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WEAPONS AND M-18 SUPPORTERS, EVIDENTLY INTENT OM COM-
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COMMENT : =ipiijem IT APPEARS THAT THE COLOMEIAN SOVERM-
MENT IS TAKING A HARD LINE 1N THIS SITUATION.
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SIMMARY: (U) STATUS OF M-19 TAKE OVER OF PALACE OF
JUSTICE.

TEXY: aniloilifele AT APPROXIMATELY 1125 HOURS ON 85110,
& 2 1/2 TOR TRUCK WITH & CANVAS COVER ENTERED THE PALACE
OF JUSTICE THROUGH THE BASEMENT DRIVE, UPON ENTERING THE
BUILDING, APPROXINATELY 30 GUERRILLAS EXITED THE TRUCK
FIRING AND KILLING THE BUILDING MANAGER AND TWO GUARDS
STATIONED IN THE BASEMENT. THE GUERRILLAS THEN BEGAM TO
ATTEMPT TO TAKE OVER THE BUILDING, SECURITY FORCES,
HAVING BEEN ALERTED 8Y INTELLIGENCE OVER A WEEX AGD THAT
THE PALACE OF JUSTICE WAS ONE OF THE POSSIBLE TARGETS OF
THE #-19, RERCTED SWIFTLY TO PREVENT A COMPLETE TAKE OVER
THE CURRENT SITUATION IS THAT THE BASEMENT MID FIRST
FLOOR OF THE BUILDING IS IN THE RANDS OF THE COLOMBIAN
SECURITY FORCES. THERE ARE SMALL POCKETS OF RESISTANCE
LEFT ON THE SECOND AND THIRD FLOORS. THE ENTIRE FOURTH
FLOOR (THE BUILDING HAS ONLY FOUR FLOORS} IS IN POSSESSIO
OF THE GUERRILLAS WITH AN UNSHOWN KUMBER OF HOSTAGES. 1T
IS KNOWN THAT AT LEAST ELEVEN OF THE HOSTAGES ARE CON-
oy SICERED VIPS. PROOF OF AN INSIOE )08 WAS PROVIDED WHEN
Ne SECURITY FORCES ENTERED THE BASENENT AMD FOUMD CACHES OF
CLOTHING, MEDICINE AND FOOD. CBVIOUSLY, THE M-19 HAD
jons) PREPARED FOR A LOWG SIEGE. AT APPROXIMATELY 1200 HOURS,
T~ THE POLICE INTERCEPTED AMD DETAINED TWO TRUCKS CONTAINING
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