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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: CONFIDENTIAL

Commander SELIGUAN received a set of official photographs

of the burning and exploding of U3S Lexington from Admiral

SHEERMAN who stated he had five sets. SELIGAN still has

his set in his possession. Admiral SHERMAN stated he may

also have given a set to the Captains of the USS Mlnneapo-
1is and the USS Asbtoria and that he returned the others

o Tashington with his official reports. Lieutenant Com-

manders ELDRIDGE, DIXON, and O'DONNELL all have recalled

that on a certain evening aboard the Barnett, which was

probably May 31, 1942, the secret dispabch book was exhibited

to SELIGMAN in the Commodore's Suite, and a pencil memorandum

containing the names of the Japanese ships taken from instant

dispatch was on the table in front of Commander SELIGMAN.
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They state that there was some discussion about the

Japanese task force anc that a Barnett silhouette book

was sent for during this discussion in order to determine
whether a certain Japanese ship was a battleship or cruiser.
They said that JOHHSTON was present during at least some

of the discussion although hc wes not seated at the table.
SELIGMAN advised that he coes not deny that he may have
made some rough notes from instant dispatch although he
definitely does not remember doing so. He said, hcwever,
that he was the Senlor Cificer pvesent on the occasion
described by ELDRIDGE, DIXON, and O!'DONNELL, and he was
therefore willing wo assume the full responsibility for

not taking the proper precautions to keep JOHNSTON from
obtaining instant message. He saild although he could not
remember the incident as described by those cfiicers, he was
very willing to accept their vorsion as the truth,

- RUC ~

Report of Special Agent "ii, A, .OBINSON, JR., San Diego,
California, Junc 16, 1942,

Teletype from the Bureau to the San Diego Ficld Division
dated Junc 17, 1942.

Confercnce teletype from the Burecau to the Zan Dicgo and
San Francisco Ficld Divisions dated Junc 17, 1942,

LT SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA

Instant report covers investigation conducted by reporting Agent

and Special Agents L. ALEX GILLIAM, JR. and D. A, FISH,

Commander MORTON T. SILIGMAN was intcrviewed and asked specific
questions seb out in rcfercnced teletype from the Bureau dated Junc 17, 1942.
He advised that to the best of his rcecollection he did not at any vimc show the
secret message to JOHNSTON and he did not make a copy or notes of the messagc.
He said he did not rceeall any discussion whabtsocver of this partilcular message
with anyone and did not thereforc belicve he had discusscd the contents of the
message with JOHNSTON or within his carshot.
of the Lexington Officers cithar showed the mcssage to JOHNSTON, madc a copy of

notes of it, or discussed it with JOHNSTON. Hc said he did not know how

JOHNSTON may have obtained the contents of the message but, as he had stated
previously, he thought he could have obtained it by overhearing conversations
between authorized officers op even by looking over the shoulder of an authorized
He rciterated that he did not remcmber
wacn he saw instant mcessage and stated that he only assumcd he saw it because
it had bcen pointed out to him in San Francisco that his initials werc on the

officer who was recading the dispatch,
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message and Licutcnont BROVER had said that he showed it to SELIGMAN,

Tith rcfercnce to the photographs, SELIGMAN stated that a lot of
pictures had becn teken by a sailor aboard the USS ifinncapclis and that he
undcrstood there wore officially developed on the Mirncapoiils by somconc on that

vesscl aided pessibly oy Ensign CAMPBELL, Photogrepanic Officer of the Iexinghons
Hc stated that he thovght Captain FREDERICK SHERMAN vwailc on the Minneapolis
had askced for cight sclts of these picturcs for his cfficial files, SELITMAN
belicved that scome other picturcs were taken from airpilancs ond from other ships
but he kncw nothing about any of them cxcept thosc which wwere developed on the
Minncapolis. TFrom the plcturces on the HlnncapoiLs, SELIGIAN said he rccallcd
at least threc had appcarcd obbsequanWy in the HCWJP“DOrS. Onc showed the mcn
lcoving the Lerington from the stern, and two of them showed the Lo cington ox-
ploding and burning. SELIGIAN statcd that SHERUAN gave him one set of thesc
phctographs in which therc were approximately twelve to fiftcen pilcturcs, size
8 by 10 inches. Hc obtained these from Captain SHELMAN while they werc on the
U.E Ustoria, and he rgceived only prints and no negatives, He said that he had
kept these picturcs with his othor official rccqrdu in a monila envelope, and
on the Barnett he kept them in a drawer in his room. SELIGIAN cxhibited the pic-
turcs he had, and thecy werc found to consist of ninc official photographs, sizc
approximately 8 by 10 inches stampcd "Not to bec used for Publicaticn by Ordcr
of the Chicf of the Burcau of Acronautics™. Thesce photogroniis bore the following
numberss

