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This document has been made available only to those
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fRGH YOUNG AND MQOSE FOR CHRISTUPUER

WHITE HOUSE FOR BRZEZINSKI

DEFARTHMENT FASS U?UN NEW YORK AND PNE]OHIA

E,0, 11652¢ XGDS 3

TAGS?: PORG, PARM, US, SF

SUBJECT: LAGUS CONFERENCES SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR CAPABILITY

REF: STATE 199072, PRETORIA 4238

{1, APPRECIATE INFOKMATION CONTAINED REFTEL AND AGREE THAT CLOSE
COMMUNICATION AND COURDINATION ARE ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY LN
THIS DELICATE SITUATION,

2, WE CANNOT EMIHASIZE TOO STRONGLY THE STRAIN WHICH
SUGGESTION THAT A SOUTH AFRICAN NUNCLEAR 5
EXPLOSION IS A PUSSIBILITY IN NEAR FUTURE OR EVEN THAT SUCH A
CAPABILITY IS A UEMONSTRATED REALITY WILL PLACE ON THIS CONFERENCE
AND ON UUR POLICIES IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND THE MIODLE EAST, THE
LIKELIHUOD IS GREAT THAT THE SOYIET UNIUN WILL DO WHAT THEY CaN
TO EXPLOIT ThIS ISSUE IN LAGOS. WAILE THE UNITED STATeS -~
IS TECHNICALLY ‘BLAMELESS, THE FINE DISTINCTIOUS IN OUR DENIALS
WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY BE Lo Te UNUER MUCH CIRCUMSTANCES A
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POSITION CUOUROINATED wWITH OUR WESTERN ALLIES, ESPECIALLY
INCLUDING FRANCE, WUULD BE WELL=NIGH IMPOSSIBLE, SHUULD THE
POSSIGILITY UF ISKRAELI COMPLICITY IN SAG NUCLEAR WEAPUNS
UEVELOPHMENT Be RALSED, WE «UULD BE IN A UOUdLY DIFFICULT
POSITIUNS 1IN ERY=MAN=
FOR=HIMSELF

Jg WE BEL | [Ral:
THREE PFOUINTS Pur TO THEM IN STATE 198014, PLUS SAuG ADRERENCE TO
THE NPT, IS AN ABSOLUTE MINIMUM REQUINEMENT,. HOWEVER, WE ARE
CONCERNED THAT, wHMILE TINE CONSIDeERATIONS MAY GIVE US NQ OTHER
CHULCE, wz NUST BE CAREFUL ABUUT APPEARING TO ACCEPT SOUTH
AFRICA'S nORD ON THESE POINTS UR GIVE THE IMPRESSIUN THAT SUCH
ASSURANCES ARE SUFFICIENT, SAG AFFIKMATIUN SHOULD NUT PRECLLUDE

OUR INSPFTENCE UPON INSPECTION UF THE KALAHARI SITE. CONFERENCE
DELEGATES, ESPECIALLY AFRICANS, WILL PAY LITTLE REED TO PRETORIA'S
AFFIRMATIONS AND UUR ACCEPTANCE OF THEM ALSO WILL NCT RPT NOUT
SATISFY THELR CUNCEHVS. INDEED bhdulu At DASE OUR PUBLIC fUJI 1ON
ON THEIR OGFreRING SUCH ASSURANCES) WE WOUULU APFEAR ‘

AS AT BEST LULL IDb L st Ire «L‘~m‘ s g 3
TO BE DEALT WIT _.f“;...".“v

AND THE MIDULUEHERSE AINE] L : ARY T E
AN ACTIVE ODETERMINATION TO DETEN FURTHER NULL:AH wEAPUNb
DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA, IT IS OIFFICULT TO SEE HUW THIb
COULD BE DUNE ABSENT INaI&T‘wCE UPON AN INthETION QF THE
PRESUMPTIVE TEST SITE,

4, DEPARTMENT .PLEASE PASS TO THt SECRETARY,
EASUM ;

NOTE: NOT PASSED WHITE HOUSE, SECRETARY, USUN, AND PRETORIA BY OC/T.
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