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I LIMIT DISTRIBUTION 

On December 6, the Foreign Office submitted to the Embassy, under cover 
of an aide-memoire, a revised draft of the proposed NATO Atomic Stockpile 
Agreement, together With a memorandum expla:1n1ng wherein this draft differs 
from that submitted by the US and the reasons tor the changes. Copies of 
these documents are enclosed tor consideration by the Department. 

The Embassy would appreciate 1n due course :rurther instructions regarding . 
the negotiation of this agreement. 
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All Nuclear Weapons SUpplled by the Um. ted States for United Kingdom 
Forces Assigned or Ear-marked tor NATO 
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On May 4 1960 Mr. Truebea.rt of the Ull1 ted States Embassy left With 

the Foreign Ot:f'ice the draft of a possible Anglo-American .Agreement designed -
to cover the establishment of stock-piles for atomic weapons to be provided 
by the United States for the support of NATO units in the United Kingdom, 
and ot ?WOO fore.es of the United Kingdom 1n other areas. Mr. Trueheart in
formally- 1nvited the Foreign Office to express a pre11rn1nary view on whether 
an agreement on the general lines of this draft WOUl.d be acceptable to Her 
Majesty•s Govermnent. After discussion in Whitebal.l. and With Mr. Trueheart, 
it was agreed to begin the negotiation of such an agreement on the basis of 
the A?Ierican d:ra:t"t. 

2. The draf't has now therefore been considered in detail by the United Kingdom 
Ministry of Defence in consultation With other Service Depa,rta:ucnts concerned, 
and certs.in amendments have been suggested. A main objective bas been to modify 
the draft along more general end less specific lines, so that it will be unl.ike.cy' 
to require alteration in the light of future developments. These amendments 
bave been incorporated in the revised draft attached. Also attached is a note 
drafted by th! United Kingdom Ministry of Defence explain:Jng where and why the 
amenmneuts have been made. ' 

3. The United States draft has al.so been considered from the legal point of\ 
view in the Foreign Office. Ditticul.ty bas arisen for Her Majesty's Government 
in that the United Ste.tee draft has been cast as an .Agreement. Every Treaty , 
and International Agreement entered into by a member of tbe United Nations 1s . 
required under the Charter to be registered With the Secretariat and publisheq.o 
.As f'ar as the Foreign Office is aware, Her Majesty's Government has 'Without ' -
exception complied with this requirement. It is the understanc'l1ng of the Foreign 
Ot:f'ice hmlever that on security grounds the.United States Government do not w.tsh 
to make public this agreement concerning nuclear -weapons. Her Majesty's Govern
ment al.so consider that it should remain tmpublished. The alternative therefore 
has been to recast the agreement as a memorandum of understanding, wbich is not 
registrable With the United Nations. '1'he revised draft attached has been so 
recast. It takes the form of an Exchange of Letters reoordiJlg the Underst.and1ng ot 
the Governments of' the United states of America and of the United Kingdom. The 
e;ircbange might take place either between the United States Secretary of Defense 
and the United Kingdom Minister of Defence, or between the .American Ambassador 
in London and the Secretary- of state for Foreign Af'f'airs, to suit the preference 
of the United States authorities. 
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REVISED DRAFT GENERAL PROVISIONS CONCERNING SUPPLY 

AND STORAGE OF ALL :NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
SUPPLIED BY 'l'lIE UNrl:ED STATm FOR UNITED 

KINGIXM FORCES ASSIGNED OR EAR-MARKED FOR NATO 
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