0151 0158 0161
0152 0159 0162
0153 0160 0163

There was a duplicate of 0151 alsc. In addition, SZLIGMAN had
22 small 4 by 5 inch photographs from the negatives of which the larger prints
had been made. He said he never saw any such photogrephs in JOHNSTON'S posscs-—
sion and hc docs not know who furnished any photographs to JOHNSTON. Hc know of
no one other than himsclf who had thc photographs on the Barnett and des nob
Tmow how JOHNSTON got posscssion of any photogrophs. He adviscd that on the
Astoria when Ceptein SHERMAN had all the photographs, JOHNSTON had been in the
room with SHERMAN. He said that SHERMAN moy have given some photographs to
JOHNSTON or JOHNSTON may have rcmoved them from “HJRL‘Q'S posscssion on the As~
toria because SELIGMAN rccalls that a great number of those photographs were
sprcad out in a room on the Astoria when JOHNSTON and SHERMAN wcre prescnt. He
said that if he had been the Commanding Officor ho would have secen nothing wrong
in giving somc photographs to JOHNSTON with the understanding, of course, that
they were not to be published without the specific permission of the Navy Depart-
ment,

SELIGHMAN stated that Commander TERRY had recalled to his mind one
incident that occurred on the Barnett when SELIGMAN was studying a book entitled
"The Stability of Ships and Damnge Control", This book was restrlcted and had

-3 -



DECLASSIFIED

Authority pjp, gD Zé l é

diagrams of the Lexington in it and that SELIGWAN was studying it some time

~on the return trip on the Barnett. He said he had drawm on the diagrams the
places where the torpedoes had struck the Lexington and that JOHNSTON had been
in the room with him and started to make a sketch from the diagrams, looking
over SELICGIAN'S shoulder. He said he had noticed this and forbade JOHNSTON'!S
copying these diagrams., He stated that he pointed cut this Incident of which
TERRY had reminded him only in an atbtempt to give a true picture of conditions
aboard the Barrewt on the refurn trip to San Dicgo when he and ths other Senior
Officers wrere constantly working on their officlal reports in the Commodore!s
Suite anc paying little attention to JOHNSTON. simply as o result of their
association with him. He said that this incident demonstrated thatb he, as well
as the other Lexington OfLJCGTS’ attempted even under the most adversc conditions
to kaep JOHNSTON fror obtaining information to whicli he was not entitled, al-
theugh he said taat he naturally realized that JOHNSTIN would necessarily obtain
much secret informaticn but would have to have overything cinsored before any-
thing was released for publication.

With further reference to the photographs, SELIGMAN stated that
wnile returning on the Barrett he had showed them tc quite a number of officers
but gave no phetographs to anyone. He said also that cithr = on the Minneapolis
or the Astoria JOHNSTCH hac asked him how he could get a sef of the photographs,
and SELIGMAN rcplied that he could only get them from a highcr source than him-
self,

Roferring to the question of cemsorship of JOHNSTON'S material,
SELIGHMAN adviscd that scveral times in conversations anong himself, Captain
SHERMAN, and JOHNSTON, JOHNSTON brought up the question of censorship, indica-
ting thut he knew'thdt everything he had was to be censorced before it could be
published., SELIGHAN pointed out specifically that on board the Lexington a
tanker camc alongside, and JOHNSTCN asked whether it would save time in getting
some of his articles censored to sond them to Honolulu aboard the tanker. Iony
times JOHNSTON raised the guestion of how he could get his stories into the
Comnander-in-Chief in the Pacific Ocean or to the Navy Department in Washington
for censorship in the gquickest possible manner.

On Junc 17, 1942 Licutcnant Commander WINTHROP TERRY was inter-
viewed by Special Agent L ALEX GILLIAM, JR. at his aepartment in the lMar Vista
Apzartments at Pacific Beach, Cﬂllfornlc, end furnished the following answers
to the following quostionss

le Did you at any timc show the scerct message to JOHNSTON?

No

2. Did you make a copy or notoes of the scerct mcssage?

No
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3. If so, did JOHNSTON have access to the copy or notes, or
werc they left vhere JOHNSTON might obbain them?

4e Did you discuss thc contents of the message with JOHNSTON or
within carshot of JOHNSTON?

No
5 Do you know if any of the officers did any of thc above?

No. Ho stated that he knows that none of the Junior Officers
would make such a copy and does not think for thot matter thet anyone would
hove done So,. ‘

6. Do you know how JOHNSTON may havc obtained the contents of the
scercet message?

No

7. As wcll as can be mcallod, when did you sce the message and who
clse was prescent, and what took place at that time?

. Licutonant Commander TERRY stated the first time he saw the
message was in the office of Admiral HOLMES at the Eleventh Naval District at
San Diego on Junc 12, 1942; that there was no onc prescnt at the time cxcept
Admiral HOLMES ond himsclf.

8. Do you have any information conccerning official photographs of
the USS Lexington burning and exploding?

Ycs. He statcd Commander SELIGIHAN showed him these photographs
in SELIGMAN'S cabin; that SELIGHAN had them locked away in thce drawcr of his
prrsonal chiffonicr, He advisced that SELIGMAN.was not keccn about showing them
and cautioncd him not to let them get away. He cstimated that this was about
the 17th or 18th of liay., He stated that whilc he lookcd at the pictures,
SELIGMAN rcmained in the room. ILicubcnent Commander TERRY further stated that
SELIGMAN had a certain amount of sccurity in his room, having an orderly on
watch there all the timc and also a personal mess attendant named SABLAN.

