with Londen as site.

WJB: JFB determined to outmameuver Stalin on China. Hopes that Soong will stend firm
and Russia will not go into the ware Then he feels Jspan will surrender before Russia
goes to war and this will save China, If Russia goes in the war, he knows Stalin will
take over and China will suffer.

JB impressed with Truman team of Vardeman and Vaughan. Quotes Vaughans: "Stalin most
likeable horse thief I have ever seen."

Big 3 reach tentative agreement on dividing Germany's naval ships and merchant marine
ships after the war with Japane

Churchill wants to preserve the technical improvements of the German submarines snd bh

sink them.

July 21, 19}45

Foreign ministers meeting: Molotov agrees with the right of American press correspon-~

dents to move into Poland but says there has been no suppressicne Harriman, Durm and
Eden cannot furnish specific examples.
Big 3 meeting: Press question is raised and it is agreed to write provisions in agree-

ment. Discussion of Polish boundaries: Stalin wants them fixed mow; Churchill and

Pruman want this held up for the peace conferenceo

WJB prepares memos for JFB on Argentina, reeducation of the German people and system

of missions revortine direct to the Presidents
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Big 3 discuss western boundary for Poland; general discussion of trusteeshipse

De Russell, WJB meet in committee with Gromyko presiding. 3 issues on which no
agreement reached: (1) Entry of correspondentse Russians agree to wark to facilitate
coverage but object to word "entry®; (2) Russians do not agree to decdration that
there would be no political censorship; (3) Russia ocbjects to a declaration of freedom
of the press for liberated areas and satellite nationse

Luben excerised aﬁout lack of Russian cooperation on reparatianse

WdB: It is becoming more apparent that Russians have gone imperialistic and are out

to extend their sphere of influence in all directions and wherever possibles If they

' maintain present demands and positions doubiful if very much will be accomplisheds

July 23, 1945
USSR more agreeablee

Dardanellss: Russiaz took position that Russia and Turkey must cooperate, all Russia
desires is assurmce that straits will be kept open to commerce and allied warshipse
Best way would be to estsblish basess, Truman then read paper proposing international
trusteeship for bases in the Dardanelles, Stalin thanked Truman and wanted time to stuc
WJB wants an interim report so that Churchill will not "scoop" the conference while
in Londone

Brand, of Great Britain, comes by; thinks Churchill through after election.

Truman 4 JFB and Leshy walk to Churchilits house for dinner. Stalin arrived in big
automobile with a troop of guardse. JFB thinks Stalin was impressed by democrabtie way
in which Americans came to dinnere Stalin toasts next meeting in Tokyo.

WJB: The photographers had a busf time tonight photographing celebrities, After
Stdlin and the American dinner guestis arriveé s a small mezlemoused man came in

very obtrusively and the photographers did not even take time to photogreph hin,



SPECIAL COLLECTIQHS
ROBERT MULDHOW COOFER LIX24i)
CLEMSOY UNIVERSITY
CLEMSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29631
HOTICE: This material may
be protected by copyright
1av. {Title 17 U.S. Cods!

After he was in, someone asked who he was, and no one seemed to know. However, a few
dzys later when this moek-mild mannered .man had been elected Prime Minister of
Great Britdin, the photographers kicked themselves for not taking his picture,
because they found tha they had no shots of Atlee while at Potsdam which were good

for publication,.

