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In response to ¥SA's request for a communiiy
reaction to the NRD preecsal that the "fact of” EIGINT
collection from space be declassified, we have lcoked 2t
possible ramificaticns £:om 2 foreign policy 23 well as an
intelligence perspeciive. We belleve that officlal
confitmation couls have undes!rable zepeciussicns o tnosEs
countcries where sf® lgcated —-~

—-= A2 tRat ca#zoaln
staps arte necessary befscs ceaching any decislon on the HRO
proposal,
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In the cases of
wa st-ongly recommend
that the U5 initiate formal cehsultaticns cn che NRC
proposal. As you azs aware, the press and gublic
already have corcerns abcubt sctivitlies at
and there are apariadic allegations in zhe gress

Dept. of Suee,
{ YReleme (o)
Dz

that the Amaericans a-e mgaitering . coMaunicatisns,
= Thar gaoverrcment
will be particulacly sensitive ts unfavszable speculatica
with regard to the facilitieg, The ccnsultatians

could take place in intelligence chanrels. prtovided the
Degartment has an oppoertunity to review the record
correspondence .n advance.

Qf greater concsern is the potential fall-ocut in

opinien-leaders, who
are mld-level officials rtoday, will copstizute the
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jeadershiz with which we must deal ever the lcnger —eim. It
ig pot unlikely thar the press, as wall as the opinicn-
1saders, would link WEO con®*irmation of SIGINT caollection

with activities i Wwe believe it 1s imperative
that all concerned agencies review the implizaticns of the
NRO proposal for US- . policical es well as iprelligence

relations.,

“he Department is prepaced to participate fully in
thage reviews. My acticn officer js Joan H. Dowas, State
Depactment representative to the Mationa! SIGINT Commit:ae,
who can be reached on 978-Zl6l(s).
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