9. TFrom whot ships werc these photographs taken and whore developed
and by thon?

He statcd that he does not know; that he thinks he was informed
that they were taken from o cruiser, but he cannot rcemember where he got this
information. .

10. . Did you scc any such photographs in JOHNSTON'S posscssion?

No
._5...
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11, If so, whon end under what circumstonces? - - -
12, Who furnished the photographs toc JOHISTON, - - -

13, Did you scc or have knowlcdge of anyonc having such
photogrophs?

No one cexcept Commandcr SELIGHAN,

-

l4e If so, who, wherc, and when? -
15. How could JOHNSTOW have gotten possession of such photogravhs?

Licutenant Commznder TERRY stated that he had not the slightest
idea, and would not cven gucss.

v mw em b e e s wmaee e e Pme en e e e e b Smi e G et m e e Saw B S e e e M e e e maw e e S e o

On Junc 19, 1942, Commandcr HERBERT S. DUCKWORTH, Fligzht Officer,
U, S. Navy, was intervicwed by Spcecial Agent D. A. FISH at his temporary office
at the Naval Air Station, San Diggo, California. He said that he did not at
any time show the sccret message to JOHNSTON. He said that he did not make any
copy or notes of the sccret message. He said that he did not discuss the contents
of the ncssage with JOHISTON and is confident that he ncver discussed said cone-
tents within carshot of JOHHSTON,

Ho said he did not know of any othor officcrs doing any of the
abovc,

He said that he rccalls having scen the instont dispatch whilc in
the wardroon of the USS Barnett where he wes playing bridgc. It is notced that
in the sccond intervicew DUCKHORTH rccelled spccificelly having secn the instont
dr.spatch whercas, as indicated in the previous memorandum, he was not corbain
that he had ever scen the dispatch. He saild that the wardroon contained threc
lomg beneh~like tables which were arranged lengthwisc with the linc of the ship.
He said that he was scated at the middle onc of these tables and that he was
scated about four feet from the corncr of this table which faced the stern of
the shipe To his left and on said corner was Licutcnant (jg) SAMPSON,.

He said that diagonally across from him and at the other corncr of this table
was scated Licutcnent NOBLE: Dircctly across from him hc said was secated
Licutenang (jg) COWARD. At the same table and norce toward the forward
cnd of the table werc seatced feour other officors playing bridge. He could not
recall the order of their scating around this tablc. He was not certain whether
Licutcnant Commander DL.ON was in this group or not but was ccertain that
the romainder of the group was made up of Licutenant BCRRIES, Licutcnant
DIBRELL, and Licutenont _ BOLLINIER,

He said that after sceing the instant bulletin there was o general

.
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discussion in his group about the task force of the Japanese which was being
sent toward Midway and the Aleutian Islands and spec1flca11v recalled there
being a discussion of the fact that four carriers were in the group of Japanese
ships going in the direction of the Midway Islands. He is certain that no
names of ships were mentioned and was positive that STANLEY JOHNSTON was not in
the vieinity of this table at the time of this discussion,

DUCKWORTH said that he saw a number of pictures of the Lexington
in a burning and exploding condition while he was on the Barnett and while he
had previously been on the Chester. The latter pictures, he said, had been
takon by men on the Chester. He could not recall who had custody of these

nictures,

He said that he believes that all oF these plctures had been take.
rom the USS Minneapolis and the USS Chester. Ie could not say as to who had
devkloped these pictures, and he could not say as to where they had been
devalopede

He said that heée never saw any of the instant photographs in
JCHNSTON'S possessions

DUCKWORTH said that instant photographs werc made available to any
and all of the Senior 0fficers and was sure that they had been viewed by all of
said officers. He expressed the belief that Licutenant Commander ELDRIDGE brad
some photographs in his possession when he camc aboard the Barnett but he did
not know what disposition had bcen made of these photographs. He said that
TLDRIDGE came aboard the Barnett at the same time he boarded it,

DUCKWORTH said that there was no eguipment on the USS Barnott for
the developing and printing of pictures. He said the photographs were conbaincd
in a manila envelopc and that said envelope was ncver sccn to be lying oponly
“noeny place unattended, He said they werc usually together with official papcrs
znd files., He said he did not know in whosc custody the photographs wore kcpth.
iz said that he did not know how ﬂmny prints there were of cach picturc. e
r.obed that JOHNSTONM had no cquipment for the developing and printing of pictures.

