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. MATIOMAL ARCHIVES VIA AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
‘Want to sec what Defense Secretary Robert McNamara wrote in 19617 The Pentagon isn’t vour best bet.

Here’s the secret, 24 years after it wasn’t one

The Natlonal Security Archive, The George Washington University, Getman Library, 2130 H Street, NW, Suite 701, Washington, DC, 20037

‘Ten years ago, the
National Seeuri
"+t Archive looking
| overaninventory
of the papers of
Kennedy S
administration
NTHE LOOP Secre William Burr, going through the
w— m o/ document, recalled having seen
McNamara, senta some of this information
“declassification request” to the somewhere. So hewentto ahuge
Pentagon fora fileinvolving stackofFOIArelm_ns;csthgt'the
nuclear missile policy in 1961 (This orgenization had in its Digital
was when the edministration National Security Archive, and sure
found that the Soviets had onlya enough, the document, with buta
handful of missiles and that there few deletions, had been released 24
was, contrary to John F. Kennedy’s years earlier — in 1990.
campaign attacks, no “missile But Burr, who has afonqldnh]e
gap.") memory, was pretty sure this was
Afew months ago, the Archive notwhere he first saw the
lvi document.
g::j;"e':fl:- ~‘&"£xﬁ’-§£€§f Soheranaquick search of the
request"is similar to a Freedom of State Department’s Foreign
Information Act request; it is used Relations of the United States
when asking for a specific file. Ten series, known as the FRUS, and
years is pretty much warp speed in found that the document, with
the world of national security FOIA virtually no redactions, had been
requests. So this was just published in 1996 — in the official
wonderful. State Department history.
Unfortunately, the key 16 pages Archivedirector Tom Blanton
were all whited out, still marked as &FM_WML@.
classified. The Pentagon, as usual, JMLthTiSEE&m&.
e souning grounds mmmgmmm&m:mnsl.
serfous-sounding grounds — “state
of the art weapons technologies;” w_ i "
“weapons of mass destruction prvv— e
tion,” “war plans, damage aims.
mfi%rt?i;iﬁaﬁonsgnd national Or maybe more people should
emergency preparedness” check the FRUS.
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