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SUBJRCT: Our Views on the Make-up of a New @Government
in Vietnam

.-

We have prepared, a8 s&hown in the attachment, & selectsd
118t of personalities whom we feel could provide Vietnam with
competent and efficient leadership under & new government, OQur
selection of & new cabine$, g:opamd in eonjunetion with re-
viewing the draft submitted us by Kr, Nendenhall, has taken
into aceount the compatibility as well as the ocapabllity of these
officiales, their religious affiliation, and thelr mﬁ;ﬁ“
distribution, 1i.e,, south or Cochinchina, e¢entral or *
and north or Teonkin., We also believe that the best leadership
lies largely within the bureeucracy and within @lements that
have served in ernment but have recently been disaffested or

removed, Therafore, poteéntial candidatses I spong the poe
gne:i “oppositionists” have been scoreened carefully and kept
o B nimum, &

In the wvay of general comments, wd believe that Vietnam s
not faced with any serious shortage of effestive, non-fommunist
leadership, Chers are undoudbtedly many personalities not ree
flected in our list who would perform effeoctively end, in this
respect, it cannot be coverlooked that many of them might well
come from the relatively unknown middle yanks of tha present
burcaucrasy. JFor these reasons, therefores, we believe i¢
praferadle to think in terms of a predominately oivilian governe
L mont, even though the military may continus to play a major

TR (e foky, Fobon 18- Jargeny s prosassionss one.vitl Sastas

¢ army, wh s largely a prefessis 18, 3

on esbinet positions so long &8 the Smporiant ¢abinet posts dre
£illed by-_?erma trusted by the genergls.  W¥We bellsve that mest
of the military will support the great majority of the eandidates
advanced above, including Vice President +

We also hove momd specifis :&emﬁéﬁﬁm vhildh are ikpll 4t
in our lisd, ¥ heuswpgmt the srsation of a cablinet hgﬁ ‘ﬂ
pent for religlous affairs will in time ereats s confrontations

EARDW ATROR  _GROUP 1
DECLASSIFIED " xMIY BIEPRTRIIION  mxofudsd from eutomatle
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5(b) ; : e x q fron ubomLY

By_Inme NARA, Date 31221 O R S



LINIT DISTRIBUTION
aﬁeméhorou | &

between the various religious groups or will at least lead

some Lo seek official recognition or support of their own in-
terests. We believe that the modification of certain laswa and
their Judiciocus implemention will serve the purpose of a:?eviating
or lmpeding tensions between religious groups and the government.

However, a national adyisory council, representing the
various religious groups inVVietnam, would serve a useful purpose
in maintaining the present state of friendly relations existing
between- the religious groups &8s well as advising and assisting

the government on matters effecting the condition of religious
freedon.

Pinally, we belleve that, in order to lessen the possibility
of a power struggle within the military leadership, the position
of Chief of the Joint General Staff should be rotated, say in
the fashion of our own military establishment.

Attachment:
As stated

¢ct FE - Mr, Mendenhall .
FR/MGVN - Mr. Kattenburg
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