B T N T I R I e T e T T T R S R R L

Commander A. F. JUNKER, Engincering Officer of the USS Lexington,
who 1s residing at the Hotel Biltmore in Coronado, stated that he was quartered
in the genoralss suite on the Barnett returning to San Diego with Licubenant
Commanders ELDRIDGE, O'DONNELL, and MARKLE and Commanders WHITE and DUCKWORTH,.
He stated he did not at any time show instant message to JOHNSTON and did not
make a copy or nobtes of the message., He said he recalled discussing the message

- with some Lexington Officers in the wardroom after Commander DUCKWORTH had scen
the message. He said he recalled a Licutcnant (jg) SAMPSON asking him about
the possibility of a submarinc tracking o flcet. Ho did not rcecall who brought

-7 -
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the message to DUCKWORTH but he did know that JOHNSTON was not around whan
the gucstion of a submarine tracking thce flcet was discussed, and he said
" there was no further discussion about the situation that he remembered. Heo
did not know whether any of the Lexington officers showed the message to
JOINSTON or made a copy of it or discussed it with JCHNSTNII. He stated that he
did not know how JOHNSTON obbained the contents of the messasc but was sure that
it wos not shown to him. In this conncetion, JUWKV“ gnid that JOHNSTON was in
hin quarters on onc occasion and askcd if he could sco JUIKER'S official report,
to which JUNKER replied "NoM, that he would have to see the Capbeine JUNKER
dicd not mccall the specific time whon he saw instant message bubt thought it was
bciore dinncr one cvening and he was in his quartcrs, sitting on his bunk. An
Ensign biought in the folder of sccret messages, and ELDRIDGE and O'DONNELIL worc
presents He saw it first and then O'DONNELL saw it, and JUNKER stated that he
locked at quitec a few messages at the same time that he had nob proviously scon.
He said there had becn a previous message along the same lincs but the messagc
in guestion clorificd the previous message and he discussed it briefly with
O!'DONNELL after they had read it. Subscequontly on the same eveninc, hc and
O'DONNELL were in the Commodorc!s Suite after dinner, and there were threc or
four Lexington pcople there having coffce. He said he belicved that JOHNSTOH
was there part of the time. He did not rccall any discussion of instant mcssage
2t that time. Hc also sald he recalled some night in the Commodorc!s Sudte
scuing a silhouctte book on the table but he did not know whether this was tlhe
night that he saw instant message. He stated that at no time did he se
picce of paper cx: pecncil notes containing the cist of instant message. Ho
called on the night he sawr the silhoucttc book in the Commodorc's Suite that
icutenant Commandcr O’DONNELL tated that a picturc of a cortain Japoncse shigTims
incorrecct bccaunse O'DONNELL had seen this ship in Chine watcrs and he knew the
iihouctte was wrong. He gbaucd to the best of his rccollcetion thet the
goneral topic of discussion was the Coral Sca Battlec,
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JUNKER saild that the only photographs hce hod cver scen of the

Torington burning and exploding werc shovm to him by SELIGHMAN on thc Barnctt.
TLIGIAN had several in a manila cnvclope with his other popers and JUNKER
ught SELIGMAN showed them to him in the wardroom vhen therc were scveral
:ner officcrs present. He did not rceall whether or not JOHNSTON wes prescnt

5 this timc and statcd that after thesc officers had looked at thoe picturcs
thcy put them back in the envelopec. JUNKER said he asked SELIGHAN at this tire
if he could have a sct of the plctures, and SELIGMAN said "lNoY", He did not
“know fron what ship thesc picturcs werc taken but he belicved SELIGMAN told
him they were from the iinncapolis., He did not know whore or by whom they werc
doveloped. JUNKER did not scc any photogrophs in JOHNSTON!S posscssion and did
not know who furnished vhotographs to JOHNSTON or how JOHNSTON could have
go™ posscssion of theme

<

*
Iicutcnant Commander O'DONNELL was intervicwed and asked similar
questions by Agents of the San Francisco Ficld Division.

Licutcnant Admiral FREDERICK SHERMAN told rcporting Agent that

-8 ~
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he had definitely placed verbal rostrictions on JOINSTON bebween the 15th and
3C+tn of April aboard the USS Lexdingbon with vefcrence to JOHNSTON'S clcaring

s stories through Navy censorship. SHERMAN said thot he hod asked JOHNSTON

11 JOHNSTON understood that he had to get 2 rclease on coverviiing he publishod
cither from the Commender-in-Chicf of the Pacific Flcat ox from the Navy Depart-
ob in Washingtbon, at which time JOHNSTON stated he dofinitoly understood that,
SHERMAN soid that this had boen discussced betweon thoaa on scveicl occasions.,

With rcfercnce to photographs, Admiral SHERM'N adviscd rcporting
2% ho rcecalled asking on the iinncapolis for five sots of prints and
said that he gave one sct to SELIGIAN and may have given o sct to the
poaine of the IMinncapolis and the Astoria. He said he gave JOHNSTON no sci
pictvres and returned all that he had with his officicl reports to Washingtona
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Admiral SHERIAN was intervicwed by Special Agent D. A. FISH at hin
of7icc at the Naval Air Station on dJunc 19, 1942, At this time Admiral SHERMAL
soid that afber the Loxingbon was sunk and when he was on board the USS Lin-
neapolis he sent a message to all ships thet werc cngaged in the Coral Sca
Battle to send prints and photographs taken by crew mombers of saild ships to
nim. He seid thet these photographs werc rcecived by him from time to time

~wkile he was on the USS Yorktown end the USS Chester,

He could not specifically rccall from what ships these nichburces had
buen takon but does know that there was onc roll of films that had beon taken
from thce USS Yorktown. He said they were developed on the ships on which they
werce token. He saild he did not know the nemcs of the partics developing said
films, He said that the development and printing of thesc films wos under the
zuparvision of the Commending Officers of the respective ships in that said
officers had personally beon recquested by him to sond photographs to him,

