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New York Timas Article on SUuth hfrican
Ruclear Deva opments

The article by John Burns in the April 30th New York
Times reports that a "growing number of analysts" Believe
South Africa intends to build nuclear weapons and
that the pilot enrichment plant at Valindaba (near -
Pretoria) is praducing "weapons-grade" (highly unri¢hadl e
uranium. According to the article,; South African uificilis A
acknowledge that the pilot plant could be used to produce i
such matepial but maintain that a weapons . program would
require a "much 'bigger® plant than even the commercial -
facility that is scheduled for eomgletinn in lasﬁ-wuhinh
itself will be an order uf magnituﬂe larger than tha
?nlindaba facility.

The Valindaba plant’ in currnntly in uparatinn. _ﬁa}a
have ‘only, limited information about its capabilities but
_believe that it could produce enough ‘highly enriched' j~r"
-araniam t< sustain.a small nuclear weapons program. We. . ..
§ w2 _ estimate that the plant could be adapted to prnduce unough*f
s . material for a wzapon in-a few mnnthp of -operations-=i. giy -
: in ‘legs time than we estimate would be requiredito: cunr xr;“_
_plete t:g ﬁenign nf an axplnsiva dnvica and rnlnted -wf-*3"”
research: 4 ~ s i W

ol R Wha plant 1& not suhjaat to - intnrnatlanﬁl sa!ﬂgunrdl,“

{5 - _Tha south Africans have'indicated that 'they have no.:

o .. intention of submitting it to" inspection even- thaugh thay
.+ have said that they-intend to allow international nspec*

tion. nt tha planne& :ommnrnial-sanle plunt.‘,_x

, Although thare have ba;n rum¢rn ‘over tha inat fgw
s . years of ‘a'South'African nuclear: Weapons. program,.only:
"+ . .. recently have we received:-the:first substantive indica
R37 that Bouth Africa may be actively devuloping a nuclear. ' i
i weapons -capability. "According to a sénsitive’ alunduatih
. ..' - . report 'of December 1976, South ﬁtricu‘is conducting: =
s T "criticality” ‘experiments in a facility: a&jacent_tq ha e
: »  pilot enrichment plant; such auperimanta could be weapons. .~ -
.- related. 'There is in fact an isolated, highly secured :i.ﬂ

axparimentﬂ
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: A decision bv South Africa to undertake research
"into the fabrication of a nuclear device might be only
in the nature of contingency planning because the
initial phases of such research are relativély inexpen-
sive and yet time-consuming. If South Africa decided
to produce a nuclear device, however, it could develop
the technical capability to do so withxn the next two

years or BO.

We are in general agreement with the opinion of sone
observers \quoted in the 'Times article that ‘the political
and psychological clxmate in South Africa would support
the development of nuclear weapons. Although South Africa 8’
military capabilzt;es are significantly greater than any of
its neighbors. even: w:thout nuclear weapons, - South afrxca &
long has had a. siege mentality which might affect its view
of what constitutes adequate defense. 1Its sense of isola-
tion and insecurity has 'been 1ntensified by the shr;nking
of its buffer sr=as; concern over. Rhodesia, uncertainty =
about the intentions of the new US adm;nistration, and .
apprehensxon about relations with the West\gene:ally.~ Tbe
convergence of these concerns ‘has heightened q;etoria 8
fear that it may have to "go it alone.® - In"these: circum—"
stances, ‘we suspect that Pretoria may be. conaidering the
‘development of a nuclear weapons capahility._ 55 ,

: We .have no information to further 1lluminate the AR 2o

. report in the article ‘of an agreement between. Séuth. - ”-;k.h;\

Africa and Israel on nuclear cooperation:- There 'is no:
1ntelligence information available to- ‘Support any . suspxcion

- that Israel and South Africa: may be cooperating in the L 4
: development of_ nuclear weapons. e A
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