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SIGINT IN THE. DBFENSE OF‘IHE FUSAN PERIMBTER
KDREA 1950 ‘

On 13 Ju¢y 1950, Lt. Gen. Walton H. Walker, Cbmmand1ng
General of the Eighth Army, had assumed command of all
ground forces .in Korea. While the 24th Division under
‘Major General Dean was delaying the North Korean invaders
at Taejon, rzinforcements under General Walker were movzng
"up. to meet the enemy.

The 25th Infantry Division moved into line along the
southeastern portion of the peninsula, with the remnants
of several ROK divisions, while the lst Cavalry Divisicon con
22 July relieved the battered remmants of the 24th to the .
westward. A series of delaying actions continued as Walxsr
traded space for time--all the while moving dangercusly
closer to the vital port of Pusan on .the scuthern tip.

. 'The. enemy offensive gathered momentum, with the
grzatest aav nces made -on the extreme westarn side, where
cnly some weak zlements of South Korean militarized police
werz in front 2f it. By 25 July this North Korzan advance
nad turned and started east in a étratea*c envelcpnment of
major importancz. To block it, Walker put in the remmants
of the 24th Division, plus ancther infantry reglmant A
succession of shifts slowed but did not stop the Red tice.

-By 31 July, wWalker's command of American and ROK troops
was squeezed’into a perimeter beachhead scme ninety =ilas
long on its .western face and sixty miles across its north @I
front, with Pusan at the southsrn tip. Inside this bex, '
with the sea 27 their backs Walker's Eignth Army--three
Ame-avan divisions (including the battle-weary 24th) and
ive ROK divi: {reorganized and equipped) slugged. it
i east thirteen infantry divisions and on=2
armered d’vws-en of Communist Nerth Xoreans.. ,Pusan Dro-
vided adequata base racilities aﬂd reinforcements began

to come 1n.
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Throughcut the long defense General -Walker xapt hus-
banding a mobile reserve, which shiftred to meet each sericus.
threat with lcocal c¢ounterattacks. It was a splendid examplae
of' ihe use ot ‘interior lines and greater mobility to fand
orf an =2nemy Iorc é%mh*ch W#as superior in *umbers but whikh’
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was unable to assemble at any one time’ sufflclent logistical
support” to exp101t a break- through. .

SIGINT was of vital assistance to General Walker in
deployzng his mobile reserve in defense of the perimeter
by revealing the enemy commander's intended plan of attack.
The typical message to units of the First Army Group, used
as an example,- was intercepted 26 July, decoded, trans- .
lated and transmitted to Headquarters, Eighth Army, by
29 July. A copy of the - substantlve portzon of the messaga

.15 attached. o : . .
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T0 SE .
ﬁor'th xaxéana L — \[329,9/50
Fn (U): (D.AE.DON'S KANG B) . . 26 Ju1l 50
To (U) S 1.' Véry urgent
d ’ ‘ I give the following order for the (7un*ts directiy undnr?)

. the 1lst Army Group at once to (?strike?) and pursue the -
‘enemy and enter the enemy's flank and rear.

1. One infantry battalion of the 6th Infantry Division,
one (?battery?) of the 76-millimeter gun battalion, and one
battalion of the MOT'AJIK'Ib regiment will be left in the Mokp'o

area; the rest of the division's main force will (?bcgin?)
-~ .the (?operation?) starting this morning.

s . 2. The MOT'AJIK'ID regiment minus one battalion will. )
the emeny who (7are in?) the (?southern pérts?)4anﬂ from-{_ ) .

' wlll~{::},Pqﬂﬁsgﬁgz);éﬁﬁféhJOHj ‘Yosu, and Yonsanp'o. After
‘thé.reglment enters Ch'amydk; Pu f[:] and Kwangju (?the X
_various battalions ™ oz"fhé“&th411fantry'Bivisienk%rwq:]), one
:f‘wf -the 6th Inra.ntry Division and ..he 76-millimeter gun
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. ﬁo§h\dona and will T[:b the e"emv‘{:]) anc w11I‘d::b the -
N\ frortal\(7na1n rorce?} ) _
\\ 4, L"e 4th and 6th Infantrcy D1V1510ns, if (7c0hu-slcns’)
-pexmxt, wzeI\Q?have7) the tafaniry mount vehicles in ordlr to
(TIﬁcrease?) the\speeu of the infantry (?main force?).
5.. The orders %zglven to7} the 6t h ‘Infantfy Division
will be {| |}. NN
- 6. Receipt of the ordé:s f7will be confirmed bty a reyly?){
After the infantry d1v1s1ons qf\\ D. they will report (?by
:adio?) e ) . . - “\\f - ! 3 - . .

{signed) ([_]°- Commarder

(2\3) i, 96-36 . - RIM CH"AIK '
e {and) (’Cﬁler of S‘aff7)
. T~ KANG KON o
a .- Based on fur*He* study d?’wexg and includes paragraphs 5 ané
©  which were criginally published as 300/50. :
b + As in rtexs. Perhaps motorized.
¢ - Could 3¢ regiment or battalion.
d - Duplicate text reads "4th and 6th."
2 = XKIM Ci°4IK has at tlmes signed as "Freat line Commander.'
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