He said that he never saw any of the photographs in JOHNSTON'S
ncasession.  He said that the only party he could specifically reecall as having
“2cn any photographs other then himsclf vias Adnmiral FITCH and that was on the
w35 Lexington where picturcs werc shoun of sinking Japancse ships, probably
whe Ryukaku which was sunk on Iy 7, 1942. Ho showed these pictures to Admiral
FIICH personally. Admiral SHERMAN could advencc no thcory as to how JOHNSTCH
may have gotten into posscssion of the questioned photographs,

Admirel SHERBIAN spccifically rccalled having given JOHNSTON verbal
roestrictions on April 15, 1942 when JOHNSTON boarded the USS Lexington, In
these restrictions he statced thet JOHNSTON was advised that all of his material
world have to be submittcd to the proper officers for censorship before it was
reloasads

mm wm e ma B G SE me e s R eem e GRS B e W GG M me s M Gem e e G G S e Rew B e et e B e G e e

Licutcenant GEORGE Fe SCHMITT, formerly a doctor aboard the USS
Solace, was intervicwed at the Naval Hospitel in San Dicgo wherc he is prescntly
attached, and he advised that he had been in the Commodore's Suitc on the

-0 -
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Barnett only once during the return trip to San Diepo. He stated that Doctor
KELTON had asked him to go dowmn with the Barnett Ship's Doctor to see Lieutenant
Coirmander TERRY who was ill., He stated that this was a night or two before
TEHRY was admitted to the Barnett sick list, and at this time JOHNSTON was in
the room typing at the large table and SIELIGMAN was in tha room also, working

a’ this table. He said after the Doctor had looked a2t TERRY he remained behind
and spoke to SELIGMAN and JOHNSTON, discussing the artiviiies of doctors in the
wa: zone, some of the aspects of the Coral Sea Battle, and the possibilities

of opening a second front, A little later SELIGMAN took Ductor SCHMITT into
SELTGHAN S room to show him a National Geographic Chart and point out some of the
aspests of the war. While they were in this room, SELIGMAN shoired SCHMITT some
photographs of the Lexington burning but told him not to say anything about tiase
photograrhs. JOHNSTON was not in SELIGHAN'S room with theme

SCHMITT said that it was fairly common knowledge on board the
Barnatt that there was a Japanese task force heading eastward in the Pacific:
but he said he knew this question was not discussed by SELIGUAN or JOHNSTON in
his presence, and he said he never knew any more definite information about
this forcrs until after he arrived in San Diegos ‘

On June 20, 1942, Lieutonant Commander GEORGE LA CLEDE MARKLE,~
Chaplain, United States Navy, was interviewed at his home at 569 "C" Avenuc,
‘Coronado, Zalifornia, Tclephonc H-34354. He stated that dispatches and bulle-
tins werc very scldom routed to him at any time. Hc said that hce did not scc
the instont message. He said that he had heard rumors to the effoet that the
Japancse flcet was procccding toward Midway; that the United States knew the
course and spced of this fleet, and that the United States had mado proparations
for mecting the Japancse. He camnot recall the cxact source of this information,

He alleged that he ncver hcard any discussion of the instant dis-
patzh and noted that in his capacity as a Chaplain he did not come in contact
with the so-called "line officers", to which group any discussion of this dis-
prteh would be confined.

He said that he went to Commander SILIGMAN'S cuartcers on the USS
Barnett only on two cccasions and thesc werc for the purposc of goetting somo
coffee., The time of thesc visits was in the evening, but he could not rccall
the datos of said visits. Hc said that on ncither of thesce two visits did he
hecar any discussion of the instant dispatch. He noted that he and Licutcnant
Commonder COFFIN generally obbained their coffce in the ship pantry so that he
never had occasion to go to Commander SELIGMAN'S room., He also obscrved that
he nurposcly avoided going to Cormander SILIGAN'S quarters because they were
ust.ally very crowded with officers,

VARKLE said thot he flrst saw JOHNSTON after the sinking of the
Barnett when IARKLE boarded the Barnctt on May 15, 1942. A fow days thercaftoer
he saw the plecturcs of the Lexington in a burning and exploding condition. The
occasion for sceing thesc picturcs was upon one of the above-mentioncd visits
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to SELIGHAN'S quartcrs. At that btime SELIGAN had the picturcs in his hand.
ALE recalled asking SELIGLAN if he could sce them and shated thet SELIGHAN
chlled in the affirmetive but rcquested that thoy not be teken out of the
voorr and that after they had beon viewed they should be rlacced in the upper
right hand drawer of his dresscr. AL the same time, cnother officor came into
whe room, and SELIGHMAN told this officer, namc unknovm, ihat he also could look
at vhe pleturcss HARKLE said that both he and this >uh0¢ officer vicwed the
pretures and that vhen they werce through he perosonelly placed them in their
crelosines manile cnvelope and nlaced the cnvelope in the decsser drawer as
SELTGMAM had directed, He further said that they werc placed in said dresscr
ararer under a stack of papers. HARKLE said that there woerc some duplicates of
these prints, and he specifically rceelled that a picturc of the Lexington ¢y
ploding amddships and throwing plancs fron the deck at the stern was in dupli--
cate and that another picturc of the Lexington showing heavy volumcs of smokec
arising from amidships was olso in duplicates

I'ARKLE said that he did not at any time show the sccret message
tc JOHNETON.

