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; During the morning of 3 June and again on 6 June a missile R T
—-—unrning -incident:occurred which caused-.certain-precautionary. measurts_____*,_
——t-be- taker-within o ir strateglc. fcrces—1n—accordanee-uith—standard
prncedures.. The purpose of this fact" sheet is to.provide: information . .
roncerning. this -incident” and to outline corrective steps which have _T;JFL’-]
‘been and will be taken. e | Catel Rt TR f._~":;;g

Gn 3 June technical problems 1n the computer system that provides
intormation-to the N?rional Command System caused:erroneous data to.dbe’

‘.prnerated which in tyrn provided. indicacions in ‘the Natignal Military. '3;??.
:.Command -Center - (NMCC) and ‘at ‘the: ‘Strategic 'Air. Command: (SAC)’ Headquarters.. ' '
of ‘a-missile attack agalnst the United States._ ‘However, Key missile. wnrning
aensor:systems, which are. connected: directly to the NMCC, to the SAC .
- ‘ammand- Center, and.-to .the. North American . Alr Defense Command "(NORAD) -
. .vave.no’indication of hostile missile activity ‘and,’ therefore,’ strong ‘“;«
' Indtcations of- the ‘spurious nature‘of:.the data were. immediately obvious.ﬁ,L' ;
_ 3,Throughout the: ‘incident, the.data at ' NORAD headquarters reflected that. all
. ..-sensor systems were functioning properly and that ne. missile launches
' "had been detected bylthese senaora..

The rirst ‘threat - indication: waa received by SAC directly rrom the ‘
_ﬂURAD computer. . The|indication was a: miasile warning ‘display of. two
. i Launched ‘Ballistie: ‘Missile ¢SLBM) . tradectories indicating the.
_poss 1b111ty -of the missiles" being targeted against the United. Statea.
s Hlthin a.'short: time,.|this display ‘had : inoreased toa, large - number or
©e SLBM- ‘trajectories.  The. SAC. Senior.: .Controller, . acting An accordance .-
- with standard:precautionary.procedures.to"- -ensure’ survivabllity, 1n1c1&ted
. an.alarm which - cause¢ all SAC alert: bomber, tanker, and postattack s Al
* ‘command -and control’erews to move to.alert;aircraft, start engines,: g_;e-'
-and-await.‘further. instructions.” Commander'in Chief, SAC, subsequently: ?;
-dlrected that the SAI crews shut down engines but ‘remain 1n their aircrart. Teal

3 The National ‘Emérgency airborne Command ‘Post: (NEACP) at- Kndrews
:* ARB received ‘the initial ‘notification.of apossible threat .of large . _
" numbers of SLBMs and[lnlti&ted -prescribed actlons preparatory to .. . Tl
T ¢mergency launch. "By the -time-the NEACP ‘hadTtaxied into ‘position: for . 7’
takeoff ,the SLBM threat no - longer . appeared on the, display consoles’ in i
" Lhe ‘NMCC, and the senior ‘watch officer directed the NEACP to hold in-. -,
place. The.Pacific- Command. ‘Airborne. COEmand Post,. hcuever. did Iaunch“
. in response to the 1nd1cations. .
: I ' ' - ; v WY
L The human safeguards which are a. central part of our system - =
worked -as- deslgned.. The duty ocrlcers at'.the command centers 1mmwdiately
recognized and withig two or three minutes conflirmed that the conputer-.*
penerated data. were Palse, primarily. because the displays. . which- ;
. presented the: warning data directly did not: show-any-activity, and-
-+ it was known that the warning sensors were.all- working. - The.only:
~display which: showed| any-actiyity" fagfoﬁe wop}gs_ggggmpgghpgmputer'
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Sticky Note
and not released for until November 2011, 9 years later.


I:m1esile attack which occurred . on November:9,- 1979, -However, that- . .
. event was’ caused by an- inadvertent Anjection: of a test .scenario into - . -
i e NORAD cowputer systéem.- Extensive corrective. actions. have: been-

'H.fwnrk is being transferred to” a separate computer system.

.Lhe error-had- occurred in.a minicomputer.which 1is, used with ‘the NORAD

T eamputer System-to ‘transform’ the. missile. warning data: from the NORAD-
. _:c¢omputers. into “a  form!- ‘suitable for- transmission to.. the -NMCC, - SAC,
“atid ANMCC: where -4t 1is automatically. displayed.: ‘NORAD. continued to
Loperdate. in'a: diagnostic mode ‘and . {in narallel established a- contlnuous-
- ol telephone conference with SAC,: NMCC, and ANMCC. - When the trouble
'Egrvturred on:6" June, purely-as a. precautionary ‘matter- SAC - -again alerted"

-:lhvir .Créws ‘until--the problem was. confirmeduabout ‘two minutes..-No . -

o [BAC bombers were taxiled. from. their positions, and the incident was
) ¢lvcry quickly resolved jj -:- . N - I,,.
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L.“atlternate computer, the. Mission Essential -Backup.‘Computer, as their
L prime’ computer., “Phis! computer uses: completely different hardware and :
Vs saoftware (from. the: system Lhat ‘caused “th problem. CAXX command.centers
iy nvelved ‘in missile’ attack warning “have | special volce. circuits. -
Q:tnntinuously operating, over which we quickly identiry false displays..‘

. processor ‘at NORAD. As a result %he- only actions that were taken
‘woprs those precautionary measures--for. the- survivability of the

- 1A bombers: .indicated above. . The bombers. did not even taxi away
l“lrom their’ normal alert positions.._'].- ]_ :

S lutly: explore this computer: ‘malfunction. ‘Once their report’ is complete, e
“additional corrective' -actlions.will be taken) .In addition to these. "
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This incident mag appear similar to the talse indication of a

Laken: to prevent a similar incident, and all testing and corrective fvlﬁﬁ;;, 0

After the June 3rd incident analysts at NORAD concluded that

. . : } s L . .x
Pollowing the. June 6 incident NORAD ‘Was instructed to use an-

3l e
A team of outside experts is at NOBAD rrom June. llth to 12th-to - ukf"i,

2 technical steps:the JCS| are also reviewing Operational procedures -

.,Tﬂ‘h(nc(, .pro¢edural " safeguards -are executed by . highly*trained experienced
Agg{nlliccrs at all. ‘command’ centers.:. Furthermore,. a CINCNORAD .assessment -
T oAUhat-the U.S. .43 under attack is: required. befcre progressing beyond . '

- are” Laken for survivability. :,

-related."to .this ‘incident. -"Incidents such as: those on June 3 .and Jnne 6

fiind the one on November 9 were- anticipated in ‘the design of the- system;:

‘Lhesce early stages of! ‘warning -for: which ‘only- precautionary measures
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