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K: Dbid I wake you up.
R: You did. Someday I will wake you up.

K: I told them not to wake you up but I will be going into a
meeting soon.

R: I am glad you called.

K: I want to talk to you about the Helms matter. I don't know
the facts remotely. I have no knowledge whatever to ‘what body
of fact it refers. If there were any such activities they were
not reported to the NSC office but I do know that Cy Hersch

is a son-of-a-bitch and I think for a senlor official to get
villified without opp051t10n from the Adminastratlon on thée basis
of such.an article is dangerous business. There are no facts,
just allegations. First, we should ask Colby to give us a
report on the body of fact to which this refers’ Whatever it is.
What could Hersch be referring to. If they conducted lnvestlga—
tions of Americans -- for what purpose. Sée what I mean. At
least then we would know what we are talking about. I don't
know now.

R: That is why I tried to reach you or Brent and I finally
_got KHennwely.

K: I did not know you tried to reach me.
R: We were trying to figure out if we should try to get a report.

K: Ask him for a body of fact thrdugh NSC channels which this
could possible refer. I don't know -of any where in investigating
foreign agents they run across Americans. If the files get
constituted it could be in this way. Perhaps they did investiga-
tions for Nixon. I den't know whom they report them to. They
certainly never reported them to us and if they reported them

to Halderman and Ehrlichman why didn' t that come out earlier.

R: Yes. Why don't you...
K: I don't think Nessen should make any —— for the Pre51dent.

to have said he ordered it stopped gave it a dignity it does
not deserve.
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I don't think he said that.

4

K: That is what they are playing.

R: My understanding was that he said that he has been
assured by (Colby?) that it is not going on at the present
time. .

K: The way they are playing it is that it had been going on.

R: That is really life. The Presidént doesn’'t know whether it
has or not.

K: Right.. I am not saying it has or has not. I am saying I
do not know. It is not fair to Helms. What we have is an-
article by Hersch which makes some coné¢rete allegations.

It says they are shocked by what they found but it does not
say what they found.

R: I suggested to Kennedy that you two might want to talke to
Schlesinger zmd as well as Colby.

K: Let me make the following suggestion. . I willu ask Colby
for a written report for the President's use. I do not know
what body of fact this could be referring to. We will

ask Schlesinger the same question. Nessen then can say the
President has asked for a writtén report and he will decide
what to do after he has seen this report. That way we look
disciplined and thoughtful. Obviously the CIA must operate
within the law. I don't think we shuld express an opinion
on an investigation at this point. I am saying at State that if
anyxkxrgx Congressional Committee wants Helms, of course, we
will bring him back.

R: O.K.
K: Do you agree with that.

R: Sounds sensible tome. I am a little groggy. Let me think
about it. Are you sending anything out in writing.

K: I will send it out as soon as I can. I have nothing to send
now.

R: ©No papers comong out.

K: I will ask for a written report from Colby and ask for a
written report and send it to you within 48 hours. I think

we should have a written rport and it should go to the President.
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R: O.K. Let me think about this. Sounds like the way to |
handle it to me. ‘Interestingly, it sounds the way the

President handled it from off the top of his head in talking with

the press yesterday. .

K: I think if we give too much credence without looking into
it we will demoralize everybody. Helms is a public, decent,
servant until proven otherwise. I will call Colby then.

R: Good.

END
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