Ho said that-he did not meke a copy or notes of the sceret nescsoge,

He saild that hc did not discuss the contents of the nessage witn
JCILISTON or within carshot of JOFISTON,

Ee said that he did not know whother any of the other officers dz
any of the abhova.

He could not vonture any specifih theory as to how JOHNSTON may
heve obtained the contents of the scerct messages

Ho said he did not know from what ships the picturcs of the burning
and cxploding Lexington werc takonse

He said he ncver saw JOHNSTON in posscssion of the instant photo-
grophse ‘

He saic the only perty he knew of having the instant photograpls
28 Cormander SELIGLAN,

He said that in view of the intimacy betwecn STLIGMAN and JOHWSLON
» that they lived in the same quarters, JOHNSTON had acccss to.the dresser
drower of SELIGMAN in vhich the instant photogrephs werc placeds

On Junc 19, 1942, Licutcnant Commander EDWARD H. ZLDRIDGE, Junior
Flight Officcr on the USS Lexington, was intervicwed at the office of the
Foderal Burcau of Investigation, Sen Dicgo. Although he could not specifically
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recall the date involved, he recalled that one evening about nine ofclock

he was playing Lridge in the forward starboard cabin of the SS Barnett with
Tieutenant Comnander HENRY COFFIN, ILieutenant Commander L, J. O'DONNELL, and
Chaplain . L. FARKLE., At about thls tiwe, he and O'DONNELL proceeded to the
cavin of the Executive Officer, specifically Commander SILICMAN, for coffee.

ue recalled that upon entering the room, there was a grotvp cf men about the
central table composed of SELIGIAN and two or three other officers, whose names
he did not recall.

On the surface of the table there was a handwritten outline in
which wos stated in paragraph form the varlous forces and composition and the
notdtlon of the occvoatlonaT forces of the Japanesec fleet roported as procceding

the divection of Midway. (At this time, TLDRIDGE was showm a photostatic
uyy‘OL the article appearing in the Chicago Tribune whorein the various forcas
of the Japanese fleet were elaborately sct forth. He said that the material
in this momorarnium included the information showvm in this articlc. ) He said
that this memorandum was written on a piece of papcr about 4 by 8% inches, Lut
Che could not recall whether the paper was ruled or plain, He did not recognine
the handwriting in this memorancdum. He said that the discussion among vhe
group was mainly about the size of the Kirishima, DIuring this discussion, the
gilhouette book of Japanese ships was called for. Thereafter the discussion
“was of the size of the guns on the Kirishima. According to ELDRIDGE, O'DONIEL
and he laeft the room So resume tholr bridge game, He could not sp00111cally
w2y who was left bchind in the Exocutive Officert's room. As to others in the
roou besides the group above referred to, he was certain that Lioutenant TERRY
was therc in his bunk as he was ills He was not certain whether JOHNSTON was
in the room or not as he does not recall JOHNSTON'S having said anything thet
~ro2ld definitely place JOHNSTON'S presence in the room in his memory,., Howevar
belicves he was present in the rooms

ELDRIDGE said that he never saw the original dispateh in question
ar:1 that he ncver saw the pencil momorandum and hc does not recell any detailed
discussion of this dispatch among the oflicers at any time subscquent to his
visit to SELIGIAN'S room above mentioncd.

» FLDRIDGE statcd that he did not bring any vhotographs aboard theo
Barnctt,. He said that he did obbtain a Fairchild camsra containing aboub ecipht
oxposed picturcs from the USS lorris, a destroycr, while he was on the Barnctt
He said that he retained this camera for about a day in his quarters and then
delivered the still loaded camcra to Comnander SELIGHAN. Thercafter, the
canmera rcmained in SELIGUAN'S custody. He soid there was no equipment on board
th2 88 Barnett for developing cxposed filiis so that he was certain that this
Tulm contained in this camera was not devcloped on the Barnett. He said there
wore picturcs of the burning and exploding of the Lexington on the Barnetb.
The only time that he saw these picburces was wlien they wore brought to Commander
SELIGMAN at the lunchcon tablce on a date unknown and thet they were oncloscd in
monila cnvelopee He did nobt know how many prints of these pictures there werec
in cvidencc. He said from thelr appearance they were taken mainly from the
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Hinncapolis and that in view of the fact that one of thesc picturcs showed the
poriy sidc of the stricken Loxington, hc belicved that it was taken from the
USS Hannan, or a ship in o similar position. He could not rccall who brought
thesc picturcs to Commonder SELIGMAN and he did not know who had custody of
there

FLDRIDGE said thet he did not at any timce show the sccret ncssage
to JOHISTON,.

