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Proms ¢ Commandl officer.
Tos Commander Western Ses Prontler.

3 Secret despetc
Subjeots vestigation Eegardlng

1, In accordance with verbal inatructions of Cormandier
7iestern Ses Frontier an investigation of the subject matter has
been conducted by the commending officer and a report of this
investigation is contained in the following paragraphs,

2 staghx_l%tm of the Chicago Tribune reported
on board the U.S.S, BACE my 15, 1942, ¢ th the officers
and men of the §,3§§, ﬁﬁm, ¥r, Johnston was assi;nel to
2 room with Commander K.Te. SELIOMAN, USN., the Executive Officer
of the U.S5.8, LEXINOTON and Commander H.S. DUCKWORTH, USKe, the
ALy Officer of the U.S5.3, LEXINGTON,.

Se The Commanding Offieer of the U,.3.S, BARMETT daid4
not see or speak to Mr, .Jolmston during the period he was on
board and the ILxecutive Officer and Commmication Officer of
the UeC.Ss BARUETT only had slight conversations with him and
gave hin no information, :

4, Due to the shortage of qualified officer personnel
it bas not been the practice ¢f the ship to decods Fox Schedule
nessages which were not addressed to tho ship., After the U,.5.S,
LiATN?TOR ofiicers reported on board the Executive Officer of the
LZ‘XI}:GTO!%; Coumander SLLIOHAN, proposed to the Commending Officer
thet he utilize. the five qualified decoding officers of the
UeieSe LEXIKOTOR for & communication decoding wateh snd that
they be permitted to decode Fox Schedule messsges concerning
impending fleet action in the Pacific as was custorary on the
UySe5e LEXINGTONe The Commanding Officer of the Ue''eSe BARNDTT

then established a decoding watch composged _
LEXTIOTON deceding of floerse omposed of the five qualified
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Se Commnder SELITHAN stated that it wes customary on
the UeSeis LEXINGTON for the Ixecutive Officer and department
heads to see all decoded Fox Schedule messages and requested
that this same arrangement be permitted on the U,S,8, BARNETT,
Th'a was agresd to as it was proposed by a responsible officers

8e The following U.'.5. LEXINGTON officers w're assigned
to the decoding watchs ‘

Lt(Jg) P.Cs JRLAER, NR
Ense JeB, JOHNSON, HR
Ens, GYe MOKTHHON, HR
Fna, Hello HEH}.%LER’ ¥R
Ins. E.H. RATLSBACE, NR

ne or more of the above officers decoded the subject named
despateoh and all probably read it, This despatch was also
seen by the Captaln of the U,£,S8, BARNETT, the Executive Offlcer,
the Commnication Officer and pocnib%{;tho Asslstant Sunnery
Officer of the U,B8.5, BARN'TT, as well as the following officers
from the U,5.3, LEXINOTON:

Comdr, M,T. S:LIGHAN, USN

Lt Comdr A.F. JUNKLR, USN

Comdre, HeS. DUCEWORTH, USN

7o The seocurity messures on the U.:.S. BARMETT for
the handling of secret messazes of this character consist ofs

(2) A looked decoding room containing a ECM decoding machine
in a e 8 Safe and a three~-combination lock safe to which only

: desigcnated decoding officers and the shipts
Comminication Officer have access,

(v) The decoded messages are not copied but the tape 1s
pusted on & sheet of paper and placed in a secret folder,

(c) The secoret folder containing the messages wes then
delivered to the Commnanding COfficer of the U,85.5, BARNETT by
the Corrmmnication Officer, who also showed 1t to the FExecutlve
Officer of the U.S¢5. BARNETTs The secret folder was then turned
over to Lieut(jg) P.C. BRIMER, NR, the senlor U,%.S. LIXINGTON
decoding officer, who in turn was to show it to the Executive
Oofficer and Leads of departments of the U,5.8. LEXIKGTON, .
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7« (cont) ;

(d) It was thoroughly understood by the Executive Officer of
the U.SeSe LEXINGTON that the LiLXINGTON offlcers to whom these
messages would be shown were himself and the three heads of
departments.

(e) ¥hen the messages had gerved thelr purpose they were
burned by the Commmunication Officer of the U,.3.S. BARNITT,

Be It has come to the attention of the Commanding Officer
of the U,5.5¢ BARNETT that Commander M,T. SLLIGMAN, USH,, the
Fxecutive Officer of the U.2,3, LLAIHGTON made a statement in

substance as followa: to Lieuf(Jg) De BONTECOU, NR, the Comrmunication

Officer of the U.S.8%¢ BARNEPT that ho had besn authorized on the
UVeSeie LEXINGTON to show &ll secret messages and letters to i,
Johnston," The Comrminication Officer of the U.S.S. BARN!TT d1d not
pay much attention to this statement at the time as it came out
in a general oonversation bein; conducted., In view of the above
it secems probable that the sudbject named despateh was shown to
!ire Johnston by & momber of the U.S.5. LEXIKNGTUN organization.
The UeseSse LBXINCTON officers would appear to have justified
such & dgscloaure in view of the fact that r, Johnston kad been
permitted to witness a large sca battle and become familiar with
the detalls of the naval operations connected therewlth,

Do Cormander M,T., SELIGMAN, the Executive Officer of
the U.3,8, LEXINGTON, had in hie possession a copy of the scoret
report of the Commanding Officer of the U.S.S. LEXINGTON regurding
the loss of his ship, and while on board prepared a complete
tracing of the Coral Ses Battle and its attended operation,
If ¥r. Johnston wag shown the subject named despatch he was
probably also shown the above reports and tracings,

W, B. PITILIPS
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