July 2L, 1945
Big 3: long discussion on recognition of satellites; Russia wants Finland, Rumania

Bulgaria and Hungarye
WJB: JFB "put out" with Russizns and apparently the President will return with a
bad taste in his mouth toward the Sovietss
JFB: "Give them something today, they forget that tomorrow and want something elses"
JFB told the Russims there appeared to be no chamce for an agreement on reparationse
WJB: JFB says somebody made an awful mistake in bringing sbout a situation where Russic
was permitted to come out of the war with the power she will have. He said England
should have never permitted Hitler to rise--that the German people under a democracy
would have been a far superior ally then Russia, He fears there is too much difference
in the ideclogies of the US and Great Britain to work out a long-time program of
cooperatione.

pusnopTmman tells Stalin of the bomb after the meetinge Truman dropped over and nonchalantly
told Stalin of the atomic boambe Apparently the wa.r Truman put it was that those high
explogives which they had been working on had proved sucfessfule
JFB thinks St2lin did not catch the signii‘iqance. All Stalin saids;"That is great;_,l let
them have it." JFB thinks importance will sink in, Tests exceeded expectatione.
JFB: Japanese Ambassador to Russia warned his government thal same would rhappen to
Japan that happened to Germany.Emperor replied would fight to the last man.unless
no unconditional surrender.

Pruman wired Chiang that he did not expect China to yield further than the terms of
the Yalta agreements
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WJB: JFB still hoping for time, believing after atomic bomb, Japan will surrender and
Russia will not get in so much on the kill, thereby being in a position to press
for claims against China.
Stalin on Turkey: All Russia asks for is a mutual protection military aliiance.
Tmmkey refused to accept present borders. JFB thinks this is a matter between
Turkey amd Russia and not for decision at conferences
JFB thought that Churc hill would want a warning for Japan. Instead:
MPell them nothing-they did not give auy warning shen they bombed Pearl Harbor and

killed and mangled your boyse"

July 25, 1945
WJB meets with Galbrath, Baldwin and others who offer observatiocns:

1. Germany mobilized 16 of 85 million men.

2, Germany had two new Weaspons=—-a new jet plane and anti-zircraft flak.

3. 10 to 20% of German industry was out at the war's end; underground manufacturing
was effective-~they had more ball bearings bsing produced at the end of the war than
at any other time,

li, Hitler was a master of detail, even deciding such questions as changing fram one
type of plane to anothere

5. Berlin was destroyed long before the surrender; Hitler operated from an underground
offices

6. Germany did a great job mobilizing agriculture. Backe and Perry the top men,

Perry as head of M.

70 German files contained a complete WFB ch;'art of American war productione

8, Air bombing was most effective against syhthetic 0il plants and transportation;
this caused Germany to lose the ware

9. Rhine and canal system of tramsportation blocked by down railroad and highway bridg:

10, Germans did nbt understand present hard policy. Thought we would let them go zhead

on none=war industry and agriculture.
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Big 3 discuss Polish boundary. Stalin wants recognition of Balkan states more then
anything elses JFB feels Italy's enirance in the UN is not worth that price.
Camittee is appointed to draft a commmique; committee includes Wilder, Foote and

WJIB Bram USe

July 26, 19L5
Cbservations: Everyone had operated on the theory that Churchill would return after

the election, Stalin remarked that Atlee did not seem avid for powere Only spoke
twice==cnce on political prineiples for Germany, other time on having the Foreign
Ministers Council set up offices in Londone He was described by one as being Churchilll
toy who could be wound up by the Prime Minister and then made to perform at will,

WJB: Germany is a beautiful countrye Why the Germans could nol be satisfied with a
comntry like this is a question that I thought of all during the tripe

Churchill's defeats Everyone here apparently caught nappinge Would have been better

to end the camference on Thursdaye Too bad they did not go through with my interim
commmiques

Joint message to Japan released; prelude to the atomic bambe

July 27, 19L5
Important day--either Russia's going to play ball and quit wanting so much or our

relations will deteriorateo

Showdown at foreign ministers levels JFB a little ruffled, Molotov stodd him up for
lwnche

WJB: JFB and the President have been becomiﬁg more exasperated with the Russian; eveyy
dzyo The President has been calling them SCBl!s for several dayse Time for plain tslke
Molotov upset US released statement on Japan without consulting Russia, JFB told
Molotov that Russia was not at ware The President thought it would be emha.rassing to

him to see such a statement before it was issued. Since Churchill had signed it,

the US wanted it out before he resigneds This seemed to pacify Molotov some.
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Reparations and Italy produced frank talke Our reparatians commission believes
Germany cannot stand $20 billione Russia thinks it can plus &1 billion against
Italy and Austria each, Yalta agreement brought up; JFB says Yalta protocol

was to be the basis of discussione

JFB: "If you say I owe you 2 million dollars and I say I will discuss it with you,
that does not mean I am going to write you a check for a million dollarsa™
Molotov: "I seee" later, however, he repeated the question.

Cannot agree with Russia on a reparations formulae JFB tells Molotov of a report
of Russia stripping American plants in Berlin and moving materiel out of the

zone as loot instead of reparationse

JFB: "Our people will not understand that kind of conduct and they will protest
bitterly." Molotov insisted the US had dome the same. JFB said yes with one plant
as a model study and they shouldnit even have done that. JFB says if there is no
agreement, then each will take reparations from its own zone.

JFB then asks to withdraw the American paper on admitting Italy to the UNeo

Molotov does not understand. (Throughout, Molotov tried to use the paper to get

a declaration aainst Franco and for recognition of the Rumanian and Bulgarian
governmentse) JFB admits he made a mistake in submitting the paper, but Molotov
still says he does not understands

JFB: "Mre Molotov, I brought a little ltalian bsby to this conference. Russia first
put Francot!s britehes on him, then Great Britain puts a neutral shirt on him, then
Russia puts a Rumanian and Bulgarian coat on hime I admit my mistalee. I should .
never have brought this baby here, but Russia and Britain have dressed him up and
he is your babye. I throw him to you."

JFB and Molotov plan to conclude on Sunday and leave Mondaye

July 28, 19LS
First Big 3 meeting with Atlee, Stalin told of mother bid from Japan to mediate
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the peace. His answer the same=-~no. Same detected in Stalin's remarks a mild
reflection on the US for not cansulting with Russia before sending the joint
cammmiques

More discussion on Italys JFB reiterates his positione

Stalin: would help the feelings of people in the Balkans to recognize the goverrments
as he suggesteds

Bevins: not interested in the feeling of the Balksn pecple, but the feeling in the
House of Commens was what interested hir,

Atlee held long talk with Truman and JFBe

Little hope that any more agreements will come out of the conference and will end

with not too good relations between the US and the USSHe

July 29, 19hS=-Sunday
Little actione Stalin was to have lunch with Truman and JFB, however, according %o

Molotov he had a head cold.

Drinkss Truman, JFB, Ross, Roseman, Bohlen and WJB, President very cheerful as he
plzyed the pianoe Delighted in having you listen and ask questionse

WJB works on canmmigue, Leave time moved up to Wednesday.

Clay over for lunch. Revedls Germany wants to sign armistice with US, He has no
worry asbout holding the Russims. Hitler used about 120 divisions in holding

Rusgials 150 divisionse

July 30, 19k5

JFB did great job presenting a compromise on reparationse

Molotov objected to percentage figures and matter referred to Big o

Other matterss war criminals, politicel principles for Germany, anti-Russian
activities but no definite agreements.

Bevins first meeting, presided and handled self well; he and JFB get along welle
Communique committee: British and Soviets seem to like draft prepared by WJB and Foote
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This was the big day of the conferences Big 3 met this afterncon and began shelling

corn. JFB saved conference with compromise on reparations, Balkans and satellites
and other thorny problems.

Stalin looked immaculate in his white coat, blue trousers, and gold medal on his
cheste Heavy neck, strong face, twinkle in his eye. He strokes his mustache which
is graye Good set of hair, laughs a lot and is almost a chain smokers

Atlee speaké firmly but does not have the force of Churchille Truman much lilke
Atlee. Laughs with Staline JFB does much talking for hime

August 1, 1945

Communiques agreement except on introduction, Tangiers, Mumanian oil equipment
removal and military talkse

On the first draft—JB confined military talks to affairs in Burope. Galinsiki
wanited the limitation stricken to appear mii.itary' talks included Japan wars
Decided to pass on to Big 3.

Big 3: (1) compromise in the language of the protocol agreéd upone

(2) Communique~British with a new introduction which satisfactory to use
Russia accepted with some bantering. Russia got Fumanian oil equipment stricksng
Britain had Tangiers lmocked out; Iran also oute Truman unable to get waterways
ine On military talks, Stalin immediately had words, "in Europe," stricken,
showing he wanted the world to think his moving in on Japan was cominge
Canference ended on a high note of harmomye. -
Atlee and Iruman thak Stalin for the fine treatment they received.

Tt was noticesble that Stalin was keeping his eyes on Byrnes as he goneluded
his talk, and then he launched into a praise of Byrnes for the fine work he had
doneo

(Agreed version)

Stalin: "I should also like to express the thanks of the Soviet delegation to



Secretary Byrnes who has worked harder perhaps than any of uses He has brought us togeth
in reaching so mmy_important decisions. Thess sentiments, Mre Byrnes, come

from my heart."

Byrnes: "I appreciate very much the kind statements of the Generalissimo and I

am glad he feels that, working with my colleagues, I have made a contribution to

the suscess of this conferences”

Stalins ®T think we all can agree this conference has been a success,"
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2:00 PM=~board Augustae

JFB lunches with the King aboard the Renowne

JFB says Bevins is a John L. Lewis; expecis difficulty with him in the foreizn
ministers meeting.

WJI8: After the President waved goodbye to the King, he came down, and a8 he passed
me he breated a sigh of relief to be on the wgy back home and away from the
foreign big shotse

Trumans "If those SOBts want to see me again, they will have to come %o Washingtone"
JFB said the Pregident was just talking and did not really mean thabt, because he
liked the show very muche

Truman singing the praises of Byrnes. Both hit the Bourbon bottle rabher heavye
JFB gave Ben Cohen hell for wet nursing Roseman. Also gave the White Houss group

hell for leaving their posts to sightsee. Feeling no paine
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Aboard the Augusta, the atomic bambs, the surrender
Journal entries

August 3, 1945

Presidemt, Leahy and JFB agreed Japan looking for peaces President afraid they
will sue for peace through Russia insiead of some country like Swedene

JB, Truman chide Leahy not to hold out news on the atamic bombe Leahy still
doubtfule

Thig the subject of much discusgion aboard the Rencwn. As JFB was leaving, the
King grabbed his arm and saiﬁ: "Now if the Admiral here does not give you the
right information, let me kmow and I will send out a ship for it."

JFB holds a pregs conference on Pobtsdame

August L, 19h5

President and JFB discuss Drew Pearson's glorification of Morgenthau. JFB chidéd
Vardeman on leake JFB does not care about Pearson blaming him for Morgenthau's
dismissal but is concerned sbout the leak, Someone revealed that the President
ahoard the ship going to Antwerp had declined to issue a dispatch that Morgenthau
would be the UB representative on the Breton Woods setupe

Truman told JFB not to pay attention to columists,

HI': "They have said everything in the world sbout me, but they have not hurt me,n”
Trunan then related the story an Morgenthaus Morgenthau came in, said that rumors
that he would not stay as Secretary of Treasury wéseundermining his position and as
he told the President, he was ready to resigm. President told him he wanted him %o
stay until the next bond drive was over and possibly til the end of the war with
Japan. Morgenthay said ok but wanted it in a letter, Truman got mad and would not
write sush a letter, Morgenthau insisteds Truman: "Well, I suggest you lel me have
your resignation." Morgenthau wrote it and it was quickly accepted. President wanted
Morgenthan to stay wntil he returned from Furope. Apparently Roseman had cooked up

plan to have Morgenthau appointed to Breton Woods after Morgenthau said he wanted
to quit immediately.