He said that he did not makc a copy or notes of the scerct message,

He could not say whether he had discusscd the contents of the
cecret message within carshot of JOHNSTON in vicw of the fact of the incident
in Jomander SELIGIAN!'S cabin above described. Ho was certain thet he hiad never
discusscd the contents of this ncssage directly with JOHNSTON,

ke did not know whether or not any of the officcrs had donc any of
tho above,

He said that JOHNSTON could have obtainad the contents of the
scecret mossage in viow of his prescnce whon the above-mentioned rmemorandum vas
dravm up. He further added thet JOHNSTOWN could have overheard discussions of
the contents of this mcssage anony the officcrs,

He said that tic only picturcs that he had secn of the burning aand
cxpioding of thc Lexington were thosc sccen ot the "lunchcon table incident®
above described and those he had scen on the USS Chesteor which had bocn taken
by the Chaplain of the Checster. Sc far as he knew, the pictures he had secn
o the Chester remoinced in the possession of the Chaplain of the Choster. He
said thot he had nover scen any of thosc photographs in JOHNSTON!S posscssions

He said that to his knowledge, the only pcrson having posscssicn
of photogrephs of the burning and cxploding of the Lexington wes Commander
SELTGMAN at the lunchcon table, which incident is above described.

ELDRIDGE could advance nc specific theory as to how JOHNSTON ccuid
have gottcn posscssion of thesc photographs.

ELDRIDGE said thot he had never boen on the Minncopolis after thn
burning and cexploding of thc Lexington but that hc haqrgono onn board the Bar-
nctt dircetly from the USS Chester about lMay 15, 19424

. Lisubenant Commonder ELDRIDGE may bo reached at 2551 Cemino dol
Rio, Mission Valley Road, carc of FELIX J., ROSSOLL, tclephonc - Jackson 6593,

Licutcenant Commender ROBERT L. DIXON, United Stetcs Navy, a Scoub
-13 -
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Bomber Squadron leader on the Lexington, was interviewed at his home at the

E1l Cordova Hotel in Coronado, at which time he stated that he had had quarters
on the Barnett returning to San Diego aft of thé Commodoret!s Suite. He said
that it was his practice to be in the Commodore's Suite on an average of

about once a day, and he recalled being in there one night vhen the silhouette
took of the Barnett was called for. He stated there were nresent SELIGHMAN,
JOHNSTON, ILieutenant Commender COLEMAN of the Barnett, TERRY, G'JONNELL, and
possibly another Lexingbton officer. He said he was previously avare of the
fact that the Japanese were making a sortie. He recalled this night that he
went into the Commodore's Suite that the secret dispatch folder was on the
table in front of SELIGMAN, and an Ensign was standing nearby. He could not rc-
call whether the Ensign brought in the folder while DIXON was present or whether
it was alieady there when DIXON entercd the room. He sald he did not hear a
digpatch read concerning the makeup of the Japanese task force but he said that
thore was a discussion going on about this force. He rcemembered sceing on the
table in ront of SELIGMAN a list of Japanesc ships written in pencil on a
picce of ccratch paper of an unknown size. Hec said that he thought SELIGMAN
wrote it and he thinks he saw him write it but he was not sure of that., DIXIWN
said he sat at onc cnd of the table, and this pencil memorandum was passed tn
him and he read it., He thought that this pencil memorandum was broken up inbo
three grovps including a striking forece of carriers and cruiscrs, a supportiiy
force with battleships, and a followup force including transports. He said
he recallcd nothing on this paper other than the forces and the names of
ships. There was definitely no other detail on the paper. He said he did not
know how many pcrsons prescnt read this paper =2nd he said that JOHNSTON was nob
sitting at the table with the officcrs butbt was walking about the room, He did
not recall JOHNSTON'S at any timc having the memorandum end did not know what
tocame of it. He did not rcecall SELIGHAN'S rcading thc dispatch and docs not
think that he did while DIXON was present but he stabted that as a result of

the discussion about the Japanese force, some question arosc concerning the
detail of a Japancsc battleship or cruiscr, and Licutcnant Commander COLEMAN
went for the silhouette book. He said he rcecalled O!'DONNELL talking about the
armamcnt of a cruiser during this discussion. He rccalled that the pencil
memorandun contained somewhcre in the ncighborhood of twelve to fiftcen names
of ships, and hc rcomembered figuring in his own mind that it was a formidable
array that would be tough to stop. He sald he did not remcmber ony other
papcrs being on the table at this time oxcept the pencil memorandum and the
dispatch folder, and he doecs not rccall whether the Ensign took the dispatch
folder back while he was in the room or not. He said that he was in the
Commodorc's Suite this particular cvening for o period of only betwecn fiftecn
and thirty minutes. He rccalled nothing particular about the handwriting on
the peneil notes that he saw and he did not recall the dispatch folder's cver
beung opcned whilc he was theore, but he stated that he himsclf got the gist

of the message from the conversation that went on at that timc,

DIXON concluded by saying that on quite a few occasions when
various officers on the Lexington and the Barnett werce reading sccret dispatches,
he had scen them fold up the dispatch folder when subject came into their
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presence. He could cite no specific examples of this, but he said it was his
opinion that it was practically impossible to keep all secret material from

a man in JOHNSTON!'S position. He said that any good newspaperman could obtain
almost any information that he desired if he were placed in a position similar
to the pusition JOHNSTON occupied on board the Lexington and returning upon the
Barnetts

Lieutenant Commander EDWARD J. O'I:OWNELL, Guansry Cliicer of the
Lexingter, advised that after discussing instant case witn some >f the other
Lexington officers, he remembered being present in the Commodore's Suite one
evening when the officers mentioned by DIXON were prescnt, He stated he
entered the room and remembered DIXON sitting at onc end of the table and that
DTON hanced him a pilece of Navy scratch paper which listed the names nof
epproximately “welve Japancse ships which were divided up into threc groups
including striliing force, support force, and occupation force. He said when
he was iiv the rrom he did not rccall the dispatch folder being prescnt and
was surc bthat it was not prescnt becausc he did not sae instant message until
subsequently, and if the dispatch folder had been present he would have scen
the message at that time, Ile recalled, however, that there had been a dis-
cussion of the nessage in the room particulariy concerning the types of ships
in the Japanesec force and the United Stetes force which could be lined up to
mect then. He recalled that one of the ships in this list had beon scon by
him in thr China Sca and remcmbercd that a book was sent for to determine
how that ship was listed. I staled he thougiht the book scent for was "dJancs!
Fighting Ships". He said hc knew JOHNSTCN was prescnt becausc he rcememberod
JOHNSTON'S saying to him somcthing to the offcet "It will be some fight, Mac',
but he stated that he was quite surc JOHNSTCN did not join in thc discussion
roparding the strength of the Japancse forec but apparcntly overhcard scmc o
the officcrs! discussion, O!DONNELL adviscd he was in the Suitc for about
firtecen to thirty minutes and said he did not know what boecame of the ruper
meworondum.  Ho recalled JOHNSTON!S telling him on another cccasion how he had

outwitted Prime Minister WINSTON CHURCHILL in .obtaining somc highly confidentuial

information, and he recallcd another timc that JOHNSTON asked him a lot of
gucstions about his guns on the Lexington and also asked him for a scerct now
projectilc that the Hovy wes using on the Loxingbon. O'DONNELL rcfused thie
reouest and stated thot it wes his impression from JOHNSTON!'S goncrel attitude
that JOHISTON was not wvery scrupulous and woas intercsted first in the Chicago
Trivunc, with all other considerations being sccond. He stated by way of
background that therc had been other newspapermen on board the Lexington pre-
viously who had bechaved quite diffcrontly from JOHNSTON and who had not
attempted to get into discussions or obtain informotion on matters unless they
were invited tc do soe

’ Cormender MORTON SELIGMAN was intervicwed at the Naval Hospital,
San Dicgo, with refercnce to the events described as taking place in the
Cormodorets Suite in the presence of Licutcnant Commanders ELDRIDGE, DIXON, and
O'DOHNELL, and he stated that he had the grecatest confidence in thosc officers
and was surc that the matters took placce as thoy described theme Ho said
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he did not deny that he may have made rough notes from the message describing
the Japanese task force approaching Midway, but he reiterated that he did not
recall the incidents described by DIXON and the others and definitely did not
recall making any notes. He stated, however, that he has made rough notes

in the past from messages but has never made copies of any =ecret messages.

He stated that he has looked through all of his effects for any pencil memoran-
dum listing the rnames of Japanese ships, but he does not have ary such memoran-
drms. He stated with reference to the discussion in the Cemmodcrels Suite
described by DIXON and the others that he was the Senior (f{icer present and

as such he was willing to assume the full responsibility for not taking proper
precautions to keep the gist of instant message from subject, He stated that
he was positive, however, that no one had ever showed subject the message in
question or deliberately given subject any poncil memorandum from which subjest
wight have made up the information contained in the article published in ccrtain
newspapers on Juna 7, 1942,

SELIGHAN wont on to say that he thought it could easily have
happened that a discussion was entered upon by the Lexingbton officers concerning
the possibilities of the United States mcetinrg and defeating the Japanese task
force of the strongth described in the mossage in grestioun and that JCOHNSTON
could have becn present in the room and could have overheard the discussione
He said fhat in view of the rccollieetions of the other officers, he felt thet
this must have happened and he mrst therefore as the Scnior Officer have becn
carcless by not kecping JOENSTON Trom hecaring any of this discussion.

Lieutcnant Commander MacPHERSON, Mcdical Corps, United States Navy,
who is atbonding Commander SELIGMAN at the Naval Hospital in San Dicgo, advised
that Commandcr SELIGHAN is cexpecting to undergo two operations uhortlfg and he
said thet SELIGMAN!'S condition is such as a result of his injurics aboard the
Lexington that he doubts whether SIELIGIAN'S memory of the events aboarc the
Lexington or the Barnett would be most dependable at the present time

At the Minutc Unit at the Iestroycr Base it was learncd that
Ensign JAMES B. JOHNSON and Lieutenant IRVING E. DAVIS were in Birmingham, Ala-
bema, and Northampton, Massachusctis, respectively on leava.

~ REFERRED UPCN COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN =~
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