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Fighting in West a Drain on Khartoum:

Fighting m the western Darfur region has increased, iaxing Khartoum’s
ability to deal with humanitarian needs in the region. Sudanese aircraft on

Monday bombed several villages, killing 47 civilians and wounding 37 others,
according to claims by rebel leaders in press reports.

—I !govemment-equipped militias have burned
villages, destroyed crops, and poisoned wells.

— A cease-fire due to expire today was signed by only one of the two
Darfur rebel groups and a peace conference arranged by the
government for 15 December will include only representatives of
Tocal tribes. A rebel group spokesman told the press the cease-fir
had been “a waste of time.” 1. .

The current round of conflict is creating serious humanitarian needs in
this long-troubled region. Fighting has internally displaced as many as
600,000 people, and at least 70,000 refugees have fled across the border into
Chad, according to press reports